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In view of the prominence of the Hon. Henry P. 
Haven as a Sunday-school worker, and of his service 
on the International Lesson Committee, we are confi- 
dent that our readers will be glad to have a fuller 
record of his character and work than has before 
been published, hence we give space to the sketch of 
him by Mr. Trumbull, now for the first time in 
print. 


As the holiday season approaches, advertisers want 
to find a place in the columns of The Sunday School 
Times. But as it is our fixed purpose not to crowd 
out reading matter for advertisements, we are unable 
to find room for all the latter which are sent for 
insertion. This week fully two pages of proffered 
advertisements are left out for lack of space. The 


overflow has been hardly less than this for several 
weeks. 


We recently published, in conjunction with a 
Thankegiving Exercise by Mrs, Edward Ashley 
Walker, a sermon to children by her venerable 
father, the Rev. Dr. Willard Child. At the very 
time that the printing of that sermon was preparing 
for in our office, its author “ fell on sleep as peace- 
fully as a child, on November 13, the morning before 
his eighty-first birthday ;” and before the sermon 
was in type he was in the presence of Him to whose 





When the energies of Christians are at their fullest 
play, how easily the petty jealousies that mar the 
church, are put out of sight! We have seen a boy 
playing football when every energy was bent on 
driving the ball home. Sometimes he would be jos- 
tled this way, sometimes that way, sometimes knocked 
down by accident, sometimes perhaps by design. But 
never stopping to ask who did it, or why, he was on 
his feet again, and after the ball. He had no care to 
note what others did, or to have others look at him, 
if they were only at work. His one object was to 
see the ball touch the “ bounds;” no matter who did 
it; no matter if none thought or spoke of how des- 
perately hard he was working. The only thing of 
consequence was that it was done, and he and his 
comrades returned with shoutings and rejoicings. 
The boy lost himself for the time for the sake of win- 
ning the'game. That is what Christ calls on us to 
do—to lose ourselves for the sake of winning the 
great game—the everlasting triumph of his kingdom. 
If that boy had been offended because his toes were 
trodden on, and had gone to sulk on the fence, to 
nurse his hurt dignity, he would have lost the esteem 
of both friends and foes. 

Anything from Secretary Hartley, of the London 
Sanday School Union, is sure of a welcome among 
American Sunday-school workers; for his visit to 
this country is remembered by all with peculiar pleas- 
ure. And what he has to say of the work of the 
International Lesson Committee, in the letter which 
we publish this week, has an added interest from the 
fact of his valued co-work with that committee. We 
do not see wherein he disagrees with the views 
formally expressed in the editorial of The Times to 
which he refers. He thinks, it ie true, that “ when a 
committee has done a work so well as to have given 
almost universal satisfaction,” it is not “an unwise 
or unreasonable preposition to appoint the same 
gentlemen to do the work a second time.” In this 
opinion we certainly agree with him most heartily. 
The suggestion which we scouted was, that “the 
committee as a whole ought to be continued in 
existence, and set to the work of preparing a new 
series of lessons.” The committee appointed by a 
convention at Indianapolis, in 1872, has done its 
work, and done it well. Zhat committee has no 
permanent existence. It is not an institution. Its 
members do not desire that it should be—and their 
opinion on this point gives “ almost universal satis- 
faction.” When the Sunday-school workers are in 
convention at Atlanta it will, as we said, be their duty 
to designate a new and competent lesson committee 
to do a new work—“ choosing for a place on it men 
who were on the first lesson committee, or not, as 
seems best to them.” It would be strange indeed if 
the Atlanta Convention should go wholly outside of 
the membership of the old lesson committee in 
making up a new one. It would be hardly less 
strange if all who were on that committee—and none 
besides—were deemed the persons above all others 
for a new committee. It seems to us, for instance, 
that a new man would have to be first created and 
then trained before a peer of John H. Vincent could 
be found for the first place on such a committee; but 
his claim to recognition is based on his pre-eminent 





ago set to a special work and did it admirably well. 
And Dr. Vincent is but one of the members of the 
present committee not to be equaled elsewhere. 
The Indianapolis Convention picked good men for 
an important service. We trust that the Atlanta 
Convention will pick as good men for any work 
which it inaugurates—and that it will realize that it 
has all creation to pick from. 





HOLDING ONE’S TEMPER. 


A strong temper, even if it is a quick temper, may 
be a source of real power to a Christian man. But 
to make it a power for good a man must hold his 
temper, not lose it—not lose its control and direction. 
The man who feels strongly, and whose feelings are 
quickly aroused in behalf of a subject which interests 
him, can be far more effective than a man of 
sluggish temperament in impressing his views on 
others—if only he retains full control of his aroused 
feelings, and directs them judiciously. 

Indeed, the man who can never feel anger or be 
aroused to indignation, is unlikely to gain a firm 
hold on the sympathies and affections of others. It 
is the man who has strong and deep feeling on the 
subject of which he speaks, and whose feelings are 
evidently struggling for an outburst and an overflow, 
but are held in check by a firm will and a clear head, 
who carries his hearers with him irresistibly in any 
plea which he makes for or against a cause to which 
he addresses himself. So soon, however, as a man is 
under the control of his aroused temper, instead of 
having an aroused temper under his control, he is ata 
disadvantage, and his power over others is then no 
greater than his power over himself. 

A strong, quick temper is a positive force—as real 
and as potent in its way as steam or hydraulic 
pressure. But the practical value toa man of this 
force—as of every other force—depends entirely 
upon his retaining its control. See the engine-driver 
on a locomotive engine. So long as he holds the 
steam in check, and directs it by throttle-valve 
and lever, he can whirl along a mighty train back 
and forth on its appointed track; but let that steam 
once get beyond his control, and there is an end of 
his power. His engine is a wreck, and he does well 
if he escapes with his life. The danger to him from 
allowing steam to get the better of him is no greater 
or more imminent than the danger to every man 
who has a strong temper to look after, and to keep in 
its place. At the best a man who cannot hold his 
temper is like an engine-driver on a locomotive with 
a cracked boiler. There will be a great deal of 
fizzing and sputtering, and some scalding, possibly a 
disastrous explosion, but no wisely controlled and 
well-directed power. 

This truth is obvious in every sphere; but in none 
more positively than in dealing with the young. A 
lawyer lessens his chances of success in a difficult case 
as soon as he loses control of his temper. Any man 
who gives way to anger in an ordinary discussion is 
at the mercy of a clear-headed opponent who has all 
his faculties in subjection. But one of the most 


pitiable exhibitions that is possible of a man’s loss of 
power through loss of self-control is when a parent or 
a teacher gives way to anger in dealing with a child; 
and this exhibition is by no means an uncommon 
The superintendent of a mission-school, for 
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example, wants his school to come to order. His 
scholars are by no means of the same mind with 
himself, Most of them are restless and mischievous; 
some of them are bent on making a disturbance. 
After a few unsuccessful ringings of his bell, and 
calls to his school to be quiet, the superintendent 
loses command of himself, and at once he loses com- 
mand of his school. From that time forward all his 
shoutings and entreaties are of comparatively little 
avail. He may continue at the head of the school ; 
but if so, that school stands on its head. Sucha 
superintendent lacks the respect of both teachers and 
scholars, and fails to fill his place efficiently. If the 
teacher of a class in the Sunday-school is provoked 
by the ill conduct of his scholars into a loss of temper, 
he surely loses the power which would enable him 
to sway those scholars at his will, And a parent 
who in any case loses self-control in dealing with his 
child—who under the greatest aggravation speaks a 
word or uses the slightest force under the influence of 
controlling temper—thereby yields his chief power 
as a parent, and puts himself for the time being 
beneath his child, instead of retaining a place above 
him. 

Loss of temper is always a confession of weakness. 
He who cannot command himself, is clearly incom- 
petent to command others. The colonel of a regi- 
ment, conscious of his authority and strong in the 
power of his position, speaks the word “ Halt!” to 
his command with a tone that shows he feels master 
of himself and of his battalion. If from any reason 
his order is not promptly obeyed on its first giving, 
he repeats it with increased positiveness and assur- 
ance. What if, instead of this, he should fly into a 
passion and rush at his advancing battalion trying 
to crowd back its column by brute force. He would 
gain about as much in dignity, and in the respect of 
his command, as well as in practical results, as a 
parent uniformly gains when he is provoked by his 
child into angry scolding, or into seizing hold of the 
little one to shake it roundly. The parent or the 
teacher who would always have power in the gov- 
ernment of children must never show a loss of 
temper in any word or action toward those children. 

The writer of this article learned a lesson on this 
point many years ago. He was superintendent of 
a mission-echool including a large number of rough 
boys. He had occasion, at times, to remove one boy 
or another from the school-room for a gross breach 
of the peace, but he succeeded in doing this without 
losing his temper, and the scholars were clearly con- 
scious of this fact. But one day, as the superin- 
tendent was passing out of the school-room, a mis- 
chievous boy made some peculiarly aggravating 
references to the young superintendent, which for the 
moment threw the latter off his balance. Under 
the influence of his aroused temper he took hold of 
the boy and sharply told him to be quiet. Instantly 
the boy saw that the superintendent had lost his 
temper, and he dropped his hands at his side in 
astonishment, and exclaimed, “Why, Trumbull! 
you're mad; and that’s wicked.” The lesson of 
that hour has never been forgotten. That superin- 
tendent realized as never before that his power over 
his school was dependent on his power over himself. 

A strong quick temper is not a bad possession for 
a teacher or a parent to have; but it isa bad thing 
for him to lose, In dealing with the young it is pre- 
eminently true, that “he that hath no rule over his 
own spirit is likea city that is broken down and with- 
out walle.” 


WHO IS RESPONSIBLE? 


How strong is the temptation to charge the re 
sponsibility of an evil-doer’s transgression on some 
one else than the evil-doer! Here, for example, is a 
newspaper article under the caption, ‘Those Young 
Men.” It pictures a group of interesting young men 
who stood up before the church and made confession 
of their faith. That was years ago. Most of them 
have since apostatized. ‘Some are openly blasphe- 
mous, some skeptical, some hardened, worldly, bitterly 





opposed to Christ.” The question which the writer 
sought to answer was, Who is responsible? Those 
young men were sincere. Some had experienced 
remarkable conversions. The writer places much of 
this responsibility at the doors of prominent church- 
members. Their inconsistencies have disgusted the 
“generous, trusting youth who had set their faces 
toward heaven.” ‘“ The slow, silent wearing of the 
tides of insincerity and inconsistency, within the 
church, sweeps the youth from their foundations.” 

This is a specimen of much that is being written on 
this subject. Thereis truth init. There isdangerous 
teaching also, He is a betrayer of youth who leads 
him astray by wicked example. So ishe who teaches 
young men that the responsibility for their breaking 
covenant vows with Christ and his church is to be 
laid to the church, and not to themselves. The young 
man who is faithless to his vows leads more young 
men astray than his older brethren. The sinner of 
twenty years of age is not astray lamb while the 
sinner of forty years is a ravening wolf. 

There was a time, if we accept the testimony of 
St. James, when men excused themselves by saying, 
‘I am tempted of God.” Sinners of our day have 
less lofty aspirations. They are content to lay off 
their load on the elders of thechurch. Sympathizing 
hands of sentimental preachers are ready to lift it 
gently from them, and drop it with a crash on the 
bent backs of some aged and drowsy delinquents. 
But we do not think that will awaken them to the 
desired revival. Let us hear the sterner but truer 
words of the apostle, ‘‘ Every man is tempted when 
he is drawn away of his own lust.” Our own selfish 
desires far oftener lead us astray than our reverence 
for the elder brethren leads us to mistake an evil 
example for a good one. And we pity the young 
man who sees an evil example, and knows it to be evil, 
and pleads excuse because he is imitating an older 
professor. If he has any sentiments of manhood, 
they will shame him into silence. When one has 
fallen so low that he is willing to plead idiocy as an 
excuse for sinning, it may be right to admit his claim. 
Listen to him as he points to the elder brother, and 
says, “He was mean, overreaching in business, 
intolerant, selfish. I scorned him, and then I hated 
Christ and his goodness. I became hardened, bitter, 
selfish, worldly. He did it, and Iimitatehim. Iam 
too weak to claim a character of my own. Pity me: 
curse him.” We are all solemnly, constantly respon- 
sible for our influence over others. If one goes 
astray, some one else is sure to follow. But the tub 
that will not claim to stand on its own bottom, had 
better go to pieces at once. At least its want of 
bottom should not be made conspicuous by parading 
it for pity before the public eye. 

Young men will themselves be the quickest to resent 
such apologists on their behalf. They will refuse to 
be treated as in leading strings to aged sinners. 
They will more readily be won by charging home 
upon themselves the responsibility for their own sins, 
and by summoning the forces of their manhood to 
obey the truth which their consciences approve. 








NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


—_<——_. 


A correspondent from Hellertown, Penn., asks: 

Can you tell me of a good publication to aid me to teach an 
infant class of about twenty, from eight to twelve years of age? 

If the help desired is in the line of teaching the Inter- 
national Lessons, it can be found in almost any of the 
lesson periodicals, For instance, Faith Latimer gives such 
help in The Times each week. If instruction is wanted in 
the general work of a teacher with a primary class, it can 
be found in the “ Primary Teacher’s Manual,” by Mrs. 
Alice W. Knox, as published, at forty cents, by the Ameri- 
can Sunday School Union. 


Although we had given what we deemed sufficient space 
to the question of the best Greek Testament for a teacher's 
use, we again refer to the matter to publish two letters on 
the subject from English correspondents. A gentleman 
from London writes: 

I venture to add my contribution to the Greek Testament ques- 





tion by suggesting to tyros in Greek, Bagster’s Greek Student's 
Manual, containing, as it does, a practical guide to the language, 
Greek and English Testament, Greek and English lexicon, and 
various readings. The whole specially designed for those totally 
ignorant of Greek. Price about $2.50. 


An intelligent friend from Lancaster has this to say of 
the relative advantages of Bagster’s and Scrivener’s: 


To your correspondents who ask which is the best edition of the 
Greek Testament, let me offer the following advice: If you are 
young and sharp-sighted, the best is Scrivener’s (English price, 
4s.6d). The variorum readings are the life-work of a candid and 
earnest scholar; and I have the authority of high-class university 
men for saying that it is critically the nearest to perfection, 
Bagster’s, at twelve shillings, does not pretend to the minutely 
fastidious exactness of Scrivener’s; but it is sufficiently correct for 
the edification of a truth-seeking reader. It is printed in large, 
legible type; and if you have attained to middle or advanced life, 
this is the edition which I (a sexagenarian) do conscientiously 
recommend, as most comfortable to the eyesight. 


How to get teachers to take a part in the teachers’-meet- 
ing, is one of the ever-fresh questions in connection with 
gatherings for preparatory lesson study. The president of 
the Young Men’s Christian Association of Binghamton, 
N. Y., tells of a method which works well in that region, 
and is worthy of consideration elsewhere. This is his 
letter : 


In connection with the study of the Sunday-school lesson every 
Saturday noon, from 12.15 to 1 o'clock, in the parlors of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association, of Binghamton, N. Y., we 
have introduced a new feature—the Question Box. This is placed 
upon the wail, near the door, in a very conspicuous place, with the 
words upon it: “ Questions on the Sunday-school lesson. Opened 
every Saturday noon.” The Saturday noon meetings are conducted 
by the superintendents of the different Sunday-schools in rotation. 
The box being upon the wall during the week, persons attending 
the noon-day meetings can drop in their questions at any time as 
points arise on which they are not posted. This gives increased 
interest in the Saturday noon meeting, drawing in Sunday-school 
workers and others who would not come were it not for this 
attraction. I feel that I can recommend it to all Associations 
where union meetings are held for the study of the Sunday-school 
lesson. The reading of the questions, and their answering, seem 
to give new life to our meetings, which are becoming more and more 
interesting, and the attendance is increasing, week by week. Our 
meetings commence promptly at 12.15. Notice is given in the 
daily papers that the Question Box will be opened at that time. 
About thirty minutes is devoted to the reading and answering of 
the questions, and the remainder of the hour is spent in prayer 
and short testimonies, interspersed with singing. 


From Waverly, Maryland, come these "words of testi- 
mony concerning the practical value of chromo cards in at 
least one Sunday-school : 


In your issue of November 10, the Rev. Dr. Eggleston recom: 
mends the use of chromos in Sunday-schools. This is a very prao- 
tical suggestion. The writer began their use, with surprising re- 
sults, several years ago. The old system of book rewards proved 
expensive and unsatisfactory. At the end of a given period the 
school found itself burdened with a heavy indebtedness for these 
rewards, while no particular inspiration had grown out of the sys- 
tem, and even at the time of distribution more scholars were dis- 
satisfied than delighted. Rewards may be altogether dispensed 
with and a Sunday-school survive, But the flourishing school may 
derive a cheerful impulse by the introduction of simple gifts, and 
many children may be induced to attend school of their own voli- 
tion whose parents are indifferent whether they attend Sunday- 
school or not. These desirable ends the chromos subserve, with 
the least possible expense. Purchasing by the hundred, the cost 
becomes quite insignificant. All that is necessary is a system that 
keeps the stimulus continually felt in the school, so that it mani- 
festly operates at every session, and leads the scholars to anticipate 
something valuable apart and above the simple cost of the gift, 
Such a system may be successfully worked, having been practi- 
cally tested as follows: Purchase beautiful crosses [or other at- 
tractive and appropriate chromos] and exhibit them to the school. 
Promise them to scholars of correct deportment who are punctual 
and prompt in attendance, The teacher’s class book is to be the 
appeal, and no teacher is to give a favorabis mark unless the 
scholar is present at the opening exercises. This leads teachers 
also to punctuality, that they may protect the interests of their 
classes. At the end of each month, the roll-booke of the teachers 
are taken by the superintendent, and those scholars who have not 
missed more than two sessions during the month are given aticket. 
When five such tickets are secured by a scholar, their holder is en- 
titled to areward. This should be presented publicly. Each pic- 
ture should be inscribed with the statement that it was given 
(naming school) for meritorious conduct, and should be signed by 
pastor, superintendent, and teacher. In this way the reward takes 
on aninestimable value. 1t becomes an ornament for the parlor, 
and a recommendation to the scholar which may prove valuable 
the world over. It is not laid aside after the first hasty glance, 
but it hangs before the household—as the writer has often seen—a 
continuous kindly reminder of the loved school, and an object 
which parents appreciate even more than the delighted recipients. 
If like causes produce everywhere similar effects, by this means 
there may be brought into the school an unfailing source of cheer- 
fulness, while the increase in the average attendance will demon- 
strate beyond cavil that this system of rewards is unequaled for 


| economy and effectiveness. 
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WINTER ROSE. 


BY PAUL H. HAYNE. 


God's benison upon each happy day 

Dead now and gone !—lIts gentle ghost our feet 
Doth follow, singing faintly ; and how sweet— 
Tenderly sweet, as through a luminous mist— 
Its shadowy lips draw near us, to be kissed! 
And though they melt upon the yearning mouth 
Like fairy balm from some phantasmal south, 
Their touch is magic; and we feel the start 

As of an unsealed fountain, close at heart— 
Till, warmed, restored, breathing a fine repose, 
Our innermost nature, wakening, glows anew ; 
While, gemmed by sunset memory’s radiant dew 
Lo! the heart blossoms, like a Winter Rose!— 


THE JEWS. 


BY WILLIAM 8. PLUMER, D.D. 





The most common estimate gives the number of the Jews 
-at seven millions. Some give us larger, and some smaller 
figures, but in round numbers this is probably correct. ° 

The true Christian always feels an interest in these 
people. Our Saviour was a Jew. Salvation is of the Jews. 
All the apostles and all the converts on the day of Pente- 
cost were Jews. The word of the Lord went forth from 
Jerusalem. 

In the late Presbyterian Council in Edinburgh, no paper 
of the same grade of merit was listened to with more lively 
and tender interest than that read by Dr. Moody Stuart 
respecting the Israelites. His allusions to unfulfilled proph- 
ecy respecting them were sober and safe; and his sweet, 
gentle tones of voice, indicating his spirit, helped to engage 
many minds, 

Good people have long and earnestly desired the salva- 
tion of the Jews. For ages the cry has been, “Oh that 
the salvation of Israel were come out of Zion! when the 
Lord bringeth back the captivity of his people, Jacob shall 
rejoice and Israel shall be glad.” Paul said, “ My heart’s 
desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they might be 
saved.” From early childhood we have heard God’s min- 
isters praying for the seed of Abraham, the friend of God. 
How can we but desire the conversion of the Jews? 

These people are greatly scattered. If in America a near 
depot on a railroad is opened, and a thousand bags of cot- 
ton are to be sold there annually, you may expect soon to 
see a Jew there. Jews are found all over Asia, Africa, and 
Europe. Nor is their nationality ever disguised. It could 
not be concealed. Keith says: Neither mountains, nor 
rivers, nor deserts, nor oceans, which are the boundaries of 
other nations, have terminated their wanderings. They 
abound in Poland, in Holland, in Russia, and in Turkey. 
In Germany, Spain, Italy, France, and Britain they are 
more thinly scattered. In Persia, China, and India—on the 
east and on the west of the Ganges—they are few in num- 
ber amongst the heathen. They have trod the snows of 
Siberia and the sands of the burning desert; and the 
European traveler hears of their existence in regions which 
he cannot reach,—even in the interior of Africa, south of 
Timbuctoo. From Moscow to Lisbon, from Japan to 
Britain, from B rneo to Archangel, from Hindostan to 
Honduras, no inhabitant of any other nation of the earth 
would be known in all the intervening regions but a Jew 
alone.” 

No equal number of persons taken indiscriminately are 
exerting so wide an influence as the seven million Israel- 
ites. And this in many ways. All Europe must ask the 
Jewish bankers whether they will furnish the sinews of 
war. If they say no, an aggressive war is never made. 
Jewish capitalists rear their palatial counting-rooms hard 
by the homes of kings, and sometimes outvie them in ele- 
gance, The moneyed power of the world is wielded by 
Jews,—the Rothschilds, Montefiores, Belmonts, etc. In the 
last century it was just so, as we learn from Mr. Burke’s 
speeches. 

In military affairs few have equaled Ney, Soult, and 
Mossena. They have filled the world with the renown of 
their martial deeds. A few years ago Metternich swayed 
the political counsels of Austria; and to-day D’ [sraeli is the 
master spirit of the British Empire; and both these derived 
their origin through Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

Only lately Cremieux was at the head of the bar of 
France, and to-day Benjamin commands the largest prac- 
tice of any lawyer in Great Britain. To-day Jewish coun- 
sellors sway the municipal counsels of many of the finest 
cities of the world. 

No pantheist has ever wielded such a power as Spinoza. 
No ecclesiastical historian has for a century built up such 
a reputation as Neander. The Herschels were Israelites, 
and so were many of the philologists and theologians of 
Germany, whose fame has gone over the world. There 





seems to be no limit to the number of their ingenious and 
learned men. Many a Hebrew boy reads the original of 
the Old Testament more intelligently than some of our 
famous doctors. 

This amazing people shall lay aside their amazing preju- 
dices against Jesus of Nazareth. They shall look on 
him whom they have pierced, and mourn, and be in bitter- 
ness. Prophecy makes certain this glorious and wonderful 
event. 

“ The wondering sons of Heber, purged from dross, 
With loud laments shall cluster round the cross ; 
In deep and willing penitence bow down, 

And to their own Messiah yield the crown ; 
And o’er the joyful hills of Palestine, 
The holy light of God again shall shine.” 


Glorious day, hasten on thy blessed dawn ! 

The conversion of the Jews will certainly be the signal 
for the conversion of the whole world ; else the wisest and 
best men of the Christian church have for centuries misun- 
derstood the true intent of Paul in his Epistle to the Ro- 
mans, chap. 11, verse 15. Pray for the Jews. 





LETTER FROM SECRETARY HARTLEY 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


My pDEAR Sir: 

{ wish I could accept the hearty invitation given to 
all and sundry, by Mr. W. G. Whidby, in your issue of Oc- 
tober 20, to attend the forthcoming International Conven- 
tion at Atlanta, not only because I should rejoice to renew 
my acquaintance with yourself and the numerous Sunday- 
school friends who received me so heartily in 1873, but 
because I should like to take part in the business relating 
to the International Lessons which is then and there to re- 
ceive attention. 

As, however, I fear this is impossible, and as, indeed, the 
Sunday School Union of London is not likely to be repre- 
sented on the occasion, perhaps you will allow me to make 
a few remarks on a recent article in The Sunday School 
Times entitled, “ After these lessons—what?” 

I am sure I need not apologize for addressing the Sun- 
day-school workers of the United States on this subject, 
because if the International Lesson scheme is, as we fondly 
hope. to become universal, we English teachers have a com- 
mon interest with them in all that relates to that system. 

The writer of the article in question asks: “ What shall 
be done next? With the demand for a new series of Bible 
lessons existing, who shall select these lessons, and accord- 
ing to what plan? It may occur to some warm hearts 
that because the members of this first lesson committee 
have been so faithful and so efficient in the service assigned 
to them, the committee as a whole ought to be continued 
in existence, and set to the work of preparing a new 
series of lessons. But a moment’s reflection will show the 
unwisdom of such a suggestion.” Now I frankly acknowl- 
edge that I do not see the unwisdom of this suggestion. 
When a committee has done a work so well as to have 
given almost universal satisfaction, it does not seem to me 
an unwise or unreasonable proposal to appoint the same 
gentlemen to do the work a second time. They have 
undoubtedly proved themselves to be well qualified for the 
task assigned them, and their names are now so widely 
known on both sides of the Atlantic as to command that 
respect and confidence so essential to the general accept- 
ance of the International Lessons. 

Another reason may be given for desiring the practical 
re-appointment of the same committee. There can be no 
doubt that the views of English and American teachers 
slightly differ—both as to the proper length of the Sunday- 
school reading-lesson and as to the comparative attractive- 
ness and suitability to children of narrative and didactic 
portions of Scripture. These variations of opinion have 
necessitated a large amount of mutual forbearance and 
a somewhat lengthy correspondence, and as the Eng- 
lish share of this correspondence has fallen to my lot, 
I feel bound to testify to the full and patient con- 
sideration which has been given by the Committee to the 
suggestion of their brethren in England, and the pains 
which they have taken to preserve that cordial under- 
standing without which the continued uniform system of, 
Bible study would be an impossibility. 

On these several grounds I venture to express the hope 
that, as far as practicable, the new committee may consist of 
the same gentlemen as the old one; but if some of them 
should be unwilling to serve again, the opportunity can be 
taken to comply with any of those territorial or denomi- 
national requirements to which your article a)'-des. I 
should also like to suggest that it would be well to leave 
to the discretion of the Committee the question of whether 
the scheme should consist of five, six, or seven years’ lessons, 
as it is well worthy of consideration whether, in attempting 
to include so large a portion of the Bible in the series too 


little prominence is not given to that which ought to form 
the staple of Sunday-school reading and instruction, 
namely, the life and teaching of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, as contained in the four Gospels. 

I hope and pray that the needful grace and wisdom may 
be given to those who shall take part in this important 
discussion, and that the presence and blessing of the great 
Head of the church may rest upon all the deliberations of 
the Convention so that everything may tend to the pro- 
motion of the cause of religious education and the conver- 
sion of the young to Christ. 

Allow me, in conclusion, to congratulate you, my dear 
sir, on the improved and ever-improving character of The 
Sunday School Times, and to express the hope that its 
largely extending circulation may evince the high appre- 
ciation in which it deserves to be held by the Sunday- 
school teachers of the United States. 

Yours in the bonds of Christian love, 

London, England. F. J. HaRtTey. 


A FAITHFUL LAYMAN.* 
A SKETCH OF HON. HENRY P. HAVEN. 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL, 


A life that has been actually lived is a far more effective 
argument in behalf of every good quality and habit which 
it illustrates, than the most persuasive words could be. It 
is easy to question if any ideal of a symmetrical character 
and an upright walk is practically attainable. It is useless 
to deny that what a man has been and has done is a possi- 
bility in the world as itis. This truth it is which gives 
added value to the story of these Christian ministers and 
Christian laymen who were “an example of the believers.” 

And now, in telling before this Conference a simple story 
of Henry P. Haven, I want at the start to turn back to the 
very beginning of his well-rounded life, which we commem- 
orate and honor, that we may note the germs, and observe 
the growth of those characteristics and those modes of 
conduct which made that life in so large a degree a success 
and a pattern. 

Mr. Haven was born of substantial New England stock, 
in Norwich, Conn., in February, 1815. His father died 
when he was four years old. His mother was left with five 
children, and no property except the humble house in which 
she lived, and an acre of ground about it, from the cultiva- 
tion of which her annual income never exceeded one 
hundred dollars. Henry was next to the youngest child, 
but as the only son at home he was early called to impor- 
tant responsibilities for the household. And for this he 
had reason to be thankful; for “it is good for a man that 
he bear the yoke in his youth.” While he was yet but 
seven years old, this son chopped all the firewood for his 
home. Being too young to swing an axe he made a 
hatchet do double duty, learning thus the important lesson 
that it matters less what tools you use, than what you do 
with them; and that it is better to avail yourself of an 
instrument you can handle than to depend on that which 
is only suited to a larger grasp. Not until he was fifteen 
years old did the lad have his first suit of new clothes. 
Until then old garments had been made over for him by 
his frugal mother. He was, therefore, as a boy, little 
tempted to pride of dress or of personal display. His pride 
was an honest pride in caring successfully for his mother and 
sisters. He felt like a king, he said, when his mother 
bought her first cow, and it was putin his charge. And 
he ruled well in his little kingdom’; so well that God gave 
him larger power and greater possessions. 

Beyond attendance at the imperfect public school of that 
period, young Haven was for two terms at a select school, 
where the tuition was five dollars a term. To meet this 
expense he borrowed ten dollars, which he returned from 
his earliest subsequent earnings. And from that time for- 
ward he had always warm sympathy with young men who 
needed help in their struggle for an education. But it was to 
the Sunday-school—the school of the old First Congrega- 
tional Church of Norwich Town-that Mr. Haven owed most, 
for the influences, other than those at his childhood’s home, 
which shaped his character and directed his course for good. 
Indeed, he used often to say that it was the Sunday-school 
which made him. The school of that First Church was 
started by a young girl,—Harriet Lathrop, afterward the 
wife of the Rev. Dr. Myron Winslow of the Ceylon Mis- 
sion. She encountered no little prejudice and opposition in 
forming that school, but she persevered, and at its fiftieth 
anniversary the record showed that twenty-six ministers 
of Christ, and hundreds of other Christian disciples, had 
already gone out from that training-school of devotion. It 
was in that school that Henry P. Haven received some of 
his first religious impressions, and that he learned to love 
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the department of church activity in which he subse- 
quently did so much for his Saviour and for his fellows. 

When young Haven was about fifteen, his mother moved 
to New London. There her son was indentured to Major 
Thomas W. Williams, a prominent ship-owner and mer- 
chant of that seaport. The boy was to have ninety dollars for 
his first year's wages; one hundred and twenty for each of 
the next two years; and one hundred and fifty a vear for 
the remaining period of his apprenticeship, Out of this 
sum he was to pay for his board and other living expenses. 
Not much temptation to extravagance in the disposition of 
that income! It would be easy t+ get up a labor riot on 
that scale of wages for the coal heavers of to-day. But 
young Haven was less concerned about what he was get- 
ting than what he was doing. His anxiety was to fill his 
place rather than his pocket. The question with him was 
never, How little work will answer here? but, How much 
can I here do to advantage? He hoped to have promo- 
tion. He was determined to deserve it. When the book- 
keeper of the establishment gave up his position, Haven 
asked if he might keep the books. He was told that he 
was quite too young; but at his request he was permitted 
to make the trial. During this probation he did all his 
ordinary work in the store besides attending to the books. 
He worked determinediy, and was at it early and late. 
On one occasion, at least, he was at his desk until two in 
the morning, and back in the store at four. His devotion 
and energy toid. When the first of January came round, 
the yearly balance sheet was more quickly and easily made 
than ever before. His new place was secure. At nine- 
teen his wages were raised from one hundred and fifty to 
four hundred dollars a year. When his apprenticeship was 
completed, he was engaged on a salary of five hundred 
dollars. It was while he was a clerk with his limited 
income that he began to give of his means into the 
Lord's treasury, and that he first extended aid to young 
men struggling for an education. At twenty-three he 
became a partner with Major Williams in the business 
in which he continued through life. His industry, his 
energy, his fidelity to duty,—not his genius,—gave him a 
fair start in the world. All of success that he had from 
the beginning he earned, and whatever he wanted he was 
willing, and he expected, to work for. 

So much for the boyhood and youth of Mr. Haven. 
Now for his business manhood, and his Christian service. 
He was still an apprentice when he made a public profes- 
sion of his faith in Jesus by connecting himself with the 
Second Congregational Church of New London. He was 
very soon a teacher in the Sunday-school of that church ; 
but he wanted to do more than that for the agency which 
had done so much for him. One Sunday morning, in May, 
1836, Mr. Haven, then twenty-one years old, asked his 
superintendent, just before the opening of the school ses- 
sion, if he knew of any place where neighborhood mission 
work was needed, where he could aid in starting a Sunday- 
school, in the country about New London. “Certainly I 
do,” was the superintendent’s reply. ‘A man is to call 
here this very morning from a district in Waterford, to 
see if he can get some one to start a Sunday-school there, 
There is the place for you. Go with him.” The sudden- 
ness of this opening startled Mr. Haven. He was at first 
disposed to consider the question further. ‘“There’s no 
time like the present,” said the good superintendent. 
“The Lord wants you. Go at once.” Whereupon the 
young man was not disobedient to the heavenly injunction, 
but entered promptly on a new field of Christian ac- 
tivity. 

The neighborhood in question was not a promising one. 
Although the population there was scanty, rum-selling 
and drunkenness were common, and there were houses of 
vilest repute within the district boundaries. It had been 
made a sink of iniquity by the worst class of evil-doers 
from the neighboring seaport town. But a better day 
was at hand for it. Nine scholars and seven teachers, 
under the lead of the inexperienced but earnest and faith- 
filled young superintendent, gathered on the afternoon of 
a bright May Sunday, in the little school-house of the 
district, and organized a Sundav-school which has never 
died out. Mr. Haven continued in charge of that school 
until his death. He was preparing for its fortieth anni- 
versary when he entered into rest. Through the influence 
of that school the neighborhood about it was thoroughly 
renovated, until it became as prominent for its high stand- 
ard of morals as it had been before for its low. 

The school-house was four miles from Mr. Haven’s 
home; but, during summer and winter, in fair weather 
and storm, he passed to and fro in all those forty years, 
over the intervening road, to continue the work he had 
undertaken there. And not perseverance alone, but origi- 
nality of conception, and tact and skill in execution, as 
a Sunday-school worker, were evidenced in Mr, Haven’s 











methods with that school. Almost from the beginning he 
had responsive readings of Scripture in the opening ser- 
vice, a uniform lesson for the entire school, a teachers’- 
meeting, and a teachers’ normal class, with other aids to 
thoroughness and efficiency of instruction which are yet 
by no means generally adopted in our church Sunday- 
schools. And this was forty years ago, in a back country 
district, where only three or four houses were in sight of 
the school-house ; the superintendent was barely twenty- 
one years old: until he was fifteen he had toiled as a farm 
boy, shut out from intercourse with the foremost Sunday- 
school workers of that period—when at the best the 
methods in vogue were commonly unscientific and primi- 
tive. It certainly well illustrates the qualities which gave 
Mr. Haven power among the best skilled workers in the 
Sunday-school field up to the day of his death; and it 
illustrates also the truth that if a man will heartily?give 
himself to Christ’s service, God will honor and make“effec- 
tive the two talents or the ten which are thus called into 
play, and that the man shall have wisdom and strength 
according to his day and needs, 


But the Waterford school was but one of many spheres 
of Christian activity in which Mr. Haven faithfully served 
his Master. He taught a class in the home school of his 
church, and for some twenty years before his death he 
superintended that school as well as the one in the coun- 
try. He was faithful in general church work. He could 
be counted on in the mid-week prayer-meetings. He was 
ready to respond to calls for special service in ecclesias- 
tical and Sunday-school gatherings. He was finding 
other country neighborhoods where Sunday-schools ought 
to be started, and looking up other young men who ought 
to start and take charge of such schools. He was promi- 
nent and efficient in local and general beneficent organi- 
zations. To hear one of his reports as the secretary of 
his county missionary society you would think that he 
had given all his spare time to that department of service, 
The American Board confided in him for counsel and 
labor as one of the more valued and efficient of its cor- 
porate members. The American Bible Society, The 
American Sunday School Union, and The American Tract 
Society by no means counted his official connection with 
them merely a nominal and honorary one. He was ready 
to give to and to work for each and ali. He was the very 
forefront of the Systematic Beneficence Society. Of the 
American College and Education Society he was the 
honored president at the time of his death. I know noi 
with how many others of the great benevolent societies he 
was in hearty co-work; but I am sure that he faithfully 
discharged every trust of this sort confided to him, while 
in the county, state, and national conferences of his 
denomination he was, during all his later life, a felt and 
recognized power. 


Moreover, he was deeply interested in educational move- 
ments. He was at the head of the public-school interests 
in hisown town. He visited not a little in the local 
schools there and in towns adjacent. He was a warm 
advocate and a valued trustee of the State Normal School. 
He was much in secular school teachers’ institutes 
throughout the state. We all know of his prominence in 
general Sunday-school work. In county and state con- 
ventions of friends of this cause he was long a leader and 
a prized counsellor. It was so in our national conventions. 
It was fitting that he should be a member of the Interna- 
tional Lesson Committee—the one lay member of his 
denomination; the only member, lay or clerical, from New 
England. He did good service on that committee; for he 
was a rare Bible-student, and, in consequence, a rare Bible- 
lover. He loved to expound the Bible as well as to study 
it. He never gave up teaching a class in one or the 
other of his schools. His very last work on earth was 
leading his teachers in Bible study. And on occasions he 
preached lay sermons in the country churches about him 
which were for the time without pastors—sermons which 
were full of Scripture, and hence full of instruction and 
comfort, as I can testify with positiveness from those of 
them to which I listened. 

There seemed hardly any limit to the Christian activi- 
ties of Mr. Haven. I first visited him, to pass a few days 
in his home field, nineteen years ago this autumn. I then 
learned something of his remarkable efficiency in varied 
lines of service. On Friday evening he led an institute or 
normal class of nearly two hundred teachers from all the 
Sunday-schools of New London. On Saturday he went 
out to a Seventh Day Baptist Church in Waterford, where 
he preached jn the forenoon and met the Sunday-school at 
noon, In the evening he led his teachers’-meeting at his 
home. On Sunday morning he conducted the opening 
exercises of his church school, and then left it that we 
might ride out several miles to a small Baptist church 
which he had encouraged and helped to a renewal of life 





and work when its doors had been closed, its membership 
scattered, and its Sunday-school abandoned. There he 
conducted the forenoon service, and preached, and was at 
the Sunday-school opening at noon. Thence he drove 
across the country to his Waterford school, which I that 
day saw for the first time. Before sundown we were back 
at New London, where he was ready for the evening 
church service. And this was a specimen of his work for 
many years—much of it done so quietly that not one in 
ten of his fellow church-members and fellow-citizens had 
any knowledge of the extent and variety of his Christian 
labors. 

Nor did these religious activities lessen the enthusiasm 
and efficiency of Mr. Haven as a business man, down to 
the close of his well-filled life. He was as zealous and un- 
tiring in the duties of the counting-room as in those of 
the Sunday-school or prayer-meeting, and he’ was" no less 
successful in commercial circles than in a technically religious 
sphere. In fact, to the day of his death Mr. Haven had 
seemingly never less interest in the establishment where 
he began as an apprentice, than he showed in it when he 
was toiling away until after midnight, only to be back at 
his post before daylight to do the work which awaited him 
there. Whatsoever he had to do, he did it “ heartily, as to 
the Lord.” Largely by his energy and foresight his ship- 
ping-house was brought to its prominence as one of the 
most important in all New England. He was always on 
the alert for new openings and improved methods. He 
started out the first steam whaling-vessel ever sent on a 
voyage, and again the first steam sealer. He fitted out 
more than one arctic exploring expedition. When, in 1867, 
Alaska was secured to our government, Mr. Haven early 
learned, by correspondence with Secretary Seward, that our 
citizens would be protected in the seal fishery there. At 
once he despatched his younger partner with a sealing cap- 
tain and mates by way of Panama to the Sandwich Islands, 
where another partner resided. A vessel was purchased at 
Honolulu and put in charge of the commander sent from 
New London, to push at once for the Alaska coast. In this 
way Mr. Haven compassed the earliest landing made on 
those shores by American traders. The Connecticut Yan- 
kee had his men across the continent, out into mid-ocean, 
and up to the far northern coast, while the Californians 
were rubbing their eyes preparatory to looking into the 
possibilities of something in that line, Mr. Haven’s ves- 
sel sent back forty thousand seal-skins as a result of its 
first venture. Mr. Dawes, of Massachusetts, said of this 
move, when it afterwards came under review before a Con- 
gressional committee, that it was one of the brightest busi- 
ness movements he had ever known, and that he was proud 
of the New England keenness and enterprise which con- 
ceived and executed it. 

And in other departments of business than that of his 
shipping house Mr. Haven displayed his business capacity 
and devotedness. As a railroad president, a bank presi- 
dent, an administrator of involved estates and of trust 
funds, as a referee and arbitrator, as a director in various 
important concerns, he was always faithful and always effi- 
cient. He thus supplied convincing proof that Christian 
activity is no necessary hindrance to business success. Said 
a business man of New London, on the day of Mr. Haven’s 
funeral,—a business man speaking of him as a man of busi- 
ness,—“ I never saw a man who could do so many things, 
and do them all so well, as Henry P. Haven.” Could he 
have said more if Mr. Haven had devoted himself exclu- 
sively to secular pursuits? It is my conviction, based on 
my personal acquaintance with Mr. Haven and his modes 
of thought and action, that because of the relieving change 
of mental strain necessitated by the differing spheres of 
toil, his religious labors enabled him to do more secular busi- 
ness, and to do it better, than would have been possible to 
him had he confined himself to the latter sphere. He was 
by no means “slothful in business” through being “ fer- 
vent in spirit.” He was the stronger for his own work 
throw:zh not neglecting the Lord’s work. Indeed, all that 
he ¢: i he counted the Lord’s work ; and because he honored 
the Jord in its doing he was honored of the Lord, and “ the 
Lord made all that he did to prosper in his hand.” 

Perhaps in no one particular was Mr. Haven more re- 
markable, and more worthy of imitation as a Christian 
business man, than in the use he made of the profits of his 
business. From the beginning of his Christian life he rec- 
ognized his responsibility to God for the employment of 
all his possessions, wheiber of time, talents, or money. 
Very early he formed a plan of systematic giving, by which 
a certain portion of his surplus income was to be paid out 
in religious charities, and this by a sliding scale ¢dapted to 
the growth of his acquired property. As his possessions 
increased, he was to give away a larger share of his income, 
until—when his property had reached a certain sum—he 
should donate in charity all his income beyond his moderate 
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household and personal expenses. Going on in this way he 
gave more and more largely until his judicious benefactions 
amounted to so large an annual outlay that he felt the 
necessity of guarding against the appearance of ostentation 
in giving, even to the more prominent objects of benefi- 
cence, 
ties which he valued, he would subscribe to its funds what 
would naturally be expected of him, and then would send 
anonymously to its treasury a donation of say three to ten 


times that amount. In this way his influence was not with- | 


held from this object, while his gifts called no attention to 
himself as a giver. 

So greatly did Mr. Haven enjoy giving that at times he 
was disturbed by this fact. He once told me that he feared 


he was giving selfishly, because he found it easier to give 
than to withhold. Thereupon I suggested, that if he re- | 


ally thought it asin to find pleasure in God's service, he 
had better conscientiously disregard the commands of God, 


and so secure the merit of discomfort; that when he next | 


saw a needy widow or a group of starving children, it 
might be well for him to let them suffer, lest he should 
gain enjoyment through relieving them. As he was not 
ready to follow this advice, I reminded him that perhaps 
he was not called to reject Christ’s yoke merely because it 
proved “easy,” nor to throw off Christ’s burden because, 
through grace, he found it to be “ light.” His giving became 
a fixed habit. At one time, after his property had reached 
the limit originally set for it, financial stress reduced his 
income materially ; but this did not close his hand against 
the needy, or his heart against the Lord. He continued to 
give while his benefactions steadily diminished his capital. 
Having apparently thus tested him sufficiently, God gave 
him renewed prosperity, and again the faithful steward had 
large means to employ in his Master’s service. 

A favorite method with Mr. Haven of giving and doing 
was in the direction of helping young men into the Chris- 
tian ministry. He would find a youth in his Waterford 
Sunday-school, or at a carpenter’s bench, or on a farm, or 
struggling alongin a preparatory school in the hope of a 
college course, who in his opinion would do well in the 
ministry, but who was not likely to seek that profession 
unprompted, or who lacked the means to fit himself for it. 
He would take that youth by the hand, question him 
kindly as to his desires and plans, and counsel him wisely as 
to his course. Then, perhaps, he would promise and sup- 
ply the aid which in his judgment seemed desirable to 
bring the young man where God wanted him. In more 
than one or two instances he took such a young man di- 
rectly into his family, and gave him a home there until his 
preparatory studies were completed. He was careful, how- 
ever, not to do anything for a young Christian which the 
young Christian ought to do for himself; for he understood 
very well that he helped othera best when he encouraged 
them to help themselves. I happen to know that Mr. 
Haven was thus aiding at one time at least twelve young 
men in their studies, and that some sixty or more were 
helped by him in gifts from one hundred to two -thousand 
dollars each. In this way he multiplied himself in the 
gospel field; he increased the laborers for the Christian 
harvest. And now that he has entered into rest his repre- 
sentatives by the score—some of them,I am confident, in 
this very Conference to-day—are still toiling faithfully for 
their Master and his, while he, with a clearer vision than 
before, sees gladly the blessedness and the fullness of the 
work into which he aided them, and is “ satisfied.” 


And this is my story for to-day of Henry P. Haven. He 
was a single-hearted Christian layman. Whatever he did, 
on week-day or Sunday, he did as a servant of the Lord 
Jesus. He was faithful to duty in that which was least ; 
faithful also in much. He was a man of system: he was 
systematic to a high degree in the use of his time and his 
means. He was a Bible student ; and in the study of the 
Bible he sought varied helps to Bible study. He had a 
weil-selected and a well-used library; I have rarely known 
a Christian layman of whom this could more truly be af- 
firmed. He lovedthe worship of God; the church of God ; the 
house of God. He delighted in the old liturgies, He trained 
those who were under his influence into habits of reverence 
in worship. He rested in the faith of a risen and a coming 
Saviour. He did not walk backward toward heaven, his eyes 
fixed only on Calvary; but he rejoiced in the conviction 
that he who died for him rose from the dead; and helooked 
tosee him come again in like manner as he was seen to gointo 
heaven, to receive his own unto himself. And on one Lord’s 
Day morning Mr, Haven “ walked with God, and he was 
not, for God took him.” His death was as delightful as 
his life. He died “in his full strength.” There was no 
wasting of his powers, no season of uselessness, no diminu- 
tion of activity and efficiency, down to the very last. His 
life was well rounded and complete here. He passed at 
once from the glory of Christian service on earth to the 


For example, when he would aid one of the socie- | 


glory of Christian service beyond. “ Blessed are the dead” 
who thus “die in the Lord;” and blessed are their memo- 


ries, and the memory of their works which “ follow 
them.” 





HIS WAYS. 


BY E,. NORMAN GUNNISON, 


His ways are not as our ways; 
Our times are in his hand ; 
Our hours fall from his keeping 

| As fall the grains of sand. 


Moment by moment falleth— 
Until the glass is run, 

And not a grain remaineth 
To glimmer in the sun, 


And then,—O joy supernal! 
O bliss no more to pass !— 
To run the hours eternal, 
His hand turns back the glass! 


FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


| 
ABOUT A REMARKABLE CREATURE. 


BY D. C. MACDONALD, 


It was a wet, stormy evening; the boys had finished 
preparing their morning’s lessons and had each taken up 
his favorite story-book ; and Uncle John sat silently gaz- 
ing through his spectacles into the cheerful fire, perhaps 
recalling some of the vanished dreams of his boyhood, and 
peopling the “hollow down by the flare” with the images 
of his dear, long-lost comrades. 


Just as he was about dropping into a peaceful nap, how- 
ever, he was rudely awakened by Harry’s suddenly asking, 
“Uncle, I don’t understand all this about ‘locust migra- 
tions’ in this book. Can you tell me what it means?” 


Harry was reading a recently published book of travels 
in South Africa; but although the narrative interested 
him, and he became quite excited as he read of the adven- 
tures with wild natives and wild animals, he was yet too 
young to be able to understand the parts of the book that 
were written in the language of science; and this about 
the locusts was certainly rather hard and dry reading, even 
for grown folks who might not be very learned in such 
matters. But, you know, it often happens that a rough 
outside covers a sweet and gentle heart; and if you did 
not know beforehand what a pine-apple was, you would 
not think much of it from its appearance. And so it is 
often with difficult reading. 


“ Hand me the book,” said Uncle John, who had been a 
great traveler in his day, and who was both able and wil- 
ling to explain away the knotty places the boys stumbled 
against in their reading. 

After examining the book for a few moments, he laid it 
down and said, shortly, ‘“ Do you know what a grasshopper 
is?” 

They all looked at him amazed, and then laughed as they 
said, all together, “ Of course we do, Uncle!” 

“ You all have some idea of the fearful damage that the 
grasshopper causes on the great farms of the West?” con- 
tinued Uncle John. 

“Yes! I should think so!” said the chorus of voices. 
“Well, now,” said Uncle John, “ I shall tell you something 
about the locust, which is perhaps the most wonderful 
insect in the world—an insect that has played a pretty 
important part in the history of the world, too—and then 
you can tell me which you think the worst insect of the 
two, the grasshopper or the locust.” 

The boys settled their chins down on their hands as they 
pulled their chairs in to the table, and listened atten- 
tively. 

“In the Cape Colony,” Uncle John went on, “many a 
farmer has lost both his flocks and his crops by migrations 
of these locusts.” 

“ Do ee loccus eat dee flocks?” put in little three-year 
old Tony, with his eyes staring like two moons, 

“No, little Tony,” said Uncle, smiling; “the flocks eat 
the locusts, and yet the locusts destroy the flocks.” 

“Ah! J know!” said Johnnie, looking very wise: “ the 
flocks eat the locusts, and the locusts poison the flocks and 
they die.” 

“Not at all, Johnnie,” said Uncle John; “on the con- 
trary, the flocks get fat on locusts |” 

- The boys were puzzled; but suddenly Harry laughed 
and said, “ How stupid of me not to think of it sooner! Of 
course the locusts, when they are very numerous, destroy 
the crops, and then the flocks must die of starvation.” 























“That is quite right,my boy,” replied Uncle. “The 
locusts come from the desert. The eggs from which they 
are produced are deposited in the sands or dust, where 
they lie until rain falls, and causes the herbage to 
spring up. Then the locusts are hatched, and in their first 
stage they feed upon this herbage. When the herbage is 
all eaten up, they are compelled to go in search of food: 
hence.these ‘migrations,’ as they are called.” 

“Now, I have read,” said Ilarry, “of farmers kindling 
fires around their crops to keep off the locusts ; but I can’t 
see how fires would keep them off, for these creatures have 
wings, have they not? and could easily fly over the fires.” 

“The fires,” said Uncle John, “ are kindled in order that 
the smoke may prevent them from alighting ; for when they 
do alight, their reddish-brown bodies cover the ground to 
the depth of several inches, and not a leaf nor a blade of 
grass but they destroy. But the locusts against which the 
fires are lit, usually, are locusts without wings: they are, 
in fact, the darve of these locusts, before they have ob- 
tained their wings. These have also their migrations, that 
are often more destructive than that of the perfect insects. 
They proceed over the ground by crawling and leaping like 
grasshoppers ; for, indeed, they are grasshoppers—a kind 
of them. They keep on in one direction, as if they were 
guided by instinct to follow a particular course. Nothing 
can stop them in their onward march, except the sea or 
some very broad and rapid river. Small streams they can 
swim across; and large ones, too, where they flow slug- 
gishly ; walls and houses they can climb, going straight 
over even the chimneys ; and the moment they have reached 
the other side of any obstacle, they continue straight on- 
ward in the old direction. In trying to cross broad, rapid 
rivers, they are drowned in countless myriads, and swept 
off to the sea, When it is only a small migration, the far- 
mers sometimes keep them off by means of fires, as you 
have read. But when large numbers appear, even the fires 
are of no use.” 

“But how is that, Uncle?” asked Johnnie; “you said 
they had no wings; and how do they get through the 
fires? Jump them?” 

“No, not so,” replied Uncle John. “The fires are built 
too wide and large for that. But millions of the insects 
craw] into the fires and put them out!” 

“Ho!” cried the three boys in astonishment. 
Are they not burned?” 

“Of course,” replied Uncle John. “They are scorched 
and killed—myriads of them quite burned up. But the 
bodies of the foremost ranks, crowded thickly on the fires, 
choke them out, and then the others pass safely across. 
The flying locusts seem less to follow a particular direc- 
tion than their /arve ; they seem to be guided by the wind. 
Often this carries them all into the sea, where they perish 
in vast numbers. At one place the sea threw their dead 
bodies upon the beach, until they lay piled up in a ridge 
four feet in height, and fifty miles in length !” 


“Uncle,” said Harry, “ were these the kind of locusts 
eaten by John the Baptist when in the desert? His food, 
the Bible says, was locusts and wild honey.” 

“Not quite the same, but a kindred sort, very similar in 
their habits. Some writers have disputed it, but I am 
decidedly of the opinion that the insect is meant in Scrip- 
ture ; and what makes me think so is, that these two kinds 
of food, ‘locusts and wild honey,’ are often coupled to- 
gether as forming, at the present day, the food of many 
tribes who live in the desert. Many a traveler of modern 
times has eaten of them when crossing the deserts. The 
locusts are eaten by almost every kind of animal known in 
South Africa, 

“The Bushmen, and other native races of Africa, cook the 
locusts before eating them. They first steam them in a 
little water for two houre. They are then taken out and 
allowed to dry, and, after that, shaken about in a pan, 
until all the legs and wings are broken off from their 
bodies. Then the Bushman winnows them, by blowing 
away the legs and wings, with his thick lips acting as a 
fan ; and they are ready for eating. I have myself eaten 
of them; and I consider that, with the addition of a little 
salt, they are quite equal to shrimps. Sometimes they are 
pounded, when quite dry, into a sort of meal, and, with 
water added to them, are made into a kind of porridge; 
and they often form the only store of food which the poorer 
natives have to depend upon for a whole season. 

“ Now, which do you think the most of, the grasshopper, 
or the locust of the East ?” 

“ The locust certainly seems to be of use in one direc- 
tion,” said Harry, not quite decided. 

“ Bad for the white man and good for the Bushman,” 
said Johnnie. 

“ What say you, Tony?” asked Uncle John. 


Tony was fast asleep, and we shall have to wait until he 
awakes, 


“ How? 
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LESSON 12, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23, 1877. 
Title: PAUL'S LAS1 WORDS. 


GOLDEN TEXT: I nave rovent A aoop rictt, I wave FINISHED MY 
rourse, I HAVE KEPT THE FAITH.—2 Tim. 4: 7. 


Lesson Topic: Waiting for the Master. 


1. Fidelify Enjoined, v. 1, 2,5 
Outline : 2. Apostasy Foretold, v. 3, 4 
3. Reward Promised, v, 6-8 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, Dec. 17; 2 Tim. 4: 1-8. Waiting for the Master. 
Tuesday, Dec. 18: 2 Tim. 1: 1-12, The confident hope. 
Wednesday, Dec. 19: 1 Tim. 6: 11-21. The solemn charge. 
Thursday, Dee. 20: 2 Tim. 2: 1-16, Fidelity enjoined. 
Friday, Dec. 21:2 Tim. 3: 1-17. Apostasy foretold. 
Saturday, Dec. 22: Luke 18: 18-30. The faithful comforted. 
Sunday, Dec. 23: Rev. 22: 1-12. The Heavenly Home. 


LESSON TEXT. 
(2 Tim. 4: 1-8] 

1, I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his 
kingdom ; 

2. Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; re- 
prove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. ~~ 

3. For the time will come when they will not endure sound 
doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves 
teachers, having itching ears ; 

4, And they shall turn away ‘heir ears from the truth, and 
shall be turned unto fables. 

5. But watch thou in all things, endure afllictions, do the work 
of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry. 

6. For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my depart- 
ure is at hand. 

7. I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have 
kept the faith : 

8, Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: 
and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing 


BIBLE LIGHTS. 


2 Tim. 4: 1-8. Charge. I charge you by the Lord, 
that this epistle be read unto all the holy brethren. 1 Thess. 5: 27. 
——Of these things put them in remembrance, charging them 
before the Lord that they strive not about words to no profit, 2 





Tim. 2: 14——I charge ihee therefore before God, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 2 Tim. 4: 1. 

Who shall judge. God is judge himself. Psa. 50: 6. 
—He cometh to judge the earth: he shall judge the world with 
righteousness, and the people with his truth. Psa. 96: 13—— 
With righteousnese shall he judge the world, and the people with 
equity. Psa. 98: 9 For the Son of man shall come in the 
glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward 
every man according to his works. Matt. 16: 27 For the 
Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the 
Son. John 5: 22. It is he which was ordained of God to be the 
Judge of quick and dead. Acts 10: 42. He hath appointed a 
day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that 
man whom he hath ordained Acts 17: 31——We must all appear 
before the judgment seat of Christ. 2 Cor. 5: 10.——The Lord, 
the righteous judge. 2 Tim. 4: 8. 




















At his appearing. When Christ, who is our life, shall 
appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. Col. 3: 4. 
We which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord 
shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord himself 
shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God. 1 Thess. 4: 15, 16—— 
Keep this commandment without spot, unrebukable, until the 
appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 1 Tim. 6: 14——Looking 
for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ. Tit. 2: 13 And when the chief 
Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that 
fadeth not away. 1 Pet. 5: 4 








His kingdom.——Lord, remember me when thou comest into 
thy kingdom, Luke 23: 42 For so an entrance shall be 
ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 2 Pet. 1: 11. 


Vv. 2. Preach the word.——I have preached righteous- 
ness in the great congregation: lo, I have not refrained my lips, O 
Lord, thou knowest. Psa. 40: 9 ——The Spirit of the Lord Gop 
is upon me; because the Lorp hath anointed me to preach good 
tidings unto the meek. Isa. 61; 1. Jesus said unto him, Let 
the dead bury their dead ; but go thou and preach the kingdom of 











God. Luke 9: 60. And he said unto them, Go ye into all the 
world and preach the gospel to every creature. Mark 16: 15. 


Be instant in season.——And when they came to Jesus, 
they besought him instantly, saying, That he was worthy for whom 
he should do this. Luke 7: 4-——Continuing instant in prayer. 
Rom. 12: 12. 

Reprove.——Whom we preach, warning every man, and 
teaching every man in all wisdom. Col.1: 28 As ye know 
how we exhorted and comforted and charged every one of you, as 
a father doth his children. 1Thess.2: 11——Now we exhort you, 
brethren, warn them that are unruly. 1 Thess. 5. 14. Them 
that sin rebuke before all, that others also may fear. 1 Tim 
5: 20 This witness is true. Wherefore rebuke them sharply, 
that they may be sound in the faith. Tit, 1: 13——Rebuke with 
all authority. Tit. 2: 14. 


Vv. 3. They will not endure.——And the king of Israel 
said unto Jehoshaphat, There is yet one man, Micaiah the son of 
Imlah, by whom we may inquire of the Lorp: but I hate him; 
for he doth not prophesy good concerning me, but evil. 1 Kings 
22: 8——Then Asa was wroth with the seer, and put him ina 
prison house; for he was in a rage with him because of this 
thing. 2 Chron. 16: 10. Thus said the Lorp, Stand ye in the 
ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, 
and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they 
said, We will not walk therein. Also I set watchmen over you. 
saying, Hearken to the sound of the trumpet. But they said, We 
will not hearken. Jer. 6: 16, 17——And the chief priests and 
the scribes the same hour sought to lay hands on him; and they 
feared the people: for they perceived that he had spoken this 
parable against them, Luke 20: 19——And because I tell you 
the truth, ye believe me not. John8: 45. 


Having itching ears. For all the Athenians, and stran- 
gers which were there, spent their time in nothing else, but, either 
to tell or to hear some new thing. Acts 17: 21——And my 
speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man’s 
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power. 1 Cor. 
2: 4. 

Vv. 4. Turned unto fables.——Neither give heed to 
fables and endless genealogies, which minister questions, rather 
than godly edifying which is in faith, 1 Tim. 1: 4——Refuse 
profane and old wives’ fables. 1 Tim. 4: 7——Not giving heed to 
Jewish fables, and commandments of men that turn from the 
truth, Tit. 1: 14. 


Vv. 5. Watch.——I have set watchmen upon thy walls, O 
Jerusalem, which shall never hold their peace day nor night. Isa 
62: 6——Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the 
house of Israel: therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give 
them warning from me. Ezek. 3: 17——And what I say unto 
you I say unto all, Watch. Mark 13: 37, Therefore let us not 
sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober. 1 Thess. 
5: 6. 

Vv. 6, The time of my departure.——And Israel said 
unto Joseph, Behold, I die. Gen. 48: 21.——And Joseph said 
unto his brethren, I die. Gen. 50: 24———And the Lorp said unto 
Moses, Behold the days approach that thou must die. Deut. 
31; 14——And behold, this day I am going the way of all the 
earth. Josh. 23: 14——Knowing that shortly I must put off this 
my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath showed me 
2 Pet.1: 13. 


Vv. 7. Ihave fought a good fight. And they shall be 
as mighty men, which tread down their enemies in the mire of the 
streets in the battle: and they shall fizht, because the Lorp is 
with them, Zech. 10: 5——So fight I, not as one that beateth 
the air. 1 Cor. 9: 26.——Put on the whole armor of God. Eph. 
@:.31. u 
Finished my course. And as John fulfilled his course, he 
said, Whom think ye that Iam? Acts 13: 25.——But none of 
these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so 
that I might finish my course with joy. Acts 20: 24——This 
one thing J do, forgetting those things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward 
the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 
Phil. 3: 13, 14. 

Vv. 8. A crown.——A crown of glory shall she deliver to 
thee. Prov. 4: 9——Now they do it to obtain a corruptible 
crown; but we an incorruptible. 1 Cor. 9: 25——When he is 
tried he shall receive the crown of life. which the Lord hath prom- 
ised to them that love him. James 1: 12——Be thou faithful 
unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life. Rev. 2: 10 —— 
They had on their heads crowns of gold. The four and twenty 
elders fall down before him that sat upon the throne, and worship 
him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before 
the throne, Rev. 4: 4, 10. 

That love his appearing.——We know that all things 
work together for good to them that love God. Rom. 8: 28. 
How ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true 
God; and to wait for hisSon from heaven, 1 Thess. 1: 9, 10. 
Unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time with- 
out sin unto salvation. Heb. 9: 28——He which testifieth these 
things saith, Surely I come quickly: Amen. Even so, come, Lord 
Jesus. Rev. 22: 20. 


INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT. 

It is quite uncertain how long Paul remained a prisoner at 
Rome. The scattered hints in the later Epistles make it 
probable that he was soon released, and that he labored 
abundantly for at leasttwo years. Traditions we need not 
notice, further than that Clement (apparently), Chrysostom, 






































and Jerome make mention of a journey to Spain. But after 





the journey to Rome related in Acts, Paul wrote the Epistles 
to the Colossians, the Ephesians, Philemon, the Philippians, 
the Hebrews (perhaps), the two to Timothy, and the one to 
Titus; and probably in the order here stated. The Epistles 
to Timothy and Titus are evidently written at the very verge 
of the apostle’s death. His confinement is no longer that of 
@ prisoner detained on a frivolous charge, before trial ; but 
rigorous, as of a condemned man. The words in the lesson, 
“ T am now ready to be offered” (literally, “I am now poured 
out as an offering’’), leave no doubt that his fate as a martyr 
was already settled at the moment of writing. He has given 
Timothy his last exhortation and advice, and bids him and 
the world farewell in glorious confidence. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PROFESSOR A. 0, KENDRICK, D.D., LL.D. 
REVISED TRANSLATION. 


(1.) I adjure thee in the presence of God and of Christ 
Jesus who is to judge the living and the dead; [I adjure 
thee] by his appearing and his kingdom: (2.) proclaim the 
word: be urgent in season, out of season: convict, rebuke, 
exhort, in all longsuffering and teaching. (3.) For a time 
will come when they will not endure the wholesome doctrine, 
but after their own desires, having itching ears they will 
heap up teachers for themselves, (4.) and while they turn 
away their ears from the truth, will turn aside unto fables. 
(5.) But do thou be sober in all things, suffer hardship, do 
the work of an evangelist, accomplish fully thy ministration. 
(6.) For I am already being poured out in sacrifice, and the 
time of my departure is at hand. (7.) I have contended in 
the noble contest, I have accomplished the race, I have kept 
the faith : (8.) henceforth there lieth in reserve for me the 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord will render unto me 
in that day—the righteous judge; and not only unto me, 
but also unto all them that have loved his appearing. 

NOTES. 

Our last lesson left Paul in his Roman captivity,—a cap- 
tivity apparently not very vigorous, and in which, though 
necessarily under much restraint, he could yet declare the 
gospel, with what results see partially at Phil. 1: 12-14. 
That imprisonment ending in his acquittal, he continued his 
labors alike in the West (Spain) and the East until again 
being apprehended he met his end apparently about the year 
68 (the chronology cannot be definitely fixed), a little before 
the death of Nero. Previously to his second imprisonment 
he had written his First Epistle to Timothy, and that to Titus. 
The Second Epistle to Timothy is written during this last 
imprisonment, and shortly before his death. It is his last 
will and testament to the church: evidently his condition is 
widely different from that of his earlier imprisonment. He 
has already had one judicial trial, in which he was tem- 
porarily acquitted (2 Tim. 4: 16, 17); yet it was but tempo- 
rarily. He stood forsaken by all his friends, though divinely 
strengthened and rescued; and now he feels assured that the 
final crisis is rapidly approaching. Timothy is still pastor at 
Ephesus, and Paul's two Epistles written to him contain 
invaluable intimations respecting the condition of the church 
at this time, warning of coming perils, and fervent exhorta- 
tions to Timothy, who, with all his excellencies, the apostle 
may have felt needed some stirring up and quickening of the 
flame of his Christian zeal. With what affection does the 
aged apostle recall the memory of his loved and early dis- 
ciple! (Chap. 1: 4,5.) With what thrilling interest must he 
have recurred in thought to those early tumultuous days of 
his incipient missionary labors, when out of those scenes at 
Lystra of successive idolizing and murdering popular 
frenzy (Acts 14:11, 19) had emerged into Christian faith 
and discipleship the well-attested and ingenious youth 
(Acts 16: 1) who was to be henceforth his chosen fellow- 
laborer in Christ until death, whom he now summons (chap. 
4: 9) of all others to be the companion of his closing hours; 
who, it is very possible, in consequence of his coming, shared 
his venerated teacher’s imprisonment, and survived his 
death (Heb. 13: 23); and into whose ears he now pours out his 
final words of affectionate exhortation, and especially those 
words of triumphant assurance which have thrilled through 
the inmost heart of the church in all succeeding ages! How 
encouraging and inciting to Timothy must have been the 
aged apostle’s glowing words of happy reminiscence and 
blessed anticipation ! 

Verse 1.—I adjure thee: literally, I call to witness, protest. 
—JIn presence of God: thus giving solemnity to the charge 
by enforcing it as in the very presence of God.— Who is to 
judge: he brings Timothy not only into the presence of 
Christ, but of Christ in his most fearful character as final 
and universal judge (Matt. 25: 31-46; John 5: 22), of the 
living (who will be alive at his coming and be immediately 
changed (1 Cor. 15: 52; 1 Thess. 4:17), and those who have 
previously died, the dead.—By his appearing: the preposi- 
tion “at” is wanting in the best early manuscripts, and the 
words “appearing” and “kingdom” must be taken as 
adding to the solemnity of the apostle’s adjuration. I adjure 
thee not only “in the presence of God and of Christ,” but 
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“ by his appearing ” in the judgment “ and by his kingdom,” 
which will then be revealed in the glory of its consumma- 
tion. Thus the words add greatly to the impressiveness of 
the charge. All that could enforce it to the mind of 
Timothy is presented in the appeal. The word here used for 
the second coming of Christ is not the one most familiarly 
employed to express itinthe New Testament (parousia— 
presence), but occurs twice in the pastoral epistles (1 Tim. 
6:14; Tit. 2: 13, as also here, v. 8). At 2 Thess. 2: 8, the 
two are united “the bright manifestation of his presence.” 
“ Appearing” hardly expresses the full force of the word. 
It is “shining upon,” “bright or glorious manifestation.” 
The repetition of the “his” is emphatic. It gives to each 
point its independent character and separate significance. 
Verse 2 gives the substance of the exhortation thus 
cogently made. Proclaim: cry aloud as a herald; one of 
the three or four words often rendered in the New Testament, 
“preach,” and the one which is most properly so rendered 
( preticare).— The word : that is, the whole doctrine of Christ 
and his salvation —Be urgent: literally, stand upon, or clcse 
by: be at hand, be on the alert; in the original sense of the 
English word, “ be instant (instans), pressing on.—'' Seasonably, 
unseasonably,” in season, out of season: when times seem 
favorable, when they do not seem favorable. The apostle 
gives vent to the earnestness of his spirit in what the rhetori- 
cians call an oxymoron, a sharp, half-contradictory expres- 
sion, as if we should say, “do it awake or asleep; do it 
whether it be possible or impossible.” Strictly speaking, 
therefore, it is not necessary to harmonize the two terms: 
they are a hyperbole for always. If we seek, however, a less 
rhetorical interpretation, the “out of season” may refer to 
the convenience of the preacher: when the spirit finds it 
seasonable, when the flesh finds it unseasonable.—Convict : 
probe, sift, expose, and bring to light the wrong, and 
hold it up to shame.—Rzbuke: chide, censure, put the 
stamp of reprobation on all evil doing —LZxrhort: call for- 
ward, summon to duty and Christian activity. These are 
to be conjoined with long-suffering, that is patient, for- 
bearing, and hopeful, and with teaching that seeks to 
enlighten and instruct. The one is an inward, the other an 
outward, accompaniment of these duties. Both furnish their 
necessary complement. In the entire verse mark the energy 
given by the asyndeton (absence of the conjunction), by which 
the thoughts are crowded together: “proclaim the word: be 
at hand seasonably, unseasonably ; convict, rebuke, exhort.” 
Verses 3, 4—Enforce the duty by pointing to the speedily 
coming time when the sound and healthful doctrine of the 
gospel will not be endured. Timothy must labor in ordor 
that this time may, as far as possible, be postponed, as far 
as possible circumscribed in its working. The threatening 
storm prompts to diligence in gathering in the harvest. 
We should rear every possible dyke against the inrushing 
floods of error. For the times more fully described, see 
1 Tim. 4:1; 2Tim.3:1. The germs of these coming evils 
the apostle saw already present.—Itching ears, that delight 
to be tickled with novelty and error; wearied of the old 
truths, eager for worthless or pernicious noveltivs.—A/ter 
their own: that is, private, individual, desires, in disregard of 
God's will and the common good.— Will heap up teachers: 
will amass, accumulate, gather ina heap: half-contemptuous 
description of their insatiable thirst for new doctrines and 
new teachers. They will go from teacher to teacher.— Unto 
fables: not merely the “Jewish fables” of Tit. 1: 14, and 
1 Tim. 1, 4: 4, 7, doctrines of false asceticism, etc., but col- 
lectively whatever inventions of their own wisdom stand 
opposed to the “truth.” In neither case does the word 
denote fables in our narrower sense of the term, but, in 
general, unfounded, idle, and servile (or anile) teachings. 
Verse 5—But: in antithesis to these idle dreams and their 
votaries to these men intoxicated with their false wisdom, 
do thou (emphasis on thou) be sober: not “ watch,” which in 
Matt. 16: 41; Luke 21: 36, are expressed by different words, 
and denote wakefulness. The word here used means to be 
sober, and of course, in this connection, spiritual soberness, as 
against moral intoxication Hardships: afflictions, evils of 
every kind —An evangelist : literally, a messenger of the giad 
tidings: the word denoted properly those who bore the mes- 
sage of the gospel where it was previously unheard: thus 
all the earlier publishers of the gospel were evangelists. The 
apostles merged this title in their special character of apos- 
tles. Pastors and teachers merged it in their more special 
function of dealing with those already evangelized. Others, 
as Philip (Acts 21:8), were specially known as general pro- 
claimers of the gospel. Such properly was Timothy, and 
this was probably the “ gift” he received when ordained as 
described, 1 Tim. 4:14. His vocation, specially assigned 
him, as pastor or overseer of the Ephesian Church (1 Tim. 
1: 3), did not supersede, though for the time it circumscribed, 
the sphere of his work as evangelist. As far as possible he 
is still to bear the word of life to the unenlightened ; and in 
both functions, alike as general preacher and special pastor, 
he is fully to accomplish, bring to full completion (not, “ make 
full proof of,” though this rendering only errs in inexactness), 


his ministration, his entire range of service for Christ and the 
church. 


Verse 6.—The apostle enforces his exhortation to Timothy 
by the contrast of his own immediate departure (‘ J,” in 
emphatic antithesis to thou of v. 5), am already being poured 
out in sacrifice, strictly, as a libation, or drink offering, refer- 
ring to the shedding of his blood in martyrdom, and the 
figure probably drawn from the ritual drink offerings which 
accompanied the sacrifice of the meat offering in the Hebrew 
service (Num. 5:15; 28:7). Thus more fully in Phil. 2: 17, 
theapostle says(in a more exact translation) : “ Nay, although 
Iam being poured out asa libation over the sacrifice and 
priestly service of (that is, which belongs to, which consists 
in promoting and strengthening) your faith,” etc. ‘‘ The 
sacrificed service of their faith,” is the sacrifice and service 
which ministers to and promotes their faith. For the accom- 
plishment of this he rejoiced in the martyrdom which then 
threatened him. Vow the threat is more imminent. He is 
already (not merely “ now”) in the midst of it. The sacri- 
fice—the shedding of his martyr blood—is no longer to be 
delayed.— Departure: an “unloosing,” probably from the 
figure of a ship “loosing” her cable for her voyage.—Js at 
hand : stands just before me, close by. 


Verse 7—I have contended in the noble contest : equal to 
“My contending has not been in an earthly struggle, and for 
an earthly priz3; but the true, the noble, the spiritual contest 
for the heavenly priz3.” The imagery under which the Chris- 
tian life is represented in the New Testament is sometimes 
drawn from war (with the panoply, shield, helmet, etc.), and 
frequently from the games which marked the great national 
festivals of Greece (especially at Olympia), but which were 
common in every Greek city, as indispensable elements of 
physical training. Among them were running, wrestling, 
boxing, chariot-racing, etc. A striking allusion to running 
and boxing is found in 1 Cor. 9:24. There the Christian 
runner is so to run as not to fail of the prize: the Christian 
“ boxer” aims his blows at his body, and brings it into sub- 
jection to his spirit. Here “fought a good fight” is entirely 
inaccurate, and perverts the figure — The race: to which the 
Christian life is repeatedly likened (1 Cor. 9: 24; Heb. 12: 1). 
—The faith, including both his personal fidelity, and the 
collective system of truth, of which faith in Christ is the 
centre. The figure is momentarily dropped, but resumed in 
the following verse. 


Verse 8—There lieth in reserve: already existing, and 
surely awaiting me as the wreath did the Olympian victor.— 
The crown (not indefinite, “a crown”), wreath or garland ; 
and that the crown of righteousness, bestowed as the fruit and 
reward of righteous living. and appropriate to the righteous 
character of him who receives it.. It is not here specifically 
the righteousness of faith, though all personal righteousness 
springs from that source.— Will render: not “will give.” 
The crown, under the dispensation, and within the sphere, 
of grace, is due to every faithful believer. “God is not 


service of his people (Heb. 6: 10). The righteous judge 
cannot withhold the crown of righteousness. Christian faith 
and assurance hold not merely to God’s mercy, but to his 
faithfulness; in humility, through Christ, it appeals to his 
justice. Hence, says the apostle, he will render the crown. 
The Greek verb means “to give back, to return what you 
have borrowed, to pay what you owe, and in general, to 
render what is due—TIn that day: the final day, the day of 
judgment, of wrath to the wicked, and of reward and glory 
to the righteous.— To all them that have loved: the apostle’s 
expansive love spreads itself over the innumerable company 
of believers. He rejoices not only in his own assured salva- 
tion, but in that of the whole body of believers. All who 
have loved Christ's appearing will share its glory, and in- 
tended, probably, as a reminder to Timothy that he may, as 
a reward of the like fidelity, attain the like glory. 

No charge of boasting can here be brought against the 
apostle. He simply recognizes what he has done, and in 
whose strength he has done it. The spirit of grateful 
humility redeems the passage from the slightest taint of 
Pharisaism. Paul lays all his laurels at the feet of Christ. 


PRACTICAL LESSONS. 


unrighteous to remember” and reward the faithful and loving |" 





or church officers, are bound to obey the law of Christ, and 
listen reverently to the voice of his apostles. 


Before God. Our work is to be done not for men and as 
seen by them, but for God, and as under his inspection. He 
knows the secret motives of the heart. He observes what 
duty is neglected and what is seemingly done for him, but 
really for self-interest or the praise of men. 

And the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and 
dead. He whom we preach and teach is appointed to be the 
final judge of all—both of those who will then rise from the 
dead, and those who will still be living on the earth. The 
very Jesus whose name we utter, whose words we expound, 
whose claims we urge, will one day sit on the throne of judg- 
ment to take account of all his servants. Preachers and 
teachers must meet the all-searching eye of him whom no 
pretense can deceive, but whose loving heart will recognize 
every sincere effort to serve him. Whata motive for dili- 
gence! How worthless will objects of worldly ambition 
seem “ at his appearing and his kingdom,” when in glorious 
majesty he comes to establish fully and forever his righteous 
reign! Only they will be admitted to its honors who here 
have been faithful in its service. 

Verse 2.—Preach the word. This isthe great business of 
the pastor and teacher—to make known the truth of God; 
not fancies, fables, speculations, but the word. Let it be 
increasingly our study ; let us pray to understand and feel and 
practice it more ourselves, and so be better qualified to 
preach it. 

Be instant, in season, owt of season. We are to stand to our 
post. As soldiers we should always be at “attention!” 
Even when weariness necessitates the word “ Stand at ease !" 
it is an attitude in which we shouid be always watchful and 
on the alert for any emergency, any sudden call to “ hold the 
fort,” to battle for the truth, to win souls for Christ. We are 
to labor in season, when all things are convenient, services 
arranged for, congregations and classes expecting us, ready for 
every service expected from us. But also, out of season! 
when we may think circumstances are not convenient; when 
there is difficulty, unpleasantness, the need of extra effort, 
something uncongenial with our inclinations ; when no abso- 
lute ‘‘ duty” demands effort. 1f the heart is right and we 
are in earnest, we shall not only accept opportunities thrust 
on us, but find them, and make them. People will be spoken 
to about Christ not only in the church, but in the parlor; not 
only at religious services, but in social intercourse; and chil- 
dren will be cared for not only in class, but in the home circle, 
and by the wayside. 


Reprove: convince of error, remove mistakes, teach the 
truth where it is misjudged or rejected. Rebuke : when sin is 
committed, wicked words uttered, evil passions indulged, 
unholy conduct exhibited, let it not pass as if silence gave 
consent, but protest against it, and let the living voice of the 
teacher echo the sentence already passed in the heart of the 
transgressor.—Exhort; persuads, entreat, allure to salvation ; 
with all longsuffering: patiently, perseveringly, not being 
soon disgusted with inattention or rude rebuffs; not giving up 
the work when the charm of novelty has faded away; but 
laboring on in spite of ingratitude or seeming want of 
success; remembering how God suffers long with us, how 
patiently the Holy Spirit strove with our own hearts, and 
how worth long working and waiting for is the precious 
result we seek.— And doctrine: this exhorting and rebuking 
must not be mere enthusiastic fervor without solid instruc- 
tion: it must all be based on “ the word ;” and our zeal must 
be exercised in sound scriptural teaching or “ doctrine.” 


Verses 3, 4.—Itching ears. We are to improve the oppor- 
tunity of teaching sound doctrine while it lasts; for a time 
may come when itching ears will reject it, seeking only what 
may tickle the fancy with dubious speculations and heretical 
doctrine. Men cannot do without some religion. If they 
reject the true, they will cultivate the false. When they turn 
away from scriptural teachers as old-fashioned, behind the 
age, too strict and narrow, they will “heap to themselves” 
other teachers. Many who scorn a learned scriptural ministry, 
and boast of their freedom from priestcraft, bend their necks 
under the yoke of professed philosophers and leaders of 
thought, and as much echo the sentiments of popular platform 





BY THE REV. NEWMAN HALL, LL.B. | 
It is generally considered that after the two years’ captivity | 
in Rome, recorded Acts 28: 30, Paul was liberated, traveled 
to Spain, and then returned to the East, whence he revisitéd | 
Rome, where he became a victim to the persecution of the | 
Christians by Nero. During this second imprisonment, and 
shortly before the martyrdom which he fully expected, he 
wrote this letter to his beloved Timothy. We greatly prize 
the last words of any friend, especially of a Christian. Beyond 
all estimate is the value of these last words of the great 
apostle. | 


Verse 1.—i charge thee. This solemn charge is applicable | 
in the first place to ministers, but next to teachers and all 
Christian workers, and then to all professing Christians who 
ought to be workers. We may hear Paul still speaking and | 





addressing ourselves—‘ I charge thee!” They who, in their | 
claim of Christian liberty, repudiate all authority of church 


speakers and reviewers as others do those of a scriptural 
ministry. How many in our day resolutely “turn away their 
ears from the truth,” and give themselves over to “ fables,” 
to the ever-shifting fogs of skeptical theories. Therefore the 
more reason why teachers should give all possible diligence 
to instill the old truth of God's word into the minds of chil- 
dren before they are in danger from “ itching ears.” 


Verse 5.— Watch in all things. Vigilance is needed by 
pastors and teachers; in their own reading, in their daily life, 
in the example they set, in the temper they cherish, in the 


| motives which prompt their work, for their enemy is always 


watching to assail or seduce them.—LHndure afflictions. 
Christian workers, like soldiers, must expect to “ endure hard- 
ness.” God fits for service by trial. It is no strange thing. 
When it comes, regard it as a token of being in the army of 
Christ. Do not murmur, or repine, or be impatient, but 
quietly and thankfully endure.—Do the work of an evangelist. 
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Whatever was the exact office Timothy held, we all share the 
work of evangelizing—making known the gospel of Christ. 
Let us do thiswork. Letnothing interrupt it. Whether the 
pastorate, or the labor of the school, or any other service, let 
not loss of property, or anxieties of business, or the slander of 
foes, or the unkindness of friends, or change of life, or 
bereavement, be any excuse for pausing in the great business 
entrusted to us. Whatever else is interrupted—‘do the 
work of an evangelist.” In one of the schools under the 
writer's superintendence, situated in a very poor and wretched 
district of South London, William West was teacher and 
superintendent during more than seven 8. He was 
only a clerk in an office. When he went his annual holiday to 
Margate, he used to return on Saturday, for his Sunday class, 
and go back to the seaside on the Monday. He was never 
absent from that one dingy school a single Sunday during sev- 
enty years, except the very last of his life, and then his class 
gathered around his bed to receive his “ last words.” This 
one thing he did, and did it till he died. Thus many an 
unknown Sunday-school teacher may imitate the example 
and share the crown of an apostle Paul, ‘doing the work 
of an evangelist."—Make full proof of thy ministry; by 
discharging the duties of it ; not only claiming to be regarded 
as a pastor or teacher, which some are only in name, who 
therefore need to assert their claims, but by actually per- 
forming the duties of such ministry. It would be much better 
if some, instead of boasting their high claims to office, their 
superior ordination and rank, would, by diligence and 
efficiency, prove the reality of their ministry. 


Verse 6.—Feady to be offered. Asa drink-offering poured 
out; or as oil on the victim about to be sacrificed. He 
knew his end was near, and was not dismayed. He served a 
good Master, who would be with him tothe last. His life was 
beyond the reach of Nero. His aim had been not to live long, 
though this had been granted, but to be faithful. He regarded 
death not as extinction, but as “departure.” He was soon 
to be with Jesus, which was far better. Though the word 
means “I am about to die,” no one could more emphatically 
use our word “ready” in its usual sense. He was willing to 
suffer, he was prepared for death, he had nothing yet to do to 
fit him for the great change. So should we be always living 
in a state of preparedness for dying. No special season of 
getting ready should be needed. Paul was eager to respond 
to his Master's call and to endure any suffering for his name. 
Were his persecutors ready to condemn? he was ready to 
die. Were the lions ready? he was ready for their fangs. 
Was the headsman ready? he was ready for the axe. 
But he was concerned for the cause he had labored and 
suffered to promote. And so he stirred up Timothy to 
renewed diligence by the fact of his own withdrawal from 
earthly labor. Thus the death of faithful Christian workers 
should animate survivors to new diligence. Let us catch the 
falling standard from their brave but dying grasp. Let us be. 
“ baptized for the dead.” 


Verse 7.—I have fought a good fight. Many battles cannot 
be looked back on with satisfaction. The cause was bad, the 
method was bad, the result was bad. But the Christian’s is 
a good fight: for a good king, with good armor, joined with 
good allies, animated by a good hope of eternal victory. 
Even Paul had to fight—he tells us how earnestly! (Eph. 6: 
10-20; 1Cor.9: 27.) This fight was not over when he ceased 
to be young. All through his life it was true—" we wrestle.” 
He could not, though “ Paul the aged,” afford to sheathe his 
sword and lay down his shield. He could not say he had 
fought the fight till he could add—TI have finished my course. 
The Christian life is a race as well as a fight. Each has a 
course prescribed. He must leave what is behind, not resting 
on past achievements, but pressing onward till we reach the 
goal.—I have kept the faith. I may not have kept my 
property, social status, former friends; nor liberty, nor life; 
but I have kept what is of priceless worth! I have not denied 
my Lord. I have not lost my hope. Happy they who, 
whatever they may have lost—-money, friends, health, worldly 
joys, cleave still to Christ, serve him to the end, and can say 
with Paul: “I have kept the faith.” 


Verse 8.—A crown of righteousness, Some fight for the 
crown of ambition, and struggle for the rewards men give to 
the successful in commerce, politics, literature, war. These 
may have a temporary value, But what can compare with 
the crown of righteousness! “Of righteousness” because 
sought by combating unrighteousness, by resisting sin, by 
practising virtue and cultivating holiness of heart; because 
conferred by a God who is righteous; through the grace of 
Him who by his own righteous obedience and his death for 
the unrighteous atones for our faults and works righteousness 
in us; because the reward itself is perfected righteousness, a 
life to be spent in a righteous heaven, and in the perfect 
fulfillment and enjoyment of righteousness — Zhe Lord, the 
righteous Judge, shall give me. The reward she gives are not 
indiscriminately and arbitrarily bestowed, or in the exercise 
of mere prerogative. There is a reason and a righteous 
reason for bestowing the crown. It is given by a God who 
loves, commands, encourages, and helps righteousness. It is 
reasonable that they who fight for righteousness should wear 
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a galling burden forever! Into that kingdom “shall in no 
wise enter any that defileth.” 

Not to me only. The rewards of this world can only be for 
afew. The prize for the swiftest can only be gained by one. 
“They run all, but one obtaineth the prize.” But in the 
Christian race all who strive faithfully share the reward. 
Here is the true equality and fraternity. The humblest and 
feeblest may rank with a Paul by emulating his zeal and 
fidelity.—All them that love his appearing. Blessed bond 
that unites the friends of Jesus of all ages, nations, conditions. 
They love to contemplate his coming into the world to redeem 
it. They love his entrance into their own hearts when they 
were converted. They welcome him day by day, and rejoice 
that he manifests himself to them as he does not unto the 
world. They joyfully expect his second advent—‘ Looking 
to that blessed hope, the glorious appearing of our great God 
and Saviour, Jesus Christ.” For ali such there is laid up, 
safe from ail dangers, accidents, assaults, laid up in the 
loving care of Jesus, that “crown of righteousness which 
fadeth not away.” 


ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL, 


Icharge thee. . . before God and the Lord Jesus Christ (v. 1). 
Duty has a new meaning when it is done under the eye of 
one in authority. Napoleon always wanted his soldiers in 
battle to have in mind that the Emperor was watching them. 
There are few servants who do not work with a iresh spur 
while their employers are in sight. The average school-room 
is commonly a very different place when the teacher has left 
it for a few minutes, than while he is present. A witness on 
the stand is more careful than elsewhere in his words, because 
his every statement is noted by those who would prove him 
false or perjured if he told aught else than the truth. Yet all 
of us speak, and learn, and work, and fight in the immediate 
presence of God and the Lord Jesus Christ, and all that we do 
or fail to do is recorded for the day of judgment. 


Be instant in season, out of season (vy. 2). Almost every- 
body is ready to work ‘in season ’—as they look at season- 
ableness, Even Felix would have turned to the Lord at 
Paul's preaching—ii he had found “a convenient season.” 
There are Christians who rarely press the subject of personal 
religion on members of their own families, or on their friends 
and acquaintances, because it always seems to them that just 
then that subject would be “ out of season.” They would be 
talking about Christ and his salvation continually—or so 
they think—if only it were seasonable todo so. Paul under- 
stood this difficulty. His counsel to us is, therefore, that we 
do the Lord’s work at one time or another. If we can’t do it 
“in season,” we had better do it “out of season.” Anyway, 
let us do it. 


After their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers (v. 3). 
If a preacher wants popularity, let him preach what his 
hearers already believe; at all events let him not declare 
against what they do believe. Men and women who will 
not go to any Christian church will clamber up into some ill- 
seated hall tosit by the hour hearing a weak-minded brother 
or a strong-minded sister rant against Christianity, or rhap- 
sodize in praise of natural religion and spiritual affinities. 
And every preacher in one of these outlandish gatherings 
feels sure of his audience. He knows to begin with that all 
who come to hear Aim believe what he believes—or what he 
is going to say he believes. He is a preacher—“ after their 
ownlusts.” This is the trouble with the theatre as ‘‘ a school 
of morals ”"—as some would call it. The people who attend 
a theatre are not disposed to patronize plays which are not in 
the main “after their own lusts.” The truths which they 
most need to hear cannot be proclaimed there without a 
danger of thinning out the audience. 


Shall turn away . . . from the truth,and . . . be turned unto 
fables (vy. 4). As arule,a man who will not believe God’s 
truth is ready to believe almost anything else. The most 
credulous of all people are found among infidels. There are 
none readier to believe in ghosts, and witches, and “ mediums,” 
than those who count the statements of the Bible unreason- 
able. A child who turns away from his loving mother’s call, 
to hear and heed the voice of strangers in a crowded street, is 
not so foolish, or in so great danger, as the person who turns 
from God's truth to the fables of superstition. 

Make full proof of thy ministry (v. 5). There ought to be 
no half-way work in the Lord’s service. The Lord demands 
the whole heart, the whole time, all the talents, ail the pos- 
sessions, of all his servants. Anything short of this is short 
of the correct standard. Asa preacher, as a teacher, as a 
parent, as a scholar, as a worker anywhere, he who would do 
God's will must fill every department of his sphere—must 
“ make full proof” of his ministry. 

Ihave fought a good fight (v. 7). Fighting is a very good 
business in its way. Fighting, battling, resisting, are terms 
often used in the New Testament. They have still an im- 
portant meaning to the soldier of Christ. We have to fight 








its crown. Alas for those who live unrighteous lives, and yet the Devil, to fight his temptations, to fight our own lusts and 
dream of winning a crown which would not fit them, but be weaknesses. Unless we fight day by day as our spiritual 


enemies show themselves, we shall not be able to say at the 


end of our course “ We have fought a good course.” What 
good fighting are you doing just now? 
A crown of righteousness; which the Lord... shall give 
. unto all them . . . that love his appearing (v. 8). There 


is a crown for those who look for the coming again of their 
Lord. Our Saviour wants not only to be remembered grate- 
fully for what he did while on earth ; but to be looked for long- 
ingly in his re-appearing. There is such a thing as thinking 
too exclusively of the humiliation and suffering of Jesus, and 
too little of his exaltation and triumph. Jesus is to come 
again. We ought not only to admit that he is to return, but 
to “ love his appearing.” 


—"T was aware of aa angel 
Who was going swiftly by, 

With the gladness of one who goeth 
In the light of God Most High 


And he paused before the door 
Beside my place, 

And the likeness of a smile 
Was on his face: 

‘Weep not,’ he said, ‘for unto you is given 
To watch for the coming of His feet 

Who is the glory of our blessed heaven 
The work and watching will be very sweet, 
Even in an earthly home; 

And in such an hour as you think not— 
He will come.’” 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


Paul’s life of working and suffering for Christ was nearly 
spent. Where was he in our last lesson? How did hespend 
his time every day? In whose name was he teaching and 
preaching? How did the Jews receive his teaching? How 
long did he stay in his own hired housein Rome? The 
Bible does not tell us anything more about Paul's life, after 
the end of Luke’s story in the Book of Acts. But we learn a 
good deal from his own letters; and from some very old books 
we have the story of the last few years of his life. 

After being two years a prisoner in Rome, he was brought 
before the emperor and allowed to go free, for nothing could 
be proved against him. Then he traveled about, visiting the 
different churches, and to some places where a few Christians 
were scattered, and to some far-off countries where Jesus 
Christ had never been preached. 

Paul always loved to be a missionary to the heathen; while 
doing it for the last time, the cruel emperor Nero hated and 
persecuted the Christians more than ever. Whether Paul 
came back, or whether he was arrested somewhere else and 
brought to Rome to be tried, is not known, but when he was 
nearly seventy years old he was again a prisoner in Rome. 
Not in his own hired house, but in a wretched cell below the 
ground, in a damp, dismal prison. From that place he wrote 
the words of our lesson to-day. Where were they written? 

Do you remember the young man who sometimes traveled 
with Paul, who had known the Scriptures from a child, 
whose mother and grandmother had taught him the same 
Old Testament Bible stories that your mother and teachers 
tell you now? That was Timothy; and Paul begins his letier 
to him, “ My dearly beloved son.” The words of Paul in this 
lesson are from that letter, written, it is thought, in that iast 
prison cell where the old man was in chains. If you were in 
such a place, and could write a letter, wouldn’t you tell how 
you suffered, and how cold and damp it was, how lonely the 
dark nights were ?—but not much darker than the days, for 
could the sunshine ever reach down so deep in the cell below 
the stone walls and solid towers of the emperor’s prison ? 

But Paul did not write so; he cared so much more that 
Timothy should stand up for Jesus, that he did not complain, 
nor ask him to do anything, even to try to get him out of 
prison ; but he had strong words to remind him what to do 
for his Master. Timothy had care of the church at Ephesus, 
where Paul preached so long. (Recall something of his work 
there.) 

Paul was so earnest that Timothy should do as he told him, 
that he said, I charge thee. He charged him to preach the 
word. Perhaps Paul was afraid that there were more of those 
wicked books that were not destroyed in the great book 
burning long before at Ephesus, and he wanted the people to 
hear and believe the true word of God, and not the made up 
stories of those books. He wanted him to reprove when they 
did wrong, to speak in all patience and kindness, to watch, 
to endure afilictions, to do the work of one who was glad to 
tell the good news of salvation. Was not that what Paul 
had been doing many years? Whose word did he preach? 
What did he say in the letter about himself? “Iam ready to 
be offered.” Had not his whole life been an offering of service 


to God? Now it seemed as if his life-blood would soon be 
poured out, like the blood of the animals in sacrifice, or as 
the priests poured the oil on the altar when they worshiped. 
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When aprisoner in Rome before, he wrote to the Philippians 
that he desired to depart and be with Christ; many a weary 
day and night he had spent since then, and now he says in 
prison again— The time of my departure is athand.” Paul 
was ready. 

He had always been willing to live and suffer or to die for 
Christ, now he knew that the time to die must soon come. He 
had been once on trial, and he says “ail men forsook me.” 
How was it with Jesus on the night of his trial? did his 
friends stand by him then? In those days when Paul was 
tried, no man’s life was safe if he dared defend a Christian ; 
for they were all punished in the most cruel ways: some 
given to wild beasts, some put on a cross, some were scourged 
and their bodies tortured in every way, some made to kneel 
and bend the neck on a block, and a soldier cut off their head. 

Paul could not tell how soon his turn might come when he 
wrote this letter to Timothy ; he asked him to come and see him, 
and try to come before winter. Perhaps his dungeon was 
cold, even in days of summer, for he asked Timothy to bring 
with him a cloak he had left, as well as some books 
and parchments. But whether the time was to be long or 
short, Paul was ready. He could look back on his life and 
write our golden text of to-day. 

In those days there were many pablic games in great 
amphitheatres, where thousands could look on. Sometimes 
two men wrestled together to see which could conquer the 
other. Paul says, “I have fought a good fight ;” for we are 
taught that sin is our greatest enemy, and we must fight 
against it as men would struggle for the mastery. Had not 
Paul fought bravely, long, and well? 

He says, “I have finished my course;’’ One of the great 
games of that day was to see men running for a prize; the 
judge sat on a high seat overlooking the course where the 
trial was to be, and there was a signal for all to start at the 
same instant. How eagerly they went, swiftly and surely, 
eyes fixed on the spot marked for the end! never looking at 
crowd or judge, they rushed and ran, and whosoever first 
reached the end of the course won the prize. The judge 
called his name, and proclaimed him victor, while shouts rang 
out from the excited crowd. Paul had finished the course of 
a Christian life, he had kept the faith. In ail his trials he 
kept his eye fixed on Christ, and said, “I know whom I have 
believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which 
[| have committed unto him against that day ;” so he pressed on 
to the mark of the high calling in Christ Jesus. Paul knew 
that he was to be crowned. He was sure of it when he wrote, 
“There is laid up for me a crown of righteousness.” In the 
Grecian games, while the crowd cheered and waved their 
hands, the judge placed on the victor’s head a wreath of green 
leaves, and to win it men toiled and practised for months. 
Paul knew it was an unfading crown he was to have. He 
knew a day was coming when the Lord, the righteous Judge, 
who never makes any mistakes, will himself give a crown of 
righteousness; and Paul rejoiced that others would have it 
too, for he said “ not to me only.” How many could win the 
crown where many ran in the race at their games? All but 
one had failed and were disappointed; but Paul was glad 
because the Lord never forgets even the lowliest of his chil- 
dren, and will give a crown to all who love him. 


Now you know how Paul wrote his last cheerful words; he 
knew the hungry lions were in cages waiting to be turned 
loose into the great public gardens where crowds would sit 
to see the struggles of the Christians given to the fierce 
beasts, perhaps he might be given to them; he knew the 
sold:ers’ swords were sharp and ready to shed the blood of 
Christians, and that his turn to suffer death wouid come before 
very long; he knew there were dark winding passages in the 
rocks outside the city where the martyrs were buried, and 
that his grave would be there; but he could forget all these 
things and write to his beloved Timothy of his comforts, his 
hopes, and his joy. We do not know exactly the time when 
Paul was led out to die. Because he was a free-born Roman, 
they would not crucify him as they did Peter; but some sum- 
mer day, a company of soldiers led him out beyond the city, 
and he was beheaded. A few Christians took his body and 
buried it where many other martyrs were laid on the rocky 
shelves in the strange dark passages that reached many miles 
around the city. In those places the Christians sometimes 
used to carry torches, and meet to pray and worship; for their 
lives were in danger if they were found holding public Chris- 
tian service. These are the main facts of the lesson, from 
which each teacher can select and rearrange. For very little 
ones it can all be simply told in two parts: Paul’s words to 
Timothy, and about himself. From the first part it will be 
easy to put a few words on the blackboard which hold the 
spirit of the charge, using questions like these—Are they for 
any but ministers? Ought every Christian to work for 
Christ? Can children work for hin? Then explain practi- 
e-lly such words as, watch—work—endure. Those who love 
to give pictorial blackboard illustration, will find ample 
opportunity for colored crayons by giving the story of the 
Grecian games, drawing a laurel wreath at the same time, and 
in contrast, the unfading crown for “ all who love His appear- 
ing” 


But, however you may teach, do not make your words or 


your work so attractive as to hide the true application :—Is 
there a crown awaiting you? Was Paul right in saying it 
was for all? Tell how Jesus by parable taught that the 
Judge will at the last day say, “ Well done, good and faith- 

| fal servant; enter into the joy of thy Lord.” That he tells us 
his own voice will say, “Come, ye blessed of my Father ;" that 
he has promised, ‘‘ Be thou faithful unto death, and I will 
give thee a crown of life.” Do not omit to teach that all this 
is because of another crown woven of thorns on Calvary, 
where Jesus suffered and died that all who love him may 
wear the crown of life forever. 





| BLACKBOARD. 
BY HENRY PLANT, 


| A. D. 67 or 68—near the close of Paul’s second imprison- 
| ment in Rome—his first trial before the prefect under Nero 
over; and he awaiting his second and final trial. Timothy, 
in one of the provinces of Asia Minor, probably in the city 
of Ephesus. Paul, in view of the coming apostasy and his 
own approaching death, writes these last words : 


Part 1. CHARGE TO TIMOTHY : 





0 
and the 


God 
Before 


Lord Jesus Christ 





Part 2. 





Reprove. 
Rebuke. 


Preach the word. 
Exhort. 














Part 3. 





| 


| é A crown! | 





I have fought— 
I have finished— 
I have kept— 





Part 4. 





Be thou 
Faithtul unto death. 





| 
I will give thee | 
A crown of life | 

| 








ILLUSTRATIONS. 


CHARGE TO FipELiry.—An army in actual war always 
establishes its pickets, sends out its scouts, and posts its 
sentinels, that they may know the movements of the enemy, 
and be ready to meet him. The general who should omit 
these precautionary measures would be dismissed in disgrace ; 
and his army would be in great danger of defeat. The 
sentinel who should neglect his duty, or sleep at his post, 
would be punished with death. So Paul, the departing 
soldier, hands over to Timothy, his successor, this responsible 
charge in the army of Christ; and in this light should his 
last words be read. 

Apostasy Forerorp.—Like most prophecies, this one of 
Paul appears to have a double or even multiple fulfillment. 
Edwards, writing of the Reformation, two hundred years 
afterwards, notices the relapse into error and apostasy ; and 
with regard to the times that followed thé revivals in the 
day of Edwards and others, a modern writer says: ‘ Such 
had been the downward progress in New England. Revivals 
had become less frequent and less powerful.... The 
difference between the church and the world was vanishing 
away. Church discipline was neglected, and the growing 
laxness of morals was invading the churches. And yet 
never, perhaps, had the expectation of reaching heaven at 
last, been more general or more confident. The young were 
abandoning themselves to frivolity, and to amusements of a 
dangerous tendency, and party spirit was producing its 
natural fruit of evil among the old.” 





ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 


Paul adds a solemn charge exhibitin 
the avenger, and Christ as the judge, vi 
charge his office of teaching. —Calvin. 


Judge the quick and the dead. Those living when he comes, 
and those who have died (see 1 Cor. 15: 51, 52; 1 Thess. 4: 
16, 17). These words form a part of the old form of sound 
words called the Apostles’ Creed.— Ellicott. 


V. 2. Preach the word,ete. Proclaim the doctrine, the doc- 
trine of Christ crucified for the sins of the world; the doc- 
trine that the Gentiles are invited to be fellow-heirs with the 
Jews; and that for Jews and Gentiles there is no salvation 
but by faith in Christ. Beurgent . . . whenever there is an 
a gaa and when there is none, strive to make one.— 
Cl ‘ 


to Timothy God as 
he shall cease to dis- 





Reprove, etc. The term reprove means convince, set right, 


V. 1. Icharge thee. Here, asin a very weighty matter, 


| blame, not only what manifests an heretical character, but, in 


| general, whatsoever is not according to the word and will of 
the Lord.— Lange. 


V. 3. The time, ete. The time, mentioned in chap. 3: 1, 
. when the professing Christians would not put up with 

| or be satisfied with the truth. . . . Their ears required to be 

| tickled by something new like the Athenians (Acta 17: 21), 

| or something pleasant like the Jews of the Captivity (Ezek. 

| 33: 30, 33), while they will not listen to truth and duty.— 
Carey. 


a*s 


V. 4. Shall be turned unto fables. The word rendered 
fable means, properly, speech or discourse, and then fable or 

| fiction, or a mystic discourse.— Barnes. 
V. 5. Watch thou. With the wakefulness of one sober, 


on all occasions and under all circumstances ; and suffer hard- 
ships.—Al/ord. 

Evangelist. Evangelists were presbyters of principal suffi- 
ciency, whom the apostles sent abroad, and used as agents in 
ecclesiastical affairs, wheresoever they saw need.— Hooker. 

Full proof of thy ministry. The margin of our Bible 

| says “fulfill,” and this is the meaning, though “ fully per- 
| form” will perhaps better convey the strong force of the 
| original.— Riddle. 

From such marks as watching, —— enduring afflic- 

tions, and constant teaching, all will acknowledge him to be 
a good and faithful minister of Christ.—Calvin. 


V. 6. Time of my departure. Gr. dissolving, or dissolution. 
So we speak of the dissolution of the soul and body. The 
verb from which the noun “ departure” is derived means to 
loosen again, to undo. It is applied to the act of unloosing 
or casting off the fastenings of a ship, preparatory to a depart- 
ure.— Barnes. 


V. 7. Ihave kept the faith, This word faith may indeed 
be taken for fidelity ; as if he had said that he was loyal to 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and that he never flinched, that he 
always performed what belonged to his office. But we ma 
also take this word faith in its ordinary meaning, that Pau 
did not turn aside from the pure simplicity of the gospel, and 
even that he relied on the promises of salvation which had 
been given to him, and, having preached to others, showed 
that he was in earnest in what be spoke.—Culvin’s French 
Sermons. 


There is nothing of presumption in this language. The 
testimony of a good conscience is a lawful ground of comfort. 
The humble assurance of being in a state of salvation is con- 
sistent with a deep sense of unworthiness.— Woodford. 


V. 8. Acrown. Rather as Greek, “the crown.” ... A 
crown or garland used to be bestowed at the Greek national 
zames on the successful competitor in wrestling, running, etc. 

he reward is in recognition of righteousness wrought in 
Paul by God's spirit ; the crown is prepared for the righteous, 
but it 18 a crown which consists in righteousness. Righteous- 
ness will be its own reward.—Brown and Fausset. 


And not to me only, .. all . . love his coming. That all 
the rest of the believers might fight courageously along with 
him, he invites them to a participation of the crown ; for his 
unshaken steadfastness could not have served for an example 


to us, if the same hope of obtaining the crown had not been 
held out to us.—Calvin. 


A believer’s life and warfare end together. We lay not 
down our weapons of war, till we lie down in the dust. The 
course and conflict are finished together; though they com- 


mence from different terms, yet they ever terminate together. 
— Flavel. 


WORK AND WORKERS. 


—_—@————. 


THE MASSACHUSETTS CONVENTION. 
BY THE REV. JESSE LYMAN HURLBUT. 


On Wednesday morning, November 21, the twenty-third 
annual convention of the Sunday-school workers in the 
old Bay State began its sessions in the Clarendon Street 
Baptist Church, Boston. For twenty years the Convention 
had not been held at the state capital. So many other 
attractions are here at hand, to tempt the delegates from 
the meetings, that fears were entertained lest its attendance 
should be small, as compared with the sessions at other 
places; but at every meeting the church was crowded with 
an interested and working congregation. Save at Chau- 
taugua, one rarely sees a gathering with so many note- 
books and pencils in requisition; nor one so ready to 
engage in the “conversations,” and respond to the happy 
hits of the speakers. 

At ten o’clock, a. m., the Convention was called to order. 
The inevitable delays of temporary and permanent organi- 
zation, appointment of committees, etc., occupied a little 
time. Everybody knows that all these matters have been, 
or ought to be, arranged beforehand by the Executive 
Committee.—why then go through the form of detail in 
the Convention itself? There was a song, led by the clear 
voice of Mr. G, C. Stebbins, who managed the musical end 
of the meeting during the day sessions; and then the Kev. 
Dr. J. M. Manning, pastor of the “ Old South,” delivered a 
smoothly written and gracefully read address on “ How to 
make the Sunday-school a power.” This, the Doctor told us, 
was to be accomplished by substituting the fathers and 
mothers, the elders and deacons, for the young gents and 
misses now in vogue as teachers; but the essay paused just 
as we were expecting to be told how this very desirable 
reform may be effected. Next, your correspondent took hig 
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turn, in a “conversation ” on “ Bibles and Commentaries,” 
which closed the morning session. 

The afternoon meeting began with a praise service, under 
charge of Mr. Stebbins, followed by Secretary's and Treas- 
urer’s reports. Then Jacobs of Chicago, the original and 
the only, gavea Bible Reading on the “ Seven Hindrances ” 
experienced by “ Brother Nehemiah,” in rebuilding the wall 
of Jerusalem, from “ Mr. Sauballat” and other opposers of 
the good cause. Mrs. 8. W. Clark, of New Jersey, then 
ascended the platform (though against her will, for she 
preferred the floor), and gave a good, sensible talk on “ The 
primary class, the room and the teachers.”. She was fol- 
lowed by the Rey. A. F. Schaufller, pastor of Olivet Mission, 
New York, in an address on “Studying the scholars” 
physically, mentally, spiritually, Convention committees 
in search of speakers would do well to hunt up this young 
brother; for he has ideas, and can put them forth in a 
lively and interesting fashion. He was followed by the Rev. 
A. J.Gordon, the pastor of the church which entertained the 
Convention, in an address on “Studying the word.” Perhaps 
the clearest and ablest of all the efforts before the Conven- 
tion was the last of this session, by Professor L. T. Town- 
send of Boston University, on “ ‘The use of modern physical 
science in Bible instruction.” Ile showed how}the present 
awakening of scientific interest among the people may 
endanger the influence of the teacher, and on the other 
hand, how it may be utilized as affording additional evi- 
dences of Bible truth. 

The evening meeting was held in Mr. Moody’s Taber- 
nacle, which was as much too large as any ordinary church 
would have been too small, Though over twenty-five 
hundred people were present, more than half the building 
was unoccupied, and had a lonesome look. The great 
choir was on hand, managed by Dr. Tourjée, and led the 
singing of the meeting. There were three speakers, Your 
correspondent for the firat time stood in Mr. Moody's pul- 
pit, even if he didn’t talk to his congregation. Next the 
Rev. W. W. Newton (son of the well-known “ children’s 
preacher of your city) gave an address on “ Sunday-school 
reform,” or rather development, which, he told us, con- 
sisted in dropping the non-essentials, while retaining the 
essence of Sunday-school life. The Rev. A. F. Schauffler was 
the third speaker. His subject was “ Reaching and rais- 
ing the neglected,”—in which he has an experience of five 
years’ mission work in the most crowded spot of the civil- 
ized world, the Seventeenth Ward of New York. He said 
that in that city there are, on the average, fifteen thousand 
men who do not know one night where they will sleep on 
the next,—absolute vagrants, some honest, but mostly dis- 
solute and depraved. He opposed the plan of “ giving 
the gospel anda loaf of bread,” as tending to improvi- 
dence and dependence, and urged work for the social, 
mental, and spiritual uplifting of the masses on the lower 
levels of society. 

On Thursday morning the Convention again met in the 
Clarendon Street Church,—a large and handsome building, 
seating nearly fifteen hundred people, and crowded with 
the delegates and visitors. The programme was rather 
close; but all the work was carried through, and besides, a 
talk by Dr. Vincent, who chanced to drop in upon the con- 
vention, was tached upon the end, much to the pleasure of 
the meeting. The Rev. Dr. E. G. Taylor of Providence 
expounded the lesson for the following Sunday, on “ Paul in 
theStorm.” Mrs. Clark led a conversation on “ How to teach 
the little folks.” B. F. Jacobs gave a graphic Superin- 
tendent’s Review of the lesson, in his quaint but practical 
way; and the writer hereof tried to tell about “ Normal 
class work,” which, with some business matters at the end, 
and some music under charge of Mr, Stebbins, all through, 
completed the morning session. 


The afternoon work began with .a speech by the Rey. 
A. F. Schauffler, on “ All together,—church, pastor, and 
Sunday-school.” Then, after business matters and money- 
raising, the Rev. J. L. Hurlburt conversed with the delegates 
on “ The teachers’-meeting.” Dr, Vincent was called out 
once more, and responded on the subordinate character of 
the Sunday-school, and its relations to the home, the pulpit 
and the pastorate. A few minutes were given to social 
greetings, a prayer-meeting was held, and then Mr. Jacobs 
spoke on “ What we need,” which he gave, in a word, as 
—work. After the meeting, a collation was served to the 
delegates by the ladies of the church. 


In the evening, the Convention gathered again in the 
Tabernacle. Dr. Tourjée and his choir gave a service of 
song; the Rev. Dr. Buckley of Stamford, Conn., made the 
opening address on “ Language and illustration,” presenting, 
in his terse way, some good suggestions to those who teach 
the young. Mr. John E. Searles, of New Haven, next 
spoke on the needs of the workers in the present stage of 
the work. Mr. Jacobs gave the closing speech on “The 
word and the work,” an earnest and exhortation to Chris- 
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tians, pleading for increased interest in Bible study, and 
greater obedience to Bible commands. So ended a thor- 
oughly practical and enjoyable convention cf the Massa- 
chusetts Sunday-school workers. The only shade of regret 
that fell upon it was in the fact that the Hon. Alpheus 
Hardy, who had been chosen for its president, was com- 
pelled by illness to resign the chair soon after the short 
speech with which he assumed it, and was unable to be 
present at most of the sessions. 


CALL OF THE INTERNATIONAL SUNDAY | 


| instructive story; and the cabinets of Europe are made to 
| contribute to the rich supply of illustrations. 


SCHOOL CONVENTION. 


The Executive Committee to whom was intrusted the | 


calling of the Second International (seventh national) Sun- 
dayeschool Convention—comprising 
workers of the United States and Canadas—have unani- 
mously decided upon Atlanta, Ga, as the place of meeting, 


the Sunday-school | itp square character, doubtless later than the time of 


The only exception to this rule is made for convenience: in 
arranging facts with regard to local matters in each separate 
country, the arrangement is alphabetical, according to the 
names of places, which saves no end of consulting the index. 
The chapter on ancient pottery gives a general account of 
the art, as read on the specimens and in other sources, in 
Egypt, Assyria and Babylon, Phoenicia, Greece and Rome; 
and the author does not fail to remark the confirmation. of 
the Books of Moses found in the science. The Assyrian and 
Egyptian monuments, as well as the treasures lately come 
| from Cyprus, are made to tell their new and wonderfully 


This chapter 
follows the art down much farther in some directions than 
would at first sight be apparent: the Egyptian coming down as 
far as to Christian lamps, the Babylonian to the bowls inscribed 


| Christ—probably by some centuries; while the Greek and 


and said Convention is hereby called to meet in that city | 
on Wednesday, April 17, 1878, at 10 a. m., continuing its 


sessions till Friday evening, April 19, inclusive. 

Questions of vital interest to the Sunday-school cause 
throughout the world will come before this Convention, 
and the Committee earnestly urge the securing by each 


state and province of full delegations, who will surely 


Roman, not coming down quite so far in the ages, develop a 
far greater progress in decoration and art. 
In the next part, the art is traced through the Saracen 


| artists, the Italians, French, Germans, and other peoples of 


Europe, almost down to our own times; or, if we consider 
the scope of the work in those branches, quite down to our 
own times. Of the varied information conveyed in this part 
of the book, it is impossible to give an idea in our brief space. 


attend and fitly represent their constituency in this great | The way is enlivened with recitals and stories sometimes even 
department of Christian work. The basis of representation | romantic. The Oriental tiles, the majolica wares, the names 
will be as at Baltimore; each state and territory may send of Della Robbia and Palissy, with other very many enticing 
as delegates twice the number of its entire congressional | matters, are set forth in an alluring way, and we pass down 


delegation, including senators; and Canadian representa- 
tives in the same proportion. 


| 


through the middle ages to modern times with a progress as 
connected as the life of the Wandering Jew—but with a vastly 


Where there exist state or provincial associations, | more home-like feeling. The details of manufactures at 
(Union), they are entitled to appoint said delegates; but in | special places throughout this portion of the book make it 


the absence of these, application should be made to the 
Rev. George A. Peltz, Jamestown, N. Y., chairman of 
Committee on Delegations. 


Mr. J. C. Middleton, of 805 Broadway, New York, will | 


have charge of the Bazaar, to whom application for space 
should be addressed. 

An outline programme will be published soon, and infor- 
mation concerning railroad facilities will be given by the 
chairman as early as practicable. 

All duly accredited delegates are assured a hearty wel- 
come to the homes of the citizens of Atlanta by forward- 
ing—not later than Aprii 1—notice of their appointment 
to Mr. W. G. Whidby, Atlanta. 

Let then the servants of the Lord gather with full ranks 
to give glory to the name of our God for what he hath 
wrought; and to seek together in his name and spirit, by 
wise counsels, to push on the mighty work. 

“Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, whom he hath 
redeemed from the hand of the enemy, and gathered them 
out of the land, from the East and from the West, from 
the North and from the South.” 

Joun E. Searues, Jr., Chairman. 


BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


PRIME’S POTTERY AND PORCELAIN. * 


This, the first American work of any great moment, and in 
several respects the first in rank among al! works on the 
subject, deserves more than a passing notice. The outgrowth 
of the author's studies for years—not at all exclusive, but 
as an indulged and engrossing pastime—it gathers up in 
systematic form the results of his study, travel, and collec 
tions, but at the same time expands without hesitation upon 
any topic in his way that is favorite or more than usually 
familiar. Neglecting nothing in the proper scope of the 
work, it spares the reader much dry epitomizing from other 


works, gives the old information in a fresh way, and the | 


author's special results with the ease and thoroughness of a 
master. This character of the book is manifest throughout, 
and is praiseworthy. The author keeps, also, his independent 
judgment ; and appears never to be turned aside for the sake 
of Mrs. Grundy, the philosophers, or the prevailing fashions 
in any one department. 

After a proper preface and a tabular statement of authori- 
ties consulted—a very valuable bit of bibliography, by the 
way—the work commences with an introductory chapter on 
the genesis and earliest progress of the ceramic art; beginning 
with the first hints recorded in the Mosaic history. Next 
follows an instructive chapter on the technology, indispensable 


for even a rudimentary understanding of the subject. The | 


work proper is divided into six parts: Ancient Pottery, 
Modern Pottery, Porcelain, Pottery and Porcelain of England, 
Pottery and Porcelain of America, and Marks on Pottery 
and Porcelain. In each part the order is historical, as far as 
possible, and the same order runs also through the whole book. 


* Pottery and Porcelain of all Times and Nations. 


By William 
Prime, LL.D, N Harper and Brothers, 





New York: 
Cloth, gilt tops and uncut edges. .00, (In a box,) 





valuable for reference, as well as pleasant for general good 
reading. The French and German, not to mention the Dutch 
and Italian pottery, treated of in this part are, next to the 
Greek and Roman, the most attractive field, and exhibit the 
highest perfection of the whole subject. 

The third part gives the history of Porcelain, from its 
beginnings in China, as it moves westward around to Eng- 
land; and where not confined to systematic details (for 
historical data are not superabundant) is chiefly illustrative 
and descriptive. 

In Part Four, on the Pottery and Porcelain of England, the 
chief, but by no means the sole object of interest appears in 
the Wedgwood ware, which again is made doubly interesting 
by a full and detailed account of the later adventures of the 
famous Portland vase. The history is here brought down to 
the active advance of the present day, and leaves us engrossed 
with its present life. This part closes with an alphabetical 
list of names and initials found on English wares. 

The Pottery and Porcelain of America begins with the 
Peruvian, Central American and Indian relics, of which no 
chronological arrangement is possible; and concludes with an 
interesting but apparently imperfect account of the inception 





of the art in the United States. The chapter on collectors 
and collecting in America is worthy of special attention: not 
only for its summary information, but for its sound catholic 
taste and judgment, and its thoroughly sensible suggestions. 
The concluding part consists mainly of eighty pages of illus- 
trations of marks and monograms of potters and artists, 
which are found on old pottery and porcelain. Itis by far 
the most complete table of the sort that nas ever appeared, 
and invaluable to collectors in Europe and America, This is 
what the Germans would call the Glanzpunkt of the bdok. 
It should not be forgotten that this will furnish the clue to 
many valuable specimens of the art yet lying in garrets, or 
used in the old pantries und kitchens of the United States. 
The book is profusely illustrated from beginning to end 
with artistic engravings, drawn from the choicest sources, 
ancient and modern. The paper and typography are superb. 
| The exhaustive index at the end contains upwards of two 
| thousand references to the subject-matter. 
We should not forget to add our hearty concurrence with the 
author's wish that the laws of the United States should be so 
| modified asto permit private parties to bring into the country, 
| duty free, objects of art, for their own collections. The 
| influence of such a course on the culture and wealth of the 
country would a thousandfold compensate for the niggardly 
revenue at present raised from such sources. 
The book is a fit ornament for any library; but to ardent 
lovers of the science, is simply a necessity. 


| 


THE DECEMBER MAGAZINES. 


It used to be the fashion for magazine editors to save up 
the very best articles and most eminent names for their Decem- 
ber and January issues. But the competition between peri- 
| odicals of the first class is now so sharp that they find it 
‘necessary to make each number, as far as possible, a “ star” 
| issue; and the decline of the old custom is gratifying. 
| Harper’s Magazine, however, has a special attraction in a 


Reben .¢. long poem by Mr. Longfellow; but as he writes for two other 
ee magazines of the month, it is not, therefore, a great gainer in 
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the race. “ Keramos”’ is its title, and pottery, in all times 
and lands, is its subject. It is very graceful and pleasing, in 
the manner of which Mr. Longfellow is a master; and Mr. 
Abbey’s and Mr. Fredericks’s accompanying illustrations are 


well designed and engraved. This poem will be prized by | 


the now numerous company of lovers of pottery and porce- 
lain, who will also have, this season, two costly American 
books on the subject. Of kindred interest is another of Mrs. 
Prescott Spofford’s finely illustrated articles on furniture. 
An elaborately illustrated paper on the metropolitan news- 
paper gives a tolerably correct idea of the way in which a 
New York daily journal is written and made up. The 
accompanying portraits of leading editors are, without excep- 
tion, faithful likenesses, though George Jones of the Times is 
made to look twenty years too young. The Atlantic 
Monthly contains a sonnet of praise addressed to Tennyson 
by Longfellow, just as Tennyson lately offered one to Victor 
Hugo. It has, we see, been somewhat severely criticised, 
but it seems to us true in thought and correct in expression, 
preserving in an unusual degree the old Italian idea of the 
two divisions the sonnet should have. Mark Twain’s article 
is very amusing, and so is a somewhat similar collection of 
‘‘anecdotes”’ in the Contributors’ Club department, which is 
as readable as ever. A paper on the state of society at the 
Capital is graphic, and in the main correct; but its uncompli- 
mentary allusions are somewhat exaggerated, we believe. 
Visitors to Washington should not make haste to judge it by 
its temporary, though most conspicuous, element; for it has 
a calm and reserved old society of its own, into which 
Senators and Representatives enter or not as they may be 
found worthy. The Galaxy is fairly readable throughout, 
but contains nothing of special interest. Lippincott’s 
Magazine is noticeable for two or three remarkably good 
articles on local or special subjects, rather than by any which 
boast of famous authors. Such, this month, are papers on 
the folk-lore of the negroes in the Southern states; on Eng- 
lish servants, by Olive Logan; and on a Kentucky duel, by 
W. W. Harney. The Monthly Gossip is always readable. 
In Appletons’ Journal is printed a good account of an 
interview with the venerable Daniel Huntington, long presi- 
dent of the National Academy of Design. It is full of anec- 
dotes about artists. The rest of the number is chiefly notice- 
able for a large number of light but well-written and read- 
able stories. Scribner’s Monthly, as usual, is easily first 
in its illustrations. Its leading article is devoted to the 
lumber trade of the United States. Mr. R. H. Stoddard’s 
essay on Keats is highly eulogistic; Keats is and always 
will be a poet's poet. Oyster culture, horse-raising, and the 
planet Mars, are described in illustrated articles. Mr. Eggles- 
ton’s story of Roxy, evidently written with great care as a 
picture of Indiana country life, promises to be his best 
novel. The burlesque “complete letter-writer” in the 
Bric 4-Brac department is very funny, and Mr. Gilder’s Old 
Cabinet is unusually good. In Potter’s American Monthly 
is an article on the “ Power and Progress of Cultivated Mind,” 
with special reference to the cultivated mind in Amherst 
College and a school established in Springfield, Mass., by the 
Rev. M. C. Stebbins, for the special benefit of “ the feeble in 
health, the backward, the precocious or forward, and those 
peculiar in temperament.” The Eclectic is a very good 
number, but we need not recommend any of its thirteen 
well-chosen articles for special notice——St. Nicholas, which 
has been remarkably good of late, comes out with a number 
which is the best issue of a juvenile magazine we have seen 
for five years. It also boasts a new cover designed by 
Walter Crane, the “ Baby's Opera” man. This cover is artistic 
enough for the grown mind, and pretty and simple enough 
to please the children. Of the many pictures, one of Miss 
Alcott, we may assure her young readers, “looks just like 
her.” Wide Awake finishes three of its serials, prints 
many interesting stories and poems, and contains an article 
on T. B. Aldrich, which is accompanied by a very good por- 
trait. The writer rather flatters Mr. Aldrich in saying that 
he is “somewhat above the medium height.” The Sunday 
at Home (November number), of the Religious Tract Society 
of London (American agents, American Sunday School 
Union), has a good article on the late Dr. Tholuck of Halle, 
and a new map illustrating missions in Central Africa, show- 
ing also some results of the recent explorations. The inter- 
esting “Pictures from Jewish Life” are continued. The 
Family Treasury of T. Nelson & Sons, London, (November 
number,) maintains its usual character. It commences a 
series of papers on the Eastern Church, by the Rev. James 
Walker, D.D. 
































Womankind. By Charlotte M. Yonge. New York: Mac- 
millan & Co.—Almost every phase of girlhood and woman- 
hood receives treatment in this thoughtful and suggestive 
work. We have seldom found more of sterling common 
sense, more delicacy of insight, and more of winsome grace in 
the same compass. But the book is primarily meant for 
English girls, and for High Church and ritualistic English 
girls, too. There is a great deal in it which is utterly 
unsuited to the needs of our young countrywomen. The 
chapter on Confession especially seems to us quite unneces- 


_ sary, and we dissent totally from the view therein advanced, 
| that under certain circumstances a young woman's spiritual 
| interests are aided, if she have a guide or director for her 
| conscience, such guide being a clergyman, selected for her 
by her friends. No young girl needs any better earthly 
confidante than her own father, mother, or elder sister. For 
confession of sin, for forgiveness, for daily renewal, help, and 
growth in all that tends heavenward, we must all go at once, 
without any intervening medium, to our Lord Jesus Christ. 
We cannot recommend this volume, notwithstanding its 
excellence of style and sentiment, to those who buy books 
for the library ; but we think mothers and daughters gener- 
ally would find pleasure in reading it at home, provided 
they accept its better and stronger teachings, and decline 
some of its weaker ones. The pages on “ Early Religious 
Training.” on “ Dress,” on “Culture,” on “Strong-minded 
Women,” contain thoughts which those who train the young 
would do well to heed. (12mo. Cloth.) 





Contemporary Art in Europe. By S. G. W. Benjamin. 
New York: Harper and Brothers.—Contains the same matter, 
with additions, as appeared in consecutive articles in Harper's 
Magazine, some months ago. Beautifully printed and illus- 
trated, and well written, it possesses a positive value, without 
going farther into the merits. As to the matter of the book, 
however, it has another value, consisting mainly in its com- 
pendious information. In matters of art, after the one 
grand canon of its purpose, viz., ‘To hold the mirror up to 
nature,” so much depends upon the fluctuating principle that 
matters of taste do not admit of discussion, that we do not 
care much for the author’s criticisms, nor, on the other hand, 
care much to criticise them. But in speaking of the future 
of American art, it is somewhat surprising that the author 
overlooks one decided fact of accomplished progress, which is 
that the world does not contain landscape paintings, old or 
new, to equal those of the American artists. And while we 
might agree with him that modern French landscapes are of 
a different school from Claude Lorraine and the Dutch 
painters of two centuries ago; we would say that both the 
modern French and the American are better—both as a 
school and absolutely. (4to, pp. 165. Cloth, gilt.) 


Vest-Pocket Series; ‘‘ Favorite Poems,” by Mrs. Hemans; 
“Favorite Poems,” by Collins, Dryden, and Marvell; “Songs,” 
by William Shakespeare. Boston: James R. Osgood & Co.— 
The publication of these three books completes the issue 
of the first hundred volumes of the series. Prettier, cheaper 
or better chosen selections from standard American and 
English literature can nowhere be found. The publishers’ 
intention was to stop with a hundred volumes ; bat the series 
has been so generally liked that twenty-five or thirty more 
will appear, though at longer intervals. Of these three now 
before us, the Hemans volume contains all of that poet's 
works which are worth preserving; for even her severest critics 
must admit that she wrote afew good things, though her 
general influenceon literature was enfeebling. Either Collins 
or Dryden might have filled a volume by themselves. The 
collection of the songs scattered through Shakespeare's plays 
is a good idea, previously carried out in England. (32mo. 
Cloth, 50 cents each.) 


The Hidden Iife. Thoughts on Communion with God. By 
Rev. Adolph Saphir. New York: Robert Carter and Brothers. 
—Contains the substance of addresses given in the ordinary 
course of congregational ministration, on James 4: 8 
“Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you.” A 
series of wholesome lessons and meditations, catholic in 
spirit, loving in sentiment, and prudent in expression. The 
book abounds in beautiful heart-utterances. The first 
chapter, an excellent meditation on “the open secret” 
between Christ and the believer, is just a trifle marred by its 
use of the word “ mystic;” and the “ Note on Mystics” 
appended to the chapter is no help to the symmetry of the 
book. Perhaps, however, these things would not strike us, if 
the rest of the book were not so good, and so harmoniously 
put together: it is only that the grateful bouquet in the sick- 
room has a long botanical name and description attached 
to one of the choice flowers. (16mo, pp. 291. Cloth.) 


Harry Holbrook of Holbrook Hall. By Sir Randal H 
Roberts, Bart. Boston: Lockwood, Brooks, & Co.—English 
country life among the higher middle classes is depicted in 
an affectedly vivacious style—emphasized by innumerable 
interjections—in this novelette. It aboundsin hunting, racing, 
and gaming incidents whose propriety 1s rendered unques- 
tionable by the approving presence of the pastor, “as fair a 
specimen of muscular Christianity as ever rode to hounds!” 
It must, however, be ungraciously submitted that the worthy 
Baronet’s notions of morality are not only unchristian, but 
unsaxon. Witness this burst of eloquence: “ Bah! ye hapless 
fools! ye narrow-minded perverters of God's creation, who 
tell mankind to renounce the sinful lusts of the flesh.” 
(16mo, pp. 215. Cloth, $1.25.) 


The Book of Gold, and Other Poems. By John Townsend 
Trowbridge. With illustrations. New York: Harper and 








Brothers.—Elegantly printed and finely illustrated, on heavy 
paper with gilt edges. The binding is singular and beautiful : 
heavy boards covered with paper ornamented with lithography 
and gold, in modernized imitation of ancient illuminated 
binding, with gold corners. The poetry is good, pathetic, and 
humorous, and the whole a charming holiday present, as well 
as a singular specimen of excellent typography and binding. 
(4to, pp. 81. Illuminated boards, gilt. $2.25.) 


The Jimmyjohns, and other Stories. By Mrs. A. M. Dias. 
Illustrated. Boston: James R. Oagood & Co.—Like all Mrs. 
Diaz's books, very charming. How the barn came from 
Jorullo, with its illustrations in the style of incipient (better 
than pre-Raphaelitic) art, the amplified version of “ The 
House that Jack Built,” ‘A Stranger in Pilgrim-land and 
what he saw,” and “ Wide Awake,” are especially com- 
mended—next to the Jimmyjohns themselves. A collection 
of pretty dramas and charades are at the end of the book. 
(24mo, pp. 262. Cloth.) 


Picture Teaching for Young and Old. By Janet Byrne. 
Sixth edition. Cassell, Petter, & Galpin—Intended to teach 
the young, or those who have grown up in neglect, to read 
the Gospels without the help of a teacher. Necessarily full 
of illustrations. Appears to be well planned and executed. 
Not bad for the little ones in happy homes; but especially 
good for mission schools, and the ignorant in crowded citier. 
(4to, pp. 184. Cloth. Porter & Coates ) 

Chart of St. Paul's Evangelist Missions. By the Rev. G. 
W. Bonham, New York: William B. Mucklow.—A litho- 
graphic plate, 24 x 20 inches, with colored map and tables of 
valuable matter. Very convenient and full for reference. It 
would be more portable if the map were by itself, and the 
tables in letter-press. The whole would then fit in its pres- 
ent space without the trouble of folding and unfolding. 
(Cloth, 50 cents.) 


“ Abide with Me.” By Henry Francis Lyte. Boston: 
Lee & Shepard—A small quarto edition of this familiar 
hymn tastefully illustrated on fourteen pages: some illustra- 
tions of a whole stanza, others of asingle line. Designs by 
L. B. Humphrey, engraved by John Andrew and Son. A 
beautiful Christmas gift. (Small 4to. No paging. Elegant 
cloth, and gilt, $2.00. Porter & Coates ) 








Lessons for Little Folks. By Virginia J. Kent. Chicago: 
published by the author—A very neat and good greeting 
for Christmas and New Year’s, with varied simple lessons in 
prose, verse, and illustration. Well printed on thick paper, 
in colored ink. Good for gifts to the smaller, or even the 
larger, children. (Small 4to, pp. 87. Paper, 25 cents ) 

The Sunbeam Book, Vol. I. Philadelphia: Presbyterian 
Board of Publication—The numbers for a year of this 
attractive paper for younger children are here bound in one 
volume. Finely illustrated, and well printed on good paper, 
it is a pleasing book for the little folks. (4to, pp. 396. Cloth.) 





Mansions of the Skies,an Acrostic Poem on the Lord's 
Prayer. By W. P. Chilton, Jr. New York: John Ross & 
Co.—An acrostic, the initial letters of the lines forming the 
whole Lord's Prayer. Dedicated to the church militant, and 
beautifully printed. (16mo, pp. 27. Cloth.) 

Our Little Ones. By C. R. Blackall. Philadelphia: B. 
Griffith.—The well-known children’s weekly of the Baptist 
Publication{Society, reappears as an annual, showing beautiful 
pictures and fine typography, with a page of New Year’ 
greeting. (4to, pp. iv and 208. Boards.) 








PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


[All books received will be promptly noticed under this head. The 
interests of our readers will guide us in making further notice.]} 


Faitu AND Puitosopny: Discourses and Essays. 


By Henry B.Smith, 
D.D , LL.D. 


Edited with an introductory notice by George D. 
Prentiss, D.D. 8vo, PP 496. Cloth. $3.50. New York: scribner. 
Armstrong & Co. (J B. Lippincott & Co.) 


Lessons FOR LitTLeE Forks. A Merry Christmasand Happy New 
Year. By Virginia J. Kent. Chicago: published by the Author. 
Small 8vo, pp. 87. Paper, 25 cents. 


Tur Boox orGoip, and Other Poems. By John Townsend Trowbridge. 


With Illustrations, New York: Harper & Brothers. 8vo. pp. 81. 
e Boards, illuminated cover, $2.50, 
Tue Lire or Cueist. By F. W. Farrar,D.D. Illustrated. Parts 13-16. 


Quarto. oe, 25 cents per part. New York: Cassel, Petter, & 
Galpin, E. P. Dutton & Co, 


THE CURSE oF MILL VALLEY. By Mrs.S. M. Hartough. New York: 
National Temperance Society. 16mo, pp. 326. Cloth, $1.25. 
(Garrigues Brothers.) 


RIPLEY PaRrs°NaGE. By Faye Huntington. New York: National 
Temperance Society. l6mo, pp. 301. Cloth, $1.25. (Garrigues 
Brothers.) 

GREEN PASTURES AND PICCADILLY. 
Harper & Brothers. 
cott & Co.) 


ArgtisT Brograprsizs. DOres. 


By William Black. New York: 
lzmo, pp. 382. Cloth, $1.50. (J. B. Lippin- 


Boston: James R. Gsgood & Co. 16mo, 
pp. 158, Cloth. 50 cents. (Claxton, Remsen, & Haffelfinger.) 


Jor’s PARTNER. New Yo:k: National Temperance Society. 
pp. 128. Cloth, 0 cents. (Garrigues Brothers ) 


Eccs Rearum. New York: Wm. B. Mucklow. Small quarto, pp. 264, 
Rich cloth, $1.26. 


16mo, 
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BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 
pee erred statement of the circulation of | 
The Sunday School Times is given each 


week. The edition this week is 26,250 
copies, Advertisers are free to examine 


the subscription list at any tume, 

Horipay Girt.—A beautifully finished 
photograph, by Chillman, 18 8. Eighth St. 

moan | 

Rev. Stephen H. Tyng, Jr, D.D., writes: 
“The papers published by the Evangelical 
Pablishing Co.,70 Bible House, New York, 
are well adapted for Sunday-school use.” 

Tue Yourn's Companion.—For judicious 
editing, select and popular contributors, 
and sprightly, entertaining reading, the 
Youth's Companion has no superior among 
the youths’ publications. 


Tue Introduction to “ Present Lapeer 
by Dr. Brookes, of St. Louis, is worth what 
the bodk costs, It is on the study of the | 
word. Prefatory remarks by Henry Moor- 
house, Dr. L. W. Munhall, George C. 
Needham and ©. M. Whittelsey. Fine 
cloth, 75 cents. Address Edwin A, Wilson, 
Springfield, Lil. 


Faita Latimer gives us a charming 
book of Bible stories, which she calls Dear 
Old Stories Told Once More. The Ameri- 
can Tract Society, N. Y., has issued it with 
forty full-page pictures. This book will | 
greatly please and instruct the little ones. 
Large clear type, on nice paper. Price 
$1.25; postage, 10c. Get it at 1512 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia. 





SPECIAL NOTCES. 





Sararooa Spaines.—Drs. Strong’s Remedial Insti- 
tute has noauperior in location, or the variety and 
efficiency of its appliances, for the treatment of 
nervous, lung, female, and other diseases. Learn 
more of them by sending for a circular, 





Handsome Pictures Free !—Two elegant 
6x8 Chromos, worthy to adorn the walls of any home, 
and a Three Months’ Trial of Leisure Hovars, a 
charming 16 page literary paper, full of the best 
Stories, Poetry, Wit, etc., sent Free to any one send- 
ing Fifteen Cents (stamps taken) to pay mailing ex- 
penses. Money returned to those not satisfied they 
get Double Value. J. L. Patten & Co., publishers, 
164 William St., N. Y. News-dealers sell Leisure 
Hovas. Price, seven cents, 
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FOR .1878. 


In arranging its plans fot 1878, it has been the aim of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES to 
divide its lesson work into well considered departments of study, and then to get the best man 
in the country for each special department ; also to secure greater variety and richness than 
before in every other portion of its columns, Announcements are now made as follows: 


PROF. C. H. TOY, D.D., LL.D 


of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, a 
*? foremost Hebrew scholar, and the American editor 


of Lange’s Commentary on Samuel, will give Critical Notes on the Old Testament Lessons. 


PROF. A. C. KENDRICK, D.D., LL.D 


of the University at Rochester, a member 
*? of the Bible Revision Committee, will coni- 


tinue Critical Notes on the lessons of the New Testament. 


PROF. AUSTIN PHELPS, D.D 


of Andover Theological Seminary, author of ‘“ The 
*? Still Hour,” will furnish a series of Meditations, of 


Devotional Reflections, on the lesson themes and topics, week by week. 


H CLAY TRUMBULL Editor of The Sunday School Times, will continue his Tllustra- 
3 3 tive Applications which have been so warmly received by 
readers of The Times during the year now closing. 


GEORGE A. PELTZ Cees is to prepare each week a Lesson Frame- 


9 work, giving 
nation of its biography. gec 


e lesson outline and connections, with such expla- 
aphy, and chronology, and of its involved associations and man- 


ners and customs, as will aid the student to its better understanding. 


66 FAITH LATIMER ” ville: of the lesson for the 


The REV. W. W. NEWTON 


original and selected, for each week’s lesson. 


The REV. WILLARD M. RICE, D.D. 


who is following in the steps of his distinguished father 
9 asa preacher to children, is to furnish illustrations, 


will give carefully collated Eclectic Com- 
7 ments on the lessons, week by week. 


OTHER LESSON HELPS. The Rev. Messrs. J.C. W. Coxe and J. B. Atchinson, and 


Mr. Henry Plant will present Blackboard Outlines and 


Hints on the lessons from time to time. 


Bible Lights on the lessons are also to be given each 


week, and occasional special articles on particular points of fact or doctrine in the lessons will 


be furnished by well-known scholars. 





ROSE TERRY COOKE, who is unequaled in her delineations of New England life and 


character, will write a serial story for the columns of The Times, 


under the title of “‘ What She Could.” This is M 


ts. Cooke’s first serial story, and it is written for 


the stimulus and encouragement of Sunday-school teachers and other Christian workers, 
so well known for his literary work on The 


MR. CHARLES F. RICHARDSON 


9 Independent, and as an editor of ‘‘ The History 


of American Colleges,” will give his constant attention to the literary and other columns of The 


Sunday School Times. 


ADDITIONAL ATTRACTIONS A series of sketches of personal experience in the 

* Sunday-school work by various prominent Sunday- 
school men, will be published during the year. Occasional sermons from distinguished clergy- 
men will have a placein The Times. Besides these special features, the plans for the new year 
include the usual variety of Sunday-school intelligence, Ways of Working, Words of Workers, 
Concert Exercises, Notes on Open Letters, Editorials on current topics, and choice selections 
from other sources, under the heads of Worth Repeating and From Our Neighbors. 





NOTICE TO NEW SUBSCRIBERS 


If you will send your name and post-office 


* address, together with twenty-five cents, to 


the address given below, you will receive The Times every week for three months. This 
offer is only for new subscribers. The regular prices are as follows: From 1 10 14 copies a 
year, $2.15 each. From 15 to 29 copies a year, $1.90 each. 30 copies and upwards, a year, $1.65 


each, Address 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 610 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


NEWEST AND BEST 


MUSIC BOOKS. 


NEW CENTURY. 


By 4.8. PERKINS. 75cts. percopy. $6 per doz. 

Is the very best book for Conventions, Classes, 
Choirs, etc., contains a large variety of Glees, Quar- 
tets, Songs, Hymns, Tunes, Chants. Anthems, and 
vocal music of ali kinds, and valuable lessons in 
voice culture. 


GETZE’S NEW METHOD 


For the Piano Forte, 
isa bright, fresh work, presenting the subject in 
the most attractive and delightful manner; among 
much other new matter is a very valuable treatise 








66 NIGHT IN WONDERLAND.”—A MORAL, , 


retived, and highly amusing Magical Enter- 


tainment for Sunday-Schools, churches, or evening | 


parties, Send for cirenlar. Prof. PERRY, 1s3u 
Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 


GET THE BEST. 








SS 
The) 
BEST HOLIDAY GIFT 
For Parent, Child, Teacher, Pastor, Friend. 
* The best practical English Dictionary extant.”— 
London Quarterly Review, Oct., 1873, 
** August 4,1877, The 4 ictionary used in the Gov- 
e nme: t Printing Office is Webster's Unabridged ” 
* Indispen-a'le to every student of the English 
langusge.”—M. KR. Warre, Chief Justice United States. 
Published by G. & C, MK RRIAM, Springfield, Mass 


Not a “Bad Book,” as Alleged, _ 


The Temple of Pleasare ; 


Or, SEEING LIFE, 


The best book published, This is a true state- 
meut, worldly Christians and vicious people who 
are anathematizing it to the contrary notwithstana- 
ing. You cannot afford to miss it, 
di-cussed are: The Bail Room; The Gamb ing 
Hell; The Theatre; The House of Death; The Sa- 
loon of Bacchus ete, ete. Worth 50 such works es 
“ That Husband of Mine,” and the rest of his large 
family PRICE, ONE DOLLAR, Every young 
man, every young woman, every worldly minded 
+ hureh-member. onght to read it. Mailed free on 
receipt of price, by WM. B. MUCKLOW, Publisher, 

42a St. and Madison Ave,, New York, 
CORAT. AND CHRISTIAN; or, The Children’s 

Piigrim'’s Progress. By Miss Lillie E, Barr. A 

clever, entertaining story. Every child will 

exgerly reaa it, Dat *Corai” is worth knowing. 

Rich «loth, 75 cents 
THE BEAUTIES OF HERBERT. By Bostwick 

Hawley, D.D. A pertect gem, containing Her- 

bert’s glorious poems, household proverbs, and 

immortal essay. A gift book par excelience, 

Buy it, and possess a treasure. Rich cloth, $1.00, 

@@> At all booksellers, or mailea free on receipt 
of price, by 

WM. B. MUCKLOW, Publisher. 








SACRAMENTAL SABBATHS., 


on ying, and a number of very beautiful 
songs. Thousands of copies sold, Prive, $2.75. 


ARMOR BEARER, 


By Rey. KE. P. HAMMOND and W. W BENTI EY. 

Is the best book for Praise, Prayer, Gospel, Camp, 
and other devotional meetings. Contains over two 
hundred of the best Hymns and Music by the most 
popular composers, 35 cts. per copy. $380 per hun- 


dred. “ 
CHURCH WELCOME. 


The largest and best Collection of Hymn Tunes, 


| Anthems, ete. for all denominations. Alsocontains 


| for several 


a fine collection of Glees, Part Songs, etc. Reduced 
price, $12 per dozen. 400 pages, Is meeting with a 
arge sale, 

Published by WM. A. POND & CO., 547 Broadway 

Branch Store, 39 Union Square, N. Y. 


SHUTE’S TIME-SAVING 


LIBRARY RECORD 


Tells without the writing of any figures when a 
book was taken out, what number it was, and who 
took it out. It also prevents, if desired, the same 
book being given the second time to any scholar, 
and tells qaickly how mang times each book has 
been taken out during a given period. It will last 
years. 

The Sunday School Times says of this Record: 

“We are assured by a librarian of eleven years’ 
standing that this is the best he has ever employed. 


| The advantages claimed for it seem to be borne out 
| by the testimony of those making use of it.” 


Among the topics | 


SEND FOR DESCRIPTIVE CIRCULAR, Price 
by mail, prepaid, only $1.50. 
EBEN SHUTE, 52 Bromfield St., Boston. 


My Picture Lesson, 


with its four prges weekly, gives the International 
Lesson wn pictures and stories for children. “ The 
best for Infant Classes." One copy, one month, 
three cents; one year, 35 cents rot 12 copies 
each 15 centsa year, Address, Evangelical Pub- 
lishing Co, 70 Bible House, New York. 





We will send 
free to all ap- 


TO ADVERTISERS! 222° 


do any newspaper advertising, the THIRD EDITION of 


YER & SON’S MANUAL 
FOR ADVERTISERS. 160 8vo.pp. More complete 
than any which have preceded it. Gives the names 
circulation, and advertis' rates of several thousand 
newspapers in the Unit States and Canada, and 
contains more information of value to an advertiser 
than can be found in any other publication. All lists 
have been carefully revised, and where practicable 
prices have been reduc © special offers are 
cond for it bot ai 7 pe 
send for it ‘ore spending any mone: news’ 
dress PER & SON, 








advertising. Ad - W. AYE 


ADVERTISING AGENTS, Times Building, Philadelp! 


CROLL SAWS 





ANCY WOODS, 
DESIGNS, TOOLS &c&c 


UA,MANUF 








J. & R. LAMB, Church Furniture, 
COMMUNION TABLES, PULPITS, BTC. 
Silk and Gold 5. §. Banners, $5.00 each- 


Send for Circular,59 Carmine St.N.Y. 




















CTS. will get you 3 pr. fancy cashmere 4% 

hose, or2 Hemstitched Liven Handkerchiefs, or 
4 temmed Linen Handkerchiefs for men, or 2 Silk 
Handkerchiefs for Ladies, or 3 Hemstitched Hand- 
kerchiefs for ladies.or1 pr. men’s Fur top Kid 
Gloves, or 1 pr. Buff Gauntlets, 


J. D. CARLISLE, Pittsburgh, Pa. 





PIANOS Grrnas' i stops, $1; 13, Soe 12 Bes. 


ORGANS 9, $65; 2, ind new, warranted,15. 
MNUVAMISS days’ test trial, Other bargains 24-pp. 
Illustrated Bowspenes all about Piano-O: war, 
ree. DANIEL F, BEATTY, Washington, N. J. 





rand 


B* MAIL FOR 25c. 24 sheets note pa 
same 


25 white envelopes, or fancy box an 
quantity of ladies’ note paper and envelopes—or 
package containing 280 pins, 25 assorted needles, 
72 shirt buttons, 200 yard spool cotton, 12 shoe 
strings, 1 shoe buttoner, 25 steel pointed hair pins, 
and 1 20 yd., spool col. sewin sik, 

J. D. CARLISLE, Pittsburgh, Pa. 





Keeps out Cold, Wind & Dust. Stops marriine. 
No Mouldings. No Waste Amv onmcan arPir 
rv. Coste less than one-halfof any other kind, acc - 
is better Sample package 25 feet 75 cts., post paid. 
Best selling article for canvassers, male er female, 

FLEXIBLE WEATHER STRIP CO., 
P. O. Box 2945. 11 Dey St., New York. 







BROWNES 
FLEXIBLE 
WEATHER 





SACRAMENTAL SABBATHS. Ten cents 
Mailed free. 
New York. 





r copy. 
Address M. E,, Box 53, Hinderbosh. 











All the Best Makes of Soro SAWS 

i] 
LATEES, with Jig and Circular Saw At- 
tachments; Tool Chests, with Best Tools; 


Sorrento Saws, Tools, Wood and igns. 


Ice King, Ac- 
SKATES. 23.22" 
8 Club, etc., etc. 

At Factory Prices. Chtalogues Free. 
D 




















‘ 


- 


RAILING FERNS 50 cts. and stamp. 
» H. BLAKESLEE, 
Clintonville, Conn. 





é <> FoR aour New Forty-Page Illustrated Watch and 
< Jewelry ogue we send everybody Free. 
Feos = 
PENCIL 
UR TOOTH PICK .CRONEGH & CO., 201 Market St., Phila., Pa 





Newpatterns for wood splints fancy work, 12c. 
40sax8 GOULD, 16 Bromfield St.. Boston, Mass, 


ORIENTAL EXHIBITIONS 


Illustrative of 


BIBLE MANNERS AND CUSTOMS. 


MR. A. 0. VAN-LENNEP, 
THE WELL-KNOWN ORIENTAL 
Lecturer, will deliver his Illustrated Lectures with 
a number of ASSISTANTS (all in Oriental cos- 
tumes) and a MOST VALUABLE collection of 

curiosities, in the following places: 

NEW YORK STALE, December. 

INDIANA and OHIO, January. All taken. 

CANADA, February, 

A limited number of days are open for engage- 
ments in December and February. APPLICA- 
TIONS SHOULD BE MADE AT ONCE. 

March is open for engagements, 

Address, care of 


FRED. VAN-LENNEP, 
14 Wall Street, New York. 





2&®- MUSIC BOOKS OF THE DAY. -@x 
THE GALAXY. 


Just out. Brilliant new collection of music for 
Singing Schools, Conventions, Choirs, ete., by J. 
William Suffern.—The best Convention book ever 
published. Five Departments—Elementary, Giee, 
Metrical, Anthems, and Chants. Nearly 300 pages. 
by the best writers in the country. No teach r 
should fail to examine it. Price, $1.00. Mailed 
post-paid. $10.50 per dozen, 


CHAPEL ANTHEMS. 


By Dr. J. B. Herbert, assisted by the best writers 
of the day. This new and valuable work contains 
192 large pages of superior Anthems. It excels all 
other publications of the kind, and is the latest and 
best Anthem book. To bring it within the reach of 
every choir in the land, it is offered at the low 
price of $1.25 or $1050 per dozen. Sample copy 
mailed on receipt of $1.25, 


GRAND HOLIDAY NUMBER! 
Brainard’s Musical World. 


For December, 1877, contains 40 pages of New 
Music and reading matter. AGalaNumber! Christ- 
mas Songs, Christmas Carols, Piano pieces, “ Chris- 
mas Greeting Waltz,” etc., $2.50 worth of music for 
15 cents. Soid by most newsdealers, No person 
interested in music should fail to send for our 
Christmas Number. Price, 15 cents. For $1.50 we 
will send the MUSICAL WORLD from December, 
1877, to January, 1879, with our premium book, 
“Musical Hints.” Subscribe now. 

4a Catalogues of music and music books free. 


8. BRAINARD’S SONS, Publishers, Cleveland, O. 


Christmas, 1877. 


Our improved Bracket Saw outtfit. 








Steel Frame, 6 Paris Steel Blades, 

50 Rett size, joo —=y= Deng, 
¥ Silhouettes, eautiful Swiss Cloc 
emg Set Doll’s Furniture Desi . 1 

piece 


, 1 Sheet Impression Paper, 
of Flint Paper. Full instructions. Also les- 
sons for finishing wood in Oil, Shellac, Varnish 
and Polish. Sent, post-paid, for $1 25. 


SENT FREE. 


Our Jlustrated Catalogue of more than 500 
articles (which can be sent by mail) of all 
grades suitable for Christmas Presents for 
the Family and Sunday school. Our Com- 
panion Dressmaker, containing 125 Patterns 
of latest style garments for ladies and misses, 
rules for self-measurement and a 60-inch lin- 

en tape-measure, and our Special List to Agents. 
All sent free. Address 


PERRY MASON & CO., ~ 


Youth’s Companion Office. Boston, Mass. 
(a When you order, mention where you saw 
«as advertisement, 


IT COSTS YOU NOTHIN 


To try our Organs, for we send them on ten days’ 
trial, and pay freight both waysif returned. L 
right, solid walnut Cases, 2 3-5 sets of Reeds, 12 Stops. 


PRICE, $67.00. 


Always on hand at the Steam Organ Factory of 
ALLEGER, BOWLBY & CO., Washington, N. J. 


LATELY IMPROVED. 
Overcoming al! possibil- 
ity of Sli & 


oO ry) 
der; all s 








Si 

or both 
sexes; worth ten times 
its cost in promoting 
health and securing an 
erect form. Send re 
and chest measure to 
Cleveland Shoulder 
Brace Co., Cleveland, 0. 
Ask your dealer for 
PRATT’S New Patent Brace. 


BABY SOAP. 


Trade-mark registered Sept. 26, "76. 
Made of choice materials, and per- 
fumed with mild and agreeable 
ottos distilled from flowers. It is 
carefully prepared, and of sufficient 
alka'ine strength for a Ladies’ Toi- 
let or Nursery Soap. Made only by 
Rosinson Bros. & Co., Boston. 














1x 21 MOTTOES, 5 for 25; Col. Chromo 

2 mottos, 25; Bookmarks per doz. 12; 18 in. Java 
Canvas, 30; Angola zephyr worsted, per 0z., 12; 
Germantown yarns, 11; white perforated cardboard, 
l0c.; Blue, Brown, or Cardinal Hoods, 75; Knit 
Loggins, 50 to $100; Doxology or Lord’s Prayer for 
Sunday-schools on card board, Z5c. Sent at the 
above mail from 


J. D. CARLISLE, Pittsburgh, Pa. 








SACRAMENTAL SABBATHS., 

















Ss‘. ae 


"16. 
per: 
ible 
tis 
lent 
Toi- 
y by 


omo 
Java 
, 12; 
ard, 
Knit 
r for 
the 














acetates 





sis: Ditka Nw vate 


December 8, 1877.] 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


781 













EDUCATIONAL. 


9AAAL 





a ht 


Address 


i Ge QQ. Oh: tet, 
Yi, Lop y 


(2 


AW, \ 


q Scholars’ Quarterly, 
$. S. World, , §. S. Journal, 
P Baptist Teacher, 


Berean Quarterly. 


LESSON LEAVES 
Corresponding with each one of the above. 


Samples Free. 


LIBRARY BOOKS. 


Ek’S MUNTRLY,” edited by Mrs. W. F. 
best of the kind in the market. 


Send for samples. 





PUBLICATIONS. 





OBERLIN COLLEGE. 


Theological, Collegiate, and way wo gee A — ae 4 
ments. Elective studies. Admits h sexes, 

saloon temptations. Best of religious ~ 
Thorough and cheap. Tuition, incidentals, and li- 
brary fees only $27 a year. Over 1,000 students. 
Fall term, September 11; Winter term, December 4. 
For circulars address J.B. T. Marsh, Sec., Oberlin, O. 


OBERLIN CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC.—Un- 
der the College management. First-class teachers. 
Expenses low. Class instruction or private lessons, 
as preferred. As a home for students, Oberlin is 
unsurpassed for healthfulness and religious and 
intellectual advantages. Address Prof. F. B. Rice. 


Ble Thorough T&STR Business / Ss 
BUSINESS OLLECE 
Telegraphic Institute, 
; os 8. Tenth St.» » Sena Fae 
“ ased facilities. 
“of the ps onl apne Love jn charge 
Atlanticand Pacific Telegraph Co. For 
B full particulars, call or send for free 
illustrated circular, J. E.SouLe, Pres. 
HESTER VALLEY ACADEMY, 
DOWNINGTOWN, CHESTER CoO., PA. 
An institution where boys receive a judicious 
Christian training, in preparation for college, busi- 
ness, or the professions. Location healthy. Charges 


very "low. For catalo es, address 
F. DONLEAVY LONG, A.M., Principal. 






















EDGWICK INSTITUTE, Great Barrington, 

Mass. A superior Family School for young boys 
in Southern Berkshire. Ample grounds, gymnasium, 
thorough instruction, kind < care and attention, with 
the influences of a Christian home. 


JAMES BIRD, A. M., Principal. 





OME SCHOOL FOR YOUNG LADIES, 
4085 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
Best advantages ; ie a thorough education, For 


circulars, ad: 
MRS. J. A. BOGARDUS, Principal. 





REENWICH ACADEMY, with Musical Institute 

and Commercial College. Founded 1802, ASea- 
side School for both sexes. On direct route from 
New York to Boston. For catalogue address 
REV. F. D. BLAKESLEE, A.M., E. Greenwich, R. I. 


INCINNATI WESLEYAN FEMALE COLLEGE. 
C Best advantages in ~~ emma Science, Lan- 
guages, Painting, and Musi 

‘REV. D. VID a. "MOORE, DD, President. 





APLEWOOD MUSIC SEMINARY for Young 
Ladies. Established 1863. For catalogues 

address Professor D. 8. BABCOCK, 
East Haddam, Middlesex Co., Conn, 





OLDEN HILL SEMINARY, 
For Young Ladies, 
Bridgeport, Conn, ees = be eee pal, 
MILY ‘NELSON. 








NEW AND BEAUTIFUL 


REWARD CARDS ror SUNDAY AND DAY 
SCHOOLS. Prices to suit the times—over 500 kinds 
and designs—comprising—Motto Cards—Reward 
Cards. Scripture Text Cards—Sentiment Cards— 
Bible Verse Cards—Good Desire Cards—and 
Hymnal Cards. CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR 
CARDS. TEACHERS’ price list EDUCATIONAL 
CARDS SENT FREE to any address. J. H. BUF- 
FORD’S SONS. Publishers of Novelties in Fine 
Arts, 141 to 147 Franklin St., Boston, Mass. 








VERY IMPORTANT. 


Having determined to retire from 
business within the next ninety days, 
we shall offer our entire stock of 
fine Watches, Diamonds, Jewelry 
Silver and Plated Ware, European 
Goods, etc., at prices far below any 
that have ever prevailed. 

Buyers are siaiead to avail them- 
se] ves immediately of this unusual 
opportunity. 

Satisfaction in all cases guaranteed. 


ROBBINS, BIDDLE, & CO., 
1124 Chestnut Street. 1124 











STUDIES ABOUT THE 
| 


| 
Price, 





|\iIs NEW, THOROUGH, 
| CONCIS 8 


LLUSTRAFIONS 


ON THE INTERNATIONAL 
LESSONS FOR 1878. 


BY REV. W. F. CRAFTS, 


Author of “Through the Eye to the Heart,” “The 
Coming Man is the Present Child,” etc., ete. 


THE ONLY BOOK WITH BLACKBOARD 
EXERCISES announced for the coming year, 


PAR1 I—FIRST AND SECOND QUARTERS. 
Price, limp cloth, 50 cents, 


EVERY SUPERINTENDENT 


And Teacher should have a copy of this 
invaluable help. 


MAILED, POST-PAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE. 


FAIRBANKS & C0., 


Publishers, 
46 MADISON ST., Chicago, Ti. 





JUST ISSUED BY THE 
Presbyterian Board of Publication. 


VISIONS OF HEAVEN, 


For the Life on Earth. 


BY THE REV. R. M. PATTERSON, Author of 
“PARADISE,” etc. 














Every one that has read “Paradise” will be wise 
to purchase this, a companion book. 


16mo. PRICE, $1.50. 


The Book for the Holidays. 


i SUNBEAM BOOK 


Bible Lessons and Stories for 
the Little Folks. 


Small quarto. Cloth, extra gilt, ornamented. 
FULLY ILLUSTRATED, 400 pp. PRICE, $1.50. 


Please address 
JOHN A. BLACK, Business Superintenden:, 
1384 CHESTNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA. 


SCHOLAR’S HAND-BOOK 
(PART IX.) 
ON THE 


INTERNATIONAL LESSONS, 


FROM JANUARY TO JULY, 1878. 
KINGDOM OF JUDAH. 
By REV. EDWIN W. RICE. 
10 cents - 100 copies, $8.00. 
Just Publishe ad and for sale by 
THE AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION, 
Philadelphia: 1122 Chestnut Street. 
New York: 8 and 10 Bible House, Astor Place. 
Boston: 7 Beacon St. Chicago: 73 Randolph St. 
St. Louis: 207 North Sixth | St. 


THE BEREAN QUARTERLY 


PRACTICAL, 
uggestive and Helpful to 
both 7 ot ae © eae s. cost is 
onl ets. a qu r, Or cts. a 
Send. SEVEN CENTS for a yeclmen 





























FANCY CARDS, 25 styles, with your name in 
gilt, lsc. Try us. Schell Bros., Malden, N, Y. 





Na an be en Karese, 
Number) & PHILLIPS, Publishers, 
Broadway,,New York. 








PUBLICATIONS. 





) os 7 @ great va- 
riety of lesson papers, 
f SSI \N } APERS « tholars’ Queltertios 
and Question Books for 
( \| C |) \( fee Sunday-Schoo! Schol- 
} I DU \K iW ars, and the best of the 
- Weekly and Monthly 
Helps for Superiniend- 
ents and Teachers, to- 
gether with the vol- 
umes of Notes on the 
Lessons for 1878. Hav- 
ing been acquainted 
with the businessa long 
time, and a Sunday- 
schooi Superinter ent 
for several years, : cal 
Saae) be of service to schools 
| SSONS ld I¥®) desiring to know which 
are the best helps for 
teachers and scholars. Samples of Question Books 
loaned for examination. Samples of best lessen 
papers sent free. Address, 
EBEN. SHUTE, 
52 Bromfield ‘St. , Boston. — 


Th \\ 
HUN 


PERIODICALS 





REDUCTION IN PRICE! 


GET THE BEST FOR YOUR MONEY! 


THE LARGE AND INCREASING SALES OF 


Westminster Question Book, 


Due to the growing favor with which it has been 
received, has enabled the 


BOARD OF PUBLICATION 
TO REDUCE THE PRICE 
FROM 
$18 to $15 PER 100 NET, 


At which price Orders will be filled for the year 
1878. 


NOW READY. 
THE CONCERT EXERCISE 
FOR 1877-1878. 
PRICE PER 100 $3.00. 
JOHN A. BLACK, Business Sup't, 
1384 CHESTNUT ST., Philadelphia. 


Every Sunday. 


We will publish for 1878 a new 
weekly lesson leaf, entitled, EVERY 
SUNDAY, a two-paged leaf, with notes, 
for children, on the International Les- 
sons, memory lessons, etc. Price, 15 
cents per year; ten copies and over, 
10 cents each. 

s@y-Subscriptions musts expire with 
the last week of March, June, Septem- 
ber, or December numbers. 

Send for specimen copy. 
December 1. 

Address 


NELSON & PHILLIPS, 
805 Broadway, N. Y. 


THE WORDLESS BOOK. 
ae el, 10c. 10 copies, 75c. 
> HARRY ANGELL, 








Ready 


Salvation 
Symbolized, 
Special rates in 


410 Fourth Avenue, N, Y. 


| International Monthly, 


All Putmery or Infant Class Teachers should have for THE 
Crafts, 
PRIMARY LESSON LEAVES, prepared by Mrs. Crafts. 


EVERYTHING FOR 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS 





If you want Sunday School Papers, for Teachers 


fe 7) fou Scholars, Lesson Leaves, Question Books, Sing- 
ZL, ing Books, Library Books, or any thing for Sunday 


Schools, no matter by whom published, send to 
D. R. NIVER, 20 N, Pearl 5t.. Albany, N. ¥, 
| 


New Reward Cards. 





All the Beautifal Illustrated Papers 
For general distribution. Samples Free. 
PELOUBET’S!NOTES AND QUESTION BOOKS, 
SERMONS BY THE MONDAY CLUB, 
ete., ete., etc. 
MSELVES, “THE PRIMARY 


THEIR SCHOLARS the 
They are 





TEACH- 
PICTORIAL 
not only new and fresh, but the 


D. R. NIV ER. 


and for 


PUBLICATIONS. 


HIDDEN SPRINGS, 


A NEW YEAR'S ADDRESS 
TO SUNDAY-SCHOOL TEACHERS. 
ALSO 


The Pilot at the Helo, 


A NEW_YEAR’S ADDRESS 
TO SUNDAY-SCHOOL SCHOLARS, 














Send ten cents for sample of either of the above, 
Half price for orders for quantities, 


EBEN. SHUTE, 
Int. Sunday-School Supply Co., 
52 Bromfield Street, Boston. 


THE NINETY AND NINE, 


By Elizabeth C. Clephane. 


*A beautiful Gift Book, exquisitely illustrated. 
Quarto. Cloth. Gilt edges, $2.00, 

In this beautiful volume the artist, Mr. Robert 
Lewis, has fully entered into the spirit of the Poem. 
and has given to his drawings a depth of feeling and 
a consistency throughout that are worthy of the 
highest praise. It is elegantly bound, and will 
rank as one of the best, if not the best, of the illus- 
trated religious poems. 

D. L( THROP & CO., Boston. 


JU ST PUBLISHED. 

LIFE OF EDWARD NORRIS KIRK, D.D. By 
Rev. D.O. Mears. With two steel portraits of Dr. 
Kirk, and views of Mt. Vernon Church and the 
American Chapel at Paris. Sm. 8vo. $3.00. 

THE STORY OF CREATION. By8S. M. Campbell, 
D.D. Illustrated. 12mo0. Cloth, $1.75. 

Sent post- ‘paid, on receipt of price, 
& ©. Boston. 


Li CK WOOD, BROOKS, 
with four large pages weekly, explains oa ulus- 
trates the International Lesson 4 Teachers and 
Bible classes. One copy, one month, 
one year, 50 cents. Over 12 copies, each 25 cents 


a year. Address, Evangelical Publishing Co. 
70 Bible House, New York. 





Jive cents; 





Sunday-school Books at Half Price. 


A_ large lot of Sunday-school Books selling off at 
half price. Bibles, Sunday-school Cards, Mottwes, 
and Fancy Goods, below cost. $10 00 Family Bibles 
for $5.00. No reasonable offer ee at either whole- 
sale or retail, at 1135 Popiar 8 

.H ART M. AN, Philadelphia, 


New American Cyclopedia. A second-hand 
copy, good condition, 16 vols., cloth; also a set in 
sheep, will be exchanged for good books, or sold 
very cheap. Immense cate logue of old and new books, 
American Book E brohange, 55 Beekman St., N.Y. 








50 Hew Parlor Games 


of Amentcan Hisrory on 64 
cards, 26th Thousand. Thi« 
price reduced from 76 to 60 
cents. “ They stand without 
a rivalin the home circle.” — 
Puiie Puiturs, Singer. 
Also a New Bible-history 
pastime: Tue Ten Piacves 
or Ecyrr. 4new gameson 
40 illustrated cards, 60 
cents. Agents Wanted. €, 
8 ¥REAL, 805 Broadway, 







AMES 








GI R LS 5 nice “7 uted mottoes for fancy work, 
” 10 cts. . Russell, Newton, Mass. 

k RE EL Cards, 10 ¢, a 32-column paper and hest 
4 premium list ever offered free with order 


Young Folks World, 12 Winter St., Boston, Mass, 





The Patent Tidy Fastener, made of Plush, 
all colors. Send 25 cenis for a haif dozen 
samples; also ladies’ indispensables. E A. 
Hu:chinson & Co, mfs., 116 Nassau Street, 
N. Agents WANTED. 








Cards, with name, lic. 


“Snowfi: ‘ke " Ansorted 
Outfit, ide. 


SEAVY BROS. Northforda, Ct. 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 


TEAMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.) 


cee ee ee 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


From 1 to 14 Copies, « « «= $2.15 each. 
“ 15 to 29 aad *“s. 1.90 “ 
30 Copies and upwards, - 165 “ 


(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 


The special rate to Pastors and Superintendents 
has been discontinued. The price to all single 
subscribers is now $2.15, the lowest price at 
which it can be afforded. 

Subscriptions will be received for any portion of 
a year at yearly rates. 

Additions may be made at any time toa club, at 
the same rate at which the ciub, as first formed, 
would be authorized to subscribe anew. Such addi- 
tional subscriptions to expire at the same time with 
the club as eg og J ordered. Thenew subecribers 
ay! = pro rata for the time of their subscriptions. 

ubscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but al-o the one to 
which 1t has been sent, All addresses should include 
both county and state. 

Any person writing to renew either a single or club 
subscription, in connection with which his name has 
not before been known to the publishers, will please 
give the name of the person to whom the paper or 
papers have heretofore been sent. 

ubscribers wishing to introduce Tur Tres to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address, 





This paper is designed to supply superintendents 
with he'ps, in the line of their special work, to 
which teachers and scholars have not access. It is 
published monthly, and will be sent, op receipt of 
ita price, only to subseribers of Tux Times who are 
Pastors or Supermtendents (including in the latter 
class assistant superintendents, and heads of depart- 
ments meeting in separate rooms), and who, when 
ordering it, state that they are such, 

In sending your renewal to The Superintendents’ 
Paper, please mention the date to which you have 

aid for Tus Sunpay Scuoon Times, as given on the 

Yellow address label ou Tne ‘Tims. 





THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 


100 Copies, one month, - «= § .60 
100 “ one year, - - - 7.20 
Less than 100 copies at same rate. 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 


100 Copies, three months, - - 6.25 
100 be one year, - = = 25.00 
Less than 100 pies at s rates. 





GREAT BRITAIN. 


Subscribers 1n Great Britain who wish to receive 
any of these publications, can make — for 
the same by a money order payable at Bh jadelphia, 
to John D. Wattles, as follows: 

The Sunday School Times, one year, . 9 shillings. 
The Superintendent's Paper, one year, 3 shillings. 
The Scholars’ Quarterly, one year, -— 1s. 6d. 

These raves include postage, which is prepaid at 

this office. 
Advertising Rates. 
Ordinary Advertisements: per line (12 lines to 


an inch), foreach insertion, . . — 25 cis 
Special Notices: per line (as above),. - 30 cta. 
Reading Matter: = line (leaded, . - 50 cts. 
Discounts on the above rates as follows 5 per 


cent. on 4 insertions, 10 per cent, on 8 insertion< 
15 per cent. on 1% insertions. 20 per cent on 26 
insertions, 25 per cent. on 52 insertions. 

@@ Copy for Advertisements must be on hand by 
Friday of the week preceding their issue. 


Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- 
ments should be addressed to. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 
Publisher. 
610 CHESTNUT STREET, Philadelphia. 


REA OFFER ! We will during 
G ethese Hard Times 
dispose of 100 PIANOS & ORGANS, new and 
second-hand of first-class makers including 
WATER» at lower prices for cash orlnstall- 
ments or to let until paid for than ever before 
offered, WATERS’ GRAND SQUARE and 
UPRIGHT PIANOS & ORGANS (INCLU= 
DING THEIR NEW SOUVENIR AND BOU- 
DOIR) arethe BEST MADE.7 Octave Pian- 
os $150.71-3 do $160 not used 2 year. “2? 
Stop Organs $50. 4 Steps $58. T Stops 868. 
8 Stops $75. 10 Stops $88.12 Stops 6100 
cash, not used a year, in perfect order and 
warranted. LOCAL & TRAVELING AG’TS 
WANTED. Illustrated Catalogues Mailed. 
A liberal discount lo Teachers, Ministers, Churches, 
Schools, L sec, Sheet music at half price. 
HORACE WATERS & SONS, Manufactu- 
rers and Dealers, 40 EAST tath STREET, 
Unien Square, New Vork. P.O. Box, 3567. 
TESTIMONIALS. 

The N. ¥. Times says: *‘ Waters’ Orchestrion 
Chime Organ” is a beautiful little instrument, sim- 
nly perfect. The Chime of two and one-half octave 
fend and the artistic effects capable of being pro- 
duced by the player are singularly fine. 

The tone is full, clear and resOnant, and a very 
interesting effect is produced with the chime of 
bells.—Christian Union, 

The Waters’ Pianos are well known among the 
very best. We are enabied to speak of these instru- 
ments with confidence from personal knowledge, 
—N, Y¥, Bvangelist, 

We can speak of the merits of the Waters’Pianos 
from personal knowledge, as being of the very best 
quality,—Christian Inlellingencer, , 





WM. N. ATTWOOD & SON, 


Furnishing Undertakers, 


1216 RACE ST., PHILAD’A. 
Hearse, Carriages, &c., furnished at the Shortest 
Notice, Personal attendance at any hour dur 

ing the Night or Day. W. James Arrwoop. 





neglected the most of any. 


{T COSTS ONLY 50 


MRS. ALDEN, (/ansy.) 
Of the Sabath School Monthly, 
MRS. KNOX, (Celia.) 
Of the S. S. World. 


primary teachers. 


for primary class use. 


quarter. 
Address, 


[0 CENTS FOR THREE MONTHS. 


THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 


Something new and Grand, but only for Primary Teachers. 


Sixty-four 7x9 inch Pages in each number, 


and all for the Primary Teacher. 


The only strictly Primary Teachers’ 
help ever published. 


Help the Primary Teacher all you can. 


The Primary part of the Sunday School is the foundation. 
department of the Sunday School is the most important of all, yet it has been 
If the Primary portion of the School is not well 
managed the whole School sooner or later feels the effect. 


THE PRIMARY TEACHER is a Quarterly Magazine, edited by 


MRS. D. C. COOK. 


For the ensuing year it will have the assistance of the following and other well 
known primary school writers, 


The magazine will be thoroughly practical and complete, containing in 
addition to carefully prepared lessons, articles on various subjects of interest to 
In each number is printed a new and complete quarterly 
Class Record, especially for primary teachers’ use and Four Pieces of Music 
A course of Normal Lessons for use of assistant teachers 
and articles on the training of assistants. 


PRICE 50c PER YEAR, CLUBS OF 4 OR MORE OOPIES 40c PER YEAR. 
For 10 Cents we will send the Primary Teacher to any address, one 


DAVID C. 





The Primary 


CENTS PER YEAR. 


| MRS. MILLER, (Faith Latimer,) 
Of the S. S. Times, 

MRS. FOSTER, (Faye Huntington.) 

| Of the Herald and Presbytry. 





COOK, Publisher, 
46 Madison Street, Chicago, Il. 











CHURCH FURNITURE. 


INSURANCE, 





MENEELY’S BELLS. 


The 
the public since 1826, which have acquired a repu- 
tation unequaled by any, and a sale exceeding that 
of all others. No agencies, P.O, address, either 
Troy or West Troy, N. Y. 

MENEELY & CO. 





BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Established in 1837. 
Superior Bells of Copper and Tin, 


| THE PENN MUTUAL 
nuine TROY CHURCH BELLS known to | LIFE INSURANCE CO., of Philadelphia. 


ASSETS ACCUMULAED, $5,940,006.37. 
The Penn is a purely Mutual Company. All of its 
surplus premiums are returned to the members 
every year, thus furnishing insurance at the lowest 
possibile rates. All policies non-forfeitable for their 
value. Endowment policies issued at life rates 
Agents Wanted. Appiy to H. S. STEPHENS, Vice- 
President, 921 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 





with the best Rotary Hangings, for Churches, 
Schools, Farms, Factories, Court- » 
Alarms, Tower Clocks, etc. Warranted. 
Tilustrated Catalogue sent Free. 
Vanpuzen & Tirr, 102 E. 24 St., Cincinnati. 


- MENEELY & KIMBERLY 
Bell Founders, Troy, N. ¥ 


Manufacture a superior quality of Bells. 
Special attention given to CHURCH BELLS. 
_—_ 4m Mlustrated Catalogues nent free. _- 





PER CENT. NET. 


Kansas, Missouri and Iowa Improved Farm 

First Mortgage Coupon Bonds Guaranteed 

We guarantee, as an assurance, that we loan not to 

exceed one third of the actual value. In over six 

years’ business never lost a dollar; never delayed a 

day on interest or principal ; no investor through us 

ever did or ever will get an acre of land, Send for 
particulars and references. 

J. B. WATKINS & CO., 
Lawrence, Kan., or HENRY DICKINSON, Manager, 
243 Broadway, New York. 











and STEREOPTICONS of all kinds and 
Views illustrating every subject for PU 


rices. 
Lic 
EXHIBITIONS, etc. &@- A profitable business 
for a man with small capital. Also, Lanterns for Col- 
leges, Sunday-schools, and Home Amusement. A 
Magic Lantern and 20 Photographic Views of Bible 
History for $25. 74 page ilustrated catalogue free. 

McALLISTER, Mfg. Optician, 49 Nassau St.. N 


DR. WARNER'S 
HEALTH CORSET, 


With skirt supporter and self-adjust- 
ing pads, age for beauty, 
style, and comfo Approved by all 
er", physicians. For sale by leading mer- 
? chants. Samples, any size, by mail. 

“= In Satteen, $1.50; Coutil, $1.75; Nurs- 
© ing Corset, $2.00; Misses’ Corset, 


$1,00. 
WARNER BROS., 361 Broadway. N. Y. 





| 
| 





1825. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA, 
INCORPORATED 1825. 

Capital, $400,000.00. - + ‘Assets, $1,655,717.20. 
JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 


WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 
JOHN L, tLitUsins, Asst. secretary. 


SU FIRE INSURANCE CO. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
434 WALNUT STREET. 
CASH CAPITAL, - - - $200,000 
DIRECTORS: 
NELSON F. EVANS, 


JOHN F. GRAEFF, 
President. 
JOHN WANAMAKER, 


Vice-President. 
THOMAS KENNEDY, 
J. E. KINGSLEY, iS 
H.W. PITKIN, 
J. 8S. HELFENSTEIN, 


JAMES HUNTER, 
wee MILLER, 


1877. 





HENRY HAINES, 
WM. M. SINCLAIR. 
JOHN S. WHILLDIN, 


B. B. THOMAS, DELL NOBLIT, JR. 
F. W. KENNEDY, J. B. SHEPPARD, 

W. C. HAMILTON, WM. A. LEVERING, 
J.S. FUWEL D. E. SMALL, York, Pa. 


WM. H. HAINES, Secretary. 
sOHN CRAWFORD, Ass’t Secretary. 





SLNTE MANTELS ] 


Of the latest and most beautiful designs, and al! 
other Slate Work on hand or made to order. 
Factory and Salesrooms, No. 1210 RIDGE AVE. 
WILSON & MILLER, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Also General Agents for the celebrated Florence 
@il Steves for cooking and heating purposes. 
Agents wanted. Send for circular. 








LARGE MIXED CARDS, with name, I3c. 40 
in ease, 13c. 25 styles Acquaintance Cards, lOc. 
Ag’ts outfit, l0c. DOWD 4 CO., Bristol, Conn. 





95 ELEGANT CARDS, no two alike, with name, 
10c,, postpaid. J.B, HUSTED, Nassau, N. Y. 





Fashionable Cards, no two alike, with name t0c, 
9 post-paid, Geo. I, Reed & Co., Nassau, N. Y 


WORTH REPEATING. 


A MOTHER'S THOUGHTS OVER 
HER CHILD. 


[M. E. P., in Sunday Magazine.]} 
O God of boundless purity, 
How strange that thou shouldst give to me 
This young and tender heart, 
To train to walk in thine own ways 
That he may end his mortal days 


In glory where thou art! 


Alas! how slow, how helpless too, 
Am I, this sacred work to do! 
My utmost strength must fail. 
Yet, Holy Spirit, if thy power 
Be given to me from hour to hour, 
[ surely shall prevail. 


O Gracious Influence, to his heart 
Give will to choose the “ better par 
Which none can take away 
By him, O helping God, be found ; 
To him in gifts of love abound; 
Be with him every day. 


And, God of grace, his mother bless 

With prayer, and faith, and watchfulness 
Now that she has a child. 

Let not her weak indulgence spoil, 

Nor yet her stern, harsh manner foi! 
This heart so soft and mild. 


Help her in every act and word 

To follow close her lowly Lord; 
Be this her only pride— 

That she may holy influence shed 

Around this dear immortal’s head, 
And keep him on tby side. 


Then when the last great trump shall sound 
And all before their Judge be tound 
To hear their sentence pass’d, 
May he in glory then appear, 
Receive thy prize, thy “ Well done”’ hear— 
A conqueror at last. 


Yes, may this soul, of rarer worth 

To me than all the souls of earth, 
But wear thy diadem ; 

Then through eternity I'll raise 

A mother’s song of unmixed praise, 
To thee, redeeming Lamb, 





BLESSEDNESS OF THIRST. 


[From Dr. Arnot’s “The Anchor of the Soul.”] 


The spring has been opened, and it is 
flowing treely. The whole world may get 
life there as well as one man. All the fuil- 
ness of godhead bodily is treasured up in 
Christ. On one side all things are now 
ready. Here is the water of life, but where 
are the thirsty souls ? 


I saw a letter written by a young invalid, 
who had been sent to Madeira to escape the 
vigor of a Scottish winter. It glowed all 
over with the praises of the place; the 
climate, the landscape, the friends, the 
focd,—all were of the best. Even in the 
matter of health there was neither sickness 
nor pain. But one plaint, not loud but 
long, ran through the letter like its woof; 
—the key-note of its melancholy cadence 
was, ‘‘I have no appetite. If the appetite 
should return, I would be well.” The next 
mail brought intelligence that she was 
dead and buried. In the midst of plenty 
she died of want,—a want not of food, but 
of hunger. 


This is the ailment of which many souls 
are dying in the city and the land to-day. 
Wells of salvation are flowing, and over- 
flowing, and flooding the land. The procla- 
mation everywhere resounds, “Ho, every 
one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters.” 
Yet many perish,—perish for want of thirst. 
I know not any pleasure of sense more 
exquisite than a draught of cool, ciear 
water, when you are thirsty ; but few things 
are more insipid than water when there is 
no thirst. It is thus that Christ and his 
salvation are very sweet to one, and very 
tasteless to another. 





SENTIMENTAL STATESMAN.- 
SHIP. 
[From Harper’s Magazine for December.] 


In one of the many speeches which Mr 
Gladstone has recently made to the parties 
of friends who go to see him at his place in 
the country, he alluded indirectly to the 
charge sometimes urged against him ot 
being a sentimentalist. He showed that 
the spring of much of the loftiest and most 
heroic human action is what is described as 
sentiment. . Patriotism is but a sentiment 
Loveisasentiment. The fling of sentimen- 
tality is much like other gibes. It isa torm 
of expressing dislike. “The reason why | 
cannot tell,” and sentimentality is as good 
as any other. Those who are fond of using 





the word as descriptive point to Lamartine 
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and Victor Hugo in French politics, They 
are held to be illustrations of a class that 
regard public affairs from the emotions, and 
not from reason. In the same sense, also, 
Cobden and Bright and all the “peace” 
statesmen must be regarded as sentimen- 
talists. That is to say, they recoil from vio- 
lence, and have a general theory, based upon 
their repugnance, that violence is unneces- 
sary. But the real trouble with men like 
Lamartine and Victor Hugo is that they 
lack practical common-sense, not that they 
are sentimentalists, For it will hardly be 
asserted that all men who are strongly under 
the influence of feeling must necessarily 
want good sense and judgment. 


The mischief lies in a misuse of the 
word, If to feel the force of ennobling sen- 
timents be sentimental, it is certainly no 
discredit. If to be a weak, foolish, vapor- 
ing, and impracticable marplot is to be sen- 
timental, then it is, of course, a reproach. 
But it is not so. Public affairs may not 
always be moved by what is called senti- 
ment, but the loftiest politics may be senti- 
mental. ... From Demosthenes to Chat- 
ham and later men, eloquence has had some- 
thing to do with politics; and sentiment is 
not foreign to eloquence. Indeed, as speech- 
making plays a much larger part in the 
politics of a popular government than in 
those of any other, such a system, which 
we assert in this country to be the wisest of 
all, is the most sentimental of all. 


There is no necessary antagonism, as our 
own history shows, between the most effi- 
cient and energetic practical organization for 
any purpose and the highest sentiment of 
that purpose. The mischief begins when 
the two are antagonized as incompatible. 
Principle is then derided as sentiment, and 
the very purpose for which the organization 
exists is ridiculed by the organization itself. 
The habit of sneering at sentiment degener- 
ates into impatience of principle. It is the 
worst form of demoralization, because it 
confounds honor, rectitude, and patriotism 
with impracticable folly. The desire for 
constant progress and for the reasonable 
improvement of society is the true conser- 
Vative element. 








“A wisely chosen illustration is almost essential 
to fasten a truth upon the ordinary mind, and no 
teacher can afford to neglect this part of his prepa- 


ration.” 
Foster’s Cyclopedia of 
Prose Illustrations, 
SECOND SERIES 


Contains the latest and freshest illustrations, and 
many who use the series say that they are the most 
useful books in their libraries. 

PASTORS, SUPERINTENDENTS & TEACHERS 
Will find this volume a most valuable aid in illu- 
minating and enforcing a lesson, or in imparting 
moral and religious truths. Royal 8vo. 791 pp. 
Cloth, $5.00. Sau $6.00. Half mor., $7.00. 

THOMAS Y. CROWELL, 
744 Broadway, New York. 


Our Little Ones, 


M4 BEAUTIFUL PAPER FOR INFANT 
CLASS SCHOLARS. 


Published Weekly. 
Dr. C. BR. BLACKALL, Editor. 


“The entire make-up of it exhibits fine tact and 
experienced skill, and a conscientious painstaking 
to render it as useful as it is attractive,”—JUl. Bible 
Studies, Chicago, 


“For younger children Our Little Ones is charm- 
ing.” — Watchman. 


It has become an established favorite wherever 
introduced. It is printed on the best quality of 
highly calendered paper, and is 


Iiinstrated on Every Page, 


Its special contributions of MUSIC, CLASS EXER. 
CISES, and its LESSON COLUMN, make it attractive 
and helpful to all for whom it is prepared. 


TERMS: 


Single Copies, 50 Cents per Year, Post-paid. 
10 Copies and upwards to one address, 35 Cents 
per copy for one year. Postage, 14 cts. per copy. 


American Baptist Publication Society, 
1420 Chestnut St., Phila. 
B. GRIFFITH, Sec’y. 


CROWELL’S 
Sunday-School Libraries 











No, 1. 80 Vols. 18mo, $10 00. 
No.2. 16 Vols. 16mo, 12 50. 
No.3. 15 Vols. 16mo 12 5. 





The liberal reduction from former prices, on | 
these beautiful and interesting series has created | 


a larger demand for them than for any other cheap 


libraries yet offered, and Sunday-schools about to | 


increase their library will do well to examine before 
completing their selection, Send for our complete 


ogue. 
T. Y¥. CROWELL, 74 BROADWAY, NEW YORE. 


BIBLE LESSONS. 


THE COMMON VERDICT IS' THAT THE 
BIBLE LESSONS 


Of the American Baptist Publication Society are 


VASTLY SUPERIOR 


To all Others Published. 


_ 7 —_ << 


FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 





First. 
Prepared by REV. GRANVILLE 8S. ABBOTT. 


0 ‘ : , 
They contain the Lesson, Historical C nnection, Analysis, Golden Text, Daily 
Readings, Explanations, and Questions. Their circulation is now nearly 


290,000 COPIES EVERY MONTH. 


Second. FOR THE YOUNGER CLASSES. 
Prepared by MRS. M. G. KENNEDY. 


They are attractive in form and matter, and contain the Lesson, Golden Text, 
a Story, and Questions. 








The price of both grades of Lessons is the same, and for the year 1878 
has been Repucep from $9.00 to $7.50 for 100 copies per year. They are sent 
Free of Postage. 


PRICE: 
One Hundred Copies for one month, - - - - 63c. 
Three months, - . - - - - - - $1 88 
Six months, - - - : - - . : $3 75 


Address, 


AMERICAN BAPTIST PUBLICATION SOCIETY, 


1420 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
B. GRIFFITH, Secretary. 





2 Tremont Temple, Bostou, Mass. 


71 Randolph Street, Chicago, Ill. 
76 East Ninth Street, New York. 209 


North Sixth Street, St. Louis, Mo. 











Llluminated Christmas Cards. 


See article in “Sunday School Times” of Nov. 10 
on “ Chromos in Sunday-school” by Rey. Edward 
Eggleston, 

‘These cards, which are increasing in popularity 
from year to year, in Europe as well as in America, 
are pnt up in envelopes containing twelve cards. 
Nearly all the designs in this list are quite new, 
having been gotten up especially fur the coming 


Nationa: Sunday School | 


TEACHER 


M. (. Hazard, Editor. Best and most thorough 
Teacher's Help published. The Geography, Biog- 
raphy, Mythology, etc., of the lessons, fully treated 











| holiday season, 
in separate departments, its lessons are most | rq] Flo esi 
helpful and inspiring. Its editorial departments are | 599° Biede. o-9-= - aes epvelege ae 
; ] Ty s take * ax ine preeoat _ e in a ee a 
Pope lt sey: iggy be taken if examined. 608, Floral Designs Oi “ ‘30 
0d —{O5~ | 504, Floral Designs_........... x 35 
A POSTAGE STAMP | 505. Birch-bark Designs.____ “ 40 
for each Sunday. In clubs of five or more,$1.25 each. | 506. Eggs, Flowers, ete. saa “ ‘40 
| 507. Floral Designs... . ———— 12 AO 
THE SCHOLAR’S WEEKLY, | % El-ts! Bookmarics——— : i 
® 4 Abe se eo | 508. Woral Designs...» - 5 
A new eight-page paper for the pupil, entirely | 10, Goldaseand Placa “ “= 
devoted to the lesson, Can be given out each Sun- | 511; Bouquets a ” "BD 
day. Twice the size of the ordinary lesson leaf | 519° Flowers, Bells, Fans, etc... “ “25 
Same price. Nearly the size «of Quarterlies at about | 513, Floral Designs. Verses__ : 1 ow 
¥4 their price. ‘Tenms:—Single copy, 9 cents per | 514, Figure Designs......--.... * 1.00 
year ; 109 copies, $9 per year; 100 copies tor one | 516. Wreaths sad 125 
mouth, 75 cents. | 516, Figure Designs....._...__ “ 150 


We will send a sample of all the above kinds on 


THE LITTLE FOLKS. | receipt of 80 cts. (one card from each pack), or a 


A Beautifully Illustrated paper for Primary Classes package of each kind on receipt of $7.50. 
for Four Sundays in each month, } 


Tees :—Single copies, 30 cents per year. } ; 
Specimen copy sf onch of the above FREE: | Illuminated New Year’s Cards. 
ADAMS, BLACKMER, & LYON PUB. CO., Chicago, 


| made, apply to these Cards as well. 











The remarks about Christmas Cards, as above | 


} 
| 
| 


| 


Tor rm mr TEN 7 > | 901. Floral Designs._.to._____ Per envelope 15 
| JU S r I H E I HI N¢ x I O R 902. Floral Designs... . _ 4 ° 20 | 
| a . - " 10%. Ornamental Designs... 20 
ALL THE SCHOLARS, | Floral Designs Us “30 
| . - 905. Floral Designs... 35 
| The Reeord Book for Sunday School Scholars | 906. Fleral Designs... nies “ 40 
is designed to be kept by the scholar, and contains | 907. Floral Designs._.__-_-____ 40 
a record of his own and his teacher’s attend- | 90%. Bouquets —--..---_-_____ “ 55 | 
ance and punctuality, together with the time | 909. Bells, Flowers, Fans, etc. 5 75 | 
spent each week in the study of the lesson and the | 910. Figure Designs...-.-___._ - 1.50 
amount of his contribution | 91l. Bireh-bark Designs______. 40 | 
| In regard to this little book The Sunday School | 912. Eggs, Flowers, ete... 40 | 
| Times says: “Such arecord in general use would | 913. Gold-ground Florals___.__ “ 5) 
do much to quicken the interest of the scholars in | 914. Flowers, with Verses... “ 1.00 | 
| the Sunday-school and toraise their standard or} we will send avsample of above kinds on receipt 
conduct and scholarship.” | . 


of 60 cts,(one card from esch ‘pack’, or a package 
of each kind on receipt of $5.50. Address, 


FAIRBANKS & CO., 


S. 8. Publishers and Booksellers, 
{6 Madison Street, Chicago, TIl. 


Price, postage prepaid, only sixty cents per dozen. 
Send five cents for sample. 
EBEN. SHUTE, 
Manager International 8. 8S. Suppiy Co., 
62 BROMFIELD ST., BOSTON, 


| 





| 





CABBATH SCHOOL 
MEN 


Before you order Sab- 
bath School Papers for 
another year, send for 
samples of 


GOOD WORDS, 
MY PAPER, 
GOOD CHEER, 
OLD & YOUNG. 


Each differs from the other. 
All are full of the Cospel. 
Beautifully Wlustrated 
and Attractive. 
Price within reach ofall. 


FOR TERMS, SEE THESE PAPERS. 


Published Monthly by the 
Christian at Work Publishing Co. 


Samples sent FREE on application to 


E.W. HAWLEY, Sec’y, 
P.O. Box 5105, New York. 


Best Books for 
SINGING SCHOOLS. 


CHORUS CHOIR INSTRUCTION BOOK. 


By A.N. Johnson. Just out. Contains the sys- 
tem of this celebrated teacher, so minutely and 
lainiy described, that it is the easiest and best 

anual for Teachers and Leaders: and it is also a 
most entertaining, useful, and thorough book for all 
Music Classes and Conventions: with the plainest 
of plain instructions, and 260 pages of the best 
music, graded from the easiest to the most difficult, 
and continually referred to. The book also best 
answers that. perplexing question: ‘ How to have 
good singing in Congregations.” $1.38; or $12.00 per 
doz. 

THE ENCORE. By lL. O. Emerson, This fine 
book has already been used by thousands, who have 
had but one opinion as to its admirable collection 
of Sacred Music, of Glees, Quartets, Trios, Duets, 
Songs, &c., for practice, It is a capital Glee Book 
as well as Singing Class Book. Thorough Instruc- 
tive Course. 75 cts.; or $7.50 per doz, 

PERKINS’ SINGING SCHOOL. By W. O. Perkins. 
This. like the “ Encore.” is an excellent Glee Book 
as well as Singing School Book, and will be a fine 
book for Conventions and for — practice in 
Choirs and Societies. Good instrnetive course, and 
the best of music. 75 cents; or, $6.75 per dozen. 

All teachers and convention holders are invited 
to insure their success this season by using one of 
these books. For sale everywhere, Copies sent 
post free by mail, for retail price. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 


C. H. DITSON & CO. J: KE. DITSON & CO, 
848 Broadway, Successors to Lee & Walker 
New York. Philadelphia. 





THE OXFORD 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Teachers’ Bibles 


May be had at the following 
PRICES. 


Peart 24m0 Eprrion, 544x4 in. 

French Morocco, stiff covers_--------- 

French Morocco, flexible circuit covers 

Persian Morocco, flexible covers__---- 

Turkey Morocco, flexible or stiff covers 

Levant Morocco, Divinity circuit, kid lin 
Postage nine cents extra, 


NonpareiL 16mo Eprrion, 64 x4 in. 









French Morocco, stiff covers.._--------------- $2.40 
Persian Morocco, fiexible covers --ananann=~ 3.00 
Turkey Morocco, stiff or flexible covers —* | 
Levant Morocco, Divinity circuit, kid lined_--. 6.30 
Postage twelve cents extra. 
Minion 8vo Eprtion, 754x5% in. 
Persian Morocco, flexible covers _--~-~-- $4. 
Turkey Morocco, stiff or flexible covers .. 5.0 
Levant Morocco, Divinity circuit, kid lined_-.. 8.00 
Postage eighteen cents extra. 
For list of Aids to be found in these Bibles, see 
Sunday School Times of March 17, or send for circu- 


_ THOMAS NELSON & SONS, ~ 
42 Bleecker St., N. ¥ 


9 @7 

Case's bible Atlas 
aera ae 

Quarto Size Accurate, and up to the times. 16 Full Page 
Maps, with Explanatory Notes, and Index. Designed to »'d 
Sunday School Teachersand Scholars. Every Family needs 
t. ice $1.00, Sent by mail on receipt of price. 

AGENTS WANTED in every Township. 
Terms given. Address O. D. Casz & Co., Harti 
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PUBLICATIONS. 





HALF AMILLION 
or 
BOYS AND GIRLS 
To be made Happy by 
100,000 copies of St. Nicholas for December. 
Reavy Nov. 247u. 
Two Serial Stories. 


“UNDER THE LILACS,” 
By the Author of “ Little Women.” 


“TOWER MOUNTAIN,” 


A “ Robinson Crusoe” Story, 
By GUSTAVUS FRANKENSTEIN 











Christmas comes but once a year, 
When it comes it brings good cheer. 





Some idea of the attractions offered in the 
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY NUMBER 

of St. Nicnoxas, of which 100,000 copies will be 
issued, may be gained from the following: There 
are poems by HENRY W. LONGFELLOW and 
WILLIAM CULLEN BRYANT; afine hitherto 
unpublished sketch of Boy Life, by the late 
THEODORE WINTHROP; and a short story by 
the author of “ ALICE IN WONDERLAND; ” 
a new fairy story, “Sweet MArsorAm Day,” 
by FRANK R, STOCKTON, illustrated by 
BEenseEtL; Miss LUCRETIA P. HALE gives a 
chapter of domestic fun under the title, ‘‘ THE 
PETERKINS’ CHARADES,.” There are also 
several other bright, instructive, and interesting 
papers on various subjects, such as the illustrated 
article, “‘A CHAT ABOUT POTTERY,” a poetic 
riddle by DR. J. G. HOLLAND, and a compar- 
ison between the manners of young folks in old 
times and nowadays, by GAIL HAMILTON. 
The number contains nearly 100 pages; and is 
crowded with striking and beautiful pictures, 

Of the story element, the brightest feature is the 
beginning of the new serial by Miss ALCOTT, 
entitled “UNDER THE LILACS,” with illus- 
trations by Mary Hallock Foote. 





This Christmas Number contains also the open- 
ing of a new Serial Story for Boys, a tale of 
tropical life,by GUSTAVUS FRANKENSTEIN, 
entitled “TOWER MOUNTAIN,” admirably il- 
lustrated by the artists Moran and Kelly; 
A PORTRAIT OF MISS ALCOTT, with a sketch 
of her life; several poems by TWO LITTLE 
AMERICAN GIRLS; a PLAY, and a CHRIST- 
MAS CAROL (set to music); and half a dozen 
complete short stories, bright, funny, exciting, and 
pathetic, etc., ete, i 

There is a NEW COVER DESIGN by the 
English Artist, WALTER CRANE,—the famous 
designer of “ The Baby's Opera” and other colored 
Picture Books, 


Sold by all Booksellers and News- 
dealers. Price only 25 Cents; $3.00 


a Year. 
SCRIBNER & CO., 
743 Broadway, N. Y. 


OUR LITTLE MESSENGER, 


with four large pages, semi-monthly, contains 
beautiful pictures and stories for little children. 
Without or date’ One copy, one month, 
three cents; one year, 25 cents. Over 12 copies, 
each 14 cents a year. Address, Evangelical Pub- 
lishing Co., 70 Bible House, New York. 











STRIP CO., 
17 Dey St., New York. 








40 EXTRA FINE MIX CAR with name. 
l0cts., post-paid. L. JONES &00O., Nassau, N. Y, 





THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 


— oe 


Daring 1878 each number of The Scholars’ Quarterly will contain a handsome Colored 


Map prepared specially for the lessons of the quarter. 


will be made. 


Other important improvements 


Its editors are determined that no effort or expense shall be spared to keep it 


In advance of all the lesson helps for scholars. 


A single copy, one year (four quarters), costs 25 cents; 100 copies, one year, $25. Sub- 


scriptions taken for three or six months at the yearly rate; under ten copies, three months, 
seven cents each. To supply Wour Class would cost :—For five scholars, one year. 
$125; three months, 35 cents : for ten scholars, one year, $2.50; three months, 63 cents. If 


ordered by the year, they will be sent each quarter in ample time for use. Send seven 


cents for a specimen. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 


CHRISTMAS 





Pub isher, 610 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


IS COMING. 


FOR A HOLIDAY GIFT, GET 


THE 


It Amuses the Young and Interests the Old! 


CITADELLE! 


Size of Board 10 x 33 inches, complete, with Balls, 
Cue, e'c. 
Latest Novelty in the Amusement World! A New 


=-_ ParlorGame! Encourage Home Amusements! 





a 


a@- Send for Circulars. 


. WARNER & C0., Northampton. Mass. 


WINTER EVENINGS MADE JOYOUS! 


For $1 we will send to any address this new and de- 
lightful Parlor Game, the receiver paying expre-sage. 








A Beantful Holiday Gift 


JUST READY. 


One of the very nicest Books for a 
present to a young person from ten to 
thirty, is Dr. Macduff s new and elegant 
Book, ent tled 


BRIGHTER THAN THE SUN. 


A Life of our Lord for poung yeople, 
with 16 full page illustrations of exqui- 
site beauty, by A Rowan, a new artist of 
great promise, Itis printed on superfine 
paper, slightly tinted, and bound very 
neatly in black and gold. $3.50; or, 
gilt edges, $4 00. 

ROBERT CARTER & BROTHERS, 

530 Broadway, New York. 


*,* Sent by mail, postage prepaid, on receipt of 
the price. 








THEY ALL DO IT! WHAT? 
BUY THEIR TYPE AND MATERIAL FROM US 


Why? B we sell ch and do not misrep- 
resent, therefore give entire satisfaction. Prices 
same toall, Outfit from $3.00 up. Send stamp for 
Catalogue, 


NATIONAL TYPE CO., 
58 South 'Phird Street, Phila. 


$3 PRINTING PRESS 


Prints Cards, Envelo; &c., equal to 
p| any press. Larger sises tor ge work 


Do your own printing 

and save . Excellent spare hour 

amusement for young orold. Can be 
© & money business any- 

! 1 where. Send 3c. stamp for large cate- 

logue to KELSEY & 0O,, Manuf’s, Meriden. Conn. 


Business, Pleasure, Men, Boys. 
CAXTON’S 
Self-Inking, only $14. 
COLUMBIAN PRESSES, Seif- 
Inking. from $27 to $60; will dothe 
work of a $250 Press. Presses 
from $8 50 Stamp for catalogue, 
Curtis & Mitchell, 15 Federal St. 
Boston, Mass. Established 1847, 



















$2 Self-Inker Keystone 


Press, 100 Printing letters, Roller, Ink, 
reglets, leads, cards, type, and outside 


case. All for $3. Stamp for Catalogue. 
W. C, Evans, 50 N, Ninth St., Phila,, Pa, 








Patent Cornucepias for Sun- 
day-school Festivals and Christ-« 
mas Trees. lilustrations by L. Prang 
& Co. They fold fiat for transportation, and we are 
enabled to forward them by mail to any address 
w thout damage. 

Send stamp for sample and price list, to 
CORNELL & SHELTON, 


Lock Box 3877, Birmingham, Conn 


TWO CHOICE BOOKS 


FOR BOYS AAD GIRLS. 


FOR BOYS 
Nothing can be better than 


THE KNIGHTLY SOLDIER 
By Chaplain H.CLAY TRUMBULL, 
Editor of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


Price - - $1.50. 


The sixth edition of this book was accompanied 
by commendatory letters from governors of all the 
New England states, and from fifteen college presi- 
dents. Itis the one war biography recommended 
by the American Social Science Association for a 
place in the first list of books for village or other 
public libraries. 


The Nation says of it: 

“Whoever reads this life of Henry Camp can 
hardly fail to have his faith in men strengthened, 
and all his good impulses quickened. There is 
electricity in and great tives, that makes their 
contact healthful and invigorating, and we commend 
this book to all people who lead little, aud poor, and 
doubting lives as an excellent tonic.” 


FOR GIRLS. 
Nineteen Beautiful Years, 


OR, 
SKETCHES OF A GIRL’S LIFE. 
By Miss F. E. WILLARD. 


Price, - - - $1.00 


NOTICE OF. THE PRESS. 

“An excellent book to put into the hands of 
many a girl who has been led to wonder how she 
may best perform her part in life.”— The Congreya- 








t. 

“Thoughtful and religious, but piqnant and often 
humorous. The thousands who have listened with 
delight and profit to Miss Wiliard will be giad to 
possess this little volume,”— The Contributor, 

“Religion is never shown here as vapory or in- 
tangible, nor as sombre and gloomy: but is ever 
actual and real, and wears a home-like charming 
grace.”— Times of Refreshing. 

“It differs refreshingly from most books of its 
class.”— Watchman. 


Either of the above books sent on receipt of price, 
ot wra , and postage prepaid. Address 
EBEN. SHU Manager International 8. S. Supply 
Co., 52 Bromfield St., Boston. 





Of Mr. Roe’s new Book, “A 
KNIGHT OF THE XIX. CEN- 
TURY,” (12mo, $1.50,) the “ Utica 
Herald” says : 

“ The whole tone of the work is manly 
and healthful. Jt 1s thoroughly noble 
in all its teachings and tendencies.” 


DODD, MEAD, & C0., 


PUBLISHERS, 
751 Broadway, New York. 


To Agents selling my 10 new articles 
chromos, watches, jewelry, etc. Send 
for catalogue. R. Morris, Chicago, I!1 

QUAKER CITY ORGAN CO. 


Sunday-schools and others wishing to purchase 
will receive ary rates By orders from 
FACTORY, 222 MARKET ST., Philadelphia, 














MAGICAT 


ENTERTAINMENTS. 


Sunday-schools. societies, or private parties desir- 
ing entertainments of an amusing and instructive 
as well as strictly moral character will do well to 
eall on or address, 

THOMAS W. YOST, 
Magical Repository, 35 North 9th St., second floor, 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


“THE MAGAZINE OF MAGAZINES.”—Dhila. Press 


THE MOST EMINENT living 
authors, such as Rt. Hon. W. £. 
Gladstone, Prof. Max Muller. Prof. 
Tyndail, Dr, W. B. Carpenter, R. 
A. Proctor, Prof. Huxiey, Jas. A. 
Froude. Edward A. Freeman, Fran- 
ces Power Cobbe, D. Mackenzie 
Wallace, The Duke of Argyll, Mrs. 
Muloch, William Black. Jean Inge- 
low, Miss Thackeray, Mrs Oii- 
phant. Mrs. Alexander, George 
Macdonald, Matthew Arnold, W. 
W. Story. Turguenief. Auerbach. 
Ruskin. Tennyson, Browning, ani 
many others, are represented in the pages of 


ittell’s Living A 
Littell's Living Age. 

Tue Livine Aas has been published over thirty- 
three years, with the continued commendation of 
the best men of the country, and with constantly 
increasing success. 

A Weekly Magazine of sixty-four pages. it gives 
more than 

THREE AND A QUARTER THOUSAND 
double-column octavo pages of reading-matter 
yearly. It presen's in an inexpensive form, cousid - 
ering its great amount of matter, with freshness, 
owing to its weekly issue, and with a satisfactory 
completeness attempted by no other publication, the 
best Essays, Reviews, Criticisms, Tales, Sketches of 
Travel and Discovery, Poetry, Scientific, Biographi- 
eal, Historical and Poetical Information, from the 
entire body of Foreign Period’ cal Literature. 

In 1878 the productions of the Leading Foreign 
Authors will be presented in its pages—embracing 
the choicest Serial and Short Stories, and an 
amount 


Unapproached by any cther Periedical 


in the world, of the most valuable Literary and 
Scientific matter of the day, from the pens of the 
foremost Essayists, Scienti-ts, Critics, Discovere-s 
and Editors. above named, and m ny others, represent- 
ing every department of Knoy l-dge and rrogress. 

The imp rtaoce of Tue Livine Ace to every Amer- 
ican Render, as the only satisfactorily fresh and 
COMPLET* compilation of an indispensable enr- 
rent literature,—tndispensable because it embracts 
the productions of 


THE ABLEST LIVING WRITERS, 


is sufficiently indicated by the following recent 
OPINIONS. 


“Tue Living Age affords the best, the cheapest 
and most convenient means of keeping abreast with 
the progress of thought in all its phases.”— Phila- 
delphia North American, 

“In it we find the beat productions of the hest 
writers upon all subjects ready to our bhand.’— 
Philadelphia Inquirer. 

“Its pages teem with the choicest liierature of 
the day.”—New York Tribune. 

“Itis beyond all question the best compendium 
of the best current iiterature.”—New York Evening 
Post. 

“Indispensable to one who would keep pace 
with the thought and literature of the day.”— 
Church Journal, N. Y. 

“A pure and perpetual reservoir and fountain of 
entertainment and instruction.”"—Hon. Robert C. 
Winthrop. 

“The best periodical in America,”— Theo. L. Cuy- 
ler, D D. 

“ Fairly w't*outarival.”—Congreqationalist, Boston. 

“The best of all the eclectic pubiications. and the 
cheapest. A monthly that comes every week.”—The 
Advance, Chicago. 

“It is incomparable in the richness, variety, and 
sterling worth of its articles.”— The Standaid, Chi- 
cago. 

“There is no magazine published that gives so 
general a knowlege of what is going on in the 
literary world.”—Preshyterian Weekly, Baltimore. 

“ With it a’one areader may fairly keep up with 
all that is important iu the literature, history, poii- 
tics, and science of the day.”—The Methodist, New 
York. 

“ The ablest essays, the most entertaining stories, 
the finest poetry of the English language, are here 
gathered tugether.”—TJllinois State Journal. 

“It has no equal in any country.”—Philadelphia 
Press. 

“it is indispensable to every one who desires a 
thorough compendin™ of a!] that is admirable and 
noteworthy in the ‘rarv world.”— Boston Post. 
me in every American home.” 














“Ought to fiud Rr 
—New York Tiznes. 
Published weex ty at $8.00 a year, free of Postage. 


say> EXTRA OFFER FOR 1878. -@a 


To all new subseribers for 1878, will be sent gratis 
the six numbers of 1877, containing the first jnstall- 
ments of a new serial, “ Erica” translated from the 
German of Frau von inger leben,—the best work of 
one of the best and brightest authors of Germany. 
A new story bv the charming English authoress, 
Miss Thackeray, also appears in the same numbers, 
from advance sheets, with other valuable matter. 


Club-Prices for the best Home and Foreign Literature. 

“ Possessed of Ture Living Acrand one or other of 
our vivacious American monthlies, a subscriber will 
find himself in command of the whole situation.”— 
Phila, Even’g Bulletun. % 

For $10.50 Tue Living Ace and either one of the 
American $4 monthiies (or Harper's Weekly or Bazar) 
will be sent for a year, both postpaid; or, for $9.50, 
Tue Livine Age and the St. Nicholas, or Appleton’s 
Journal. 

Address LITTELL & GAY, Beston. 


“AGENTS WANTED FOR 
MOUDY’S NEW SERMONS. 


Address and Prayers, 700 (octavo) pages. Price 
$2 50. H.S.GOODSPEED & CO., New York or Cin- 
einnati, O. 


HAWKES GOLD QUILL, 
Send stamp for circulars, 
Pens repaired, 0c, 66 Nas- 





Sau ol, Iv. YX, 





